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; AKEY tothe PLATE. 

= ND ps OM oY 
hy mt, IN the jovial company. on the right hand, at the "4 
* bottom of the print, you ſee Prodigalis, with his hair un- ö 
_— dreſſed, drinking defiance, to all religious melancholy in A 

Full-bumper; zdly. When money is gone, and his guilt is 

= Felt, you ſee him bare-headed, with his hand on his breaſt, 

8 like the publican, in a penſive frame, and on a ſolitary 


walk; 3dly. In the valley of dry bones you ſee his ſpiritual _ 9 
death, repreſented by a corpſe before the watchman, and of 

his being alarmed and awakened by the ſound of a trumpet; 

the watchman ſhews the office of a miniſter; his lanthorn 
denotes the watchman's light, which ſhines on the ſinner. 
Arhly. You ſee Prodigalis, filled with fear and aſtoniſhment, 

going to the law of God to receive the force of the command- 

ment, where fin revives and he dier, Rom. vii. g. 5thly, He 

ſtands in the light of the law, in the filthy rags of bis own  _ 
Fighteoufne/+, covering his face in token of ſhame z deftruce= __ + 


. f 
t i fl * * 


— . 


. * ; 
{4 5 * *F} a a, 4 if 


tion, or Death, at one hand, Job. xvii. 12. and Satan ac- * * 5 
cuſing him on the other, Zech. iii. 1. and Moſes pointing 4 
the Law that he has broken, and accuſing him of 1 it, John a 
v. 45. 6thly, The eye of Juſtice is on him, Exod. xiv. 2 - £ 


his fins are in the light of Gop's countenance, Pſa. xc. 
and the ſword of Juſtice is drawn to cut him FG PR TR” 
cumberer of the ground, Luke xiii. 79. qthly, His having 
been taught the condemning power of the Law by Gos the 8 
Father, he goes to the Saviour on the Croſs; where Satan * 1 
attempts to blind his eyes, leſt the death of Cams in tha 
Goſpel ſhould ſhine into his heart, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 8thly, From 
thence he goes with the crown of lowing kindne/5 on his head, 
Pf. ciii. 4. the robe of righteouſneſs on his back, Iſa. Ixi. io. and 
with the palm of victory in his hand, that ſhews he has owver- 
come Satan by the blood of the Lamb, Rev. xii. 11. gthly, You 
have him in the fiery furnace of affliction, Iſa. xlviii. 10. and 


Satan blowing up anger, heat, and paſſion, as having a M5 
power of the air, Eph. ii. 2. 10thly, You have him in the - 
4 — 
2 2 ; 3 1 


_ tribulation appears to fleſh and blood; and yet the firſt 


KEY TO THE PLATE, 


waters of dejeQtion and deſpondency, and Satan W 
deſponding thoughts to his mind, with an intent to carry 


him away in the flood of deſpair, Rev. xii. 15. 11thly, He 
gets through the fire, and through the water, and ont into a 
wealthy place, Pia. lvi. 12. where you ſee him at the front 
of goſpel Zion, where the Heep ref at noon, Song i. 7. and 


where the evergreexs flouriſh, Iſa. xli. 19. 12thly, His path 


is very crooked and rough, Iſa. xlv. 2. in which you ſee him 
halting, with one of Satan's fiery darts in his breaſt, Eph. 
v. 16. his fert flip, Pla. xlcv. 18. but he is not a/terly caff 
own, becauſe the Load upholds him, Pſa. xxxvii. 24- At 
laſt you have him in his crown, robe, and palm, ready to 
paſs the valley of death's ſhadow, under the light of the 
Loxy, with the glorified Lans in his view, having feven 

rus and fen eyes, Rev. v. 6. The colour of the Devil 


os his dark proceedings; his lower parts his Erutal actions; 
"his wings his di/igence in miſchief; and his crooked tail the 
evil inſinuations of ſin, and the curſed fing of guilt. The in 


and out path to Heaven ſhews how — the path of 


of Prodigalis, after he has left the World, being alme 
perpendicular with the Lamb on the Throne, ſhe des that 
che road will appear freight at Taſt, when we appear filled 
"with the fulneſs of Him that makes darkneſs wy and 
bed thing * . 
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P RE FA U 


Cov RTEOUS Reaper, 


H E following treatiſe is a ſpiritual 
| .. medley of heavenly things; —an en- 
tertainment for the mind and conſcience of 
gracious ſouls, who, for the want of goſpel. 
light to diſcern the rich proviſion and ſtabi- 
lity of Gop's covenant, are often ſunk to 
live beneath the privileges thereof. I have. 
frequently heard people, who I believe to be 

truly gracious, declare themſelves to be 
| bowed down, and continually dejected, under | 
the apprehenſions of a dreadful ſcrutiny 
which they ſuppoſe the Saviour will have 
with them in the day of judgment. In order 
to remove the believer's groundleſs fears, to 
ſhew him the privileges of the covenant, and 
to excite his gratitude to GoD, this little | 
e is . 1 


* | + The 


c 4 ) 


The things that are confidered, and at- 
tempted to be explained, are the ſpiritual 


reſurrections of a ſinner— his arraignment 
and juſtification— his fpiritual birth, heirſhip, 
and inheritance—his evidences for Heaven 
—the conflicts he hath with the devil—and 
the office of CHRIST as an Advocate. 
And in order to convey my thoughts as 


intelligibly as poſſible it is written by way 


of dialogue, — queſtion and anſwer being an 
excellent way of conveying information, and 
with which the word of Gop is replete. _ 

The perſons made choice of to carry 
on the dialogue, are Cus Hi and AHTMAAZ 
two ſervants of David, both ſtiled in Scrip- 
ture good men. Cuser is here repreſented, ys - 
one wrought upon by grace while he Bb 
ſerved the viſible hand of Gop with David; ; 
which is intended to ſkew how a Chriſtian's 
life, and the hand of Gop with him, impreſſes 
the mind and convicts the conſcience of a ſin- 
ner. AHIMAAZ is repreſented as running with 
tidings before he was ſent; which is intro- 
duced as a caution to the many in our days, 
both learned and illiterate, who take on them 
the office of the miniſtry, without any ſpiri- 
tual qualification for it, or divine call to it; 
who! are encouraged and emboldened by no- 


(* 
ching elle but pride, inſenſibility, and iguo- 
rance. A thirſt for human applauſe,” and 
ignorance of the experience and wiſdom 
of the Church —ignorance of the plague of 
the human heart—ignorance of the majeſty 
of God, and the importance of the miniſtry, 
appears to be the vas and bulwark ow too 
many. 

I be houſes of Saul and David are we 
duced as prefiguring the family of the old 
Adam and the houſchold of faith. Cus Hi's 
halting between the two is intended to exhi- 
bit the ſtruggles that the weak believer feels 
between the fleſh and the ſpirit. The revival 
of che work of grace on Cus H, at the death 
of David, is introduced to ſhew that many 
young converts, who are a ſcourge 'to the 
ſervants of Gop in their lives, are brought 
to lament their death, being ignorant of their 
worth till they feel their loſs; as Iſrael of 
old, who was a . perpetual burden to Moſes 
for forty years; but when he was dead they 
bemoaned him for thirty days: or like Saul, 
who was ſo often a plague to pious Samuel 
in his life, yet would ſell himſelf to the 
devil for a ſight of his mantle when he was 
dead. 

I have ſtudied plainneſs i in this work, and 
endeavoured to be as intelligible to my 


Reader 


I 

Reader as poſſible ; | not expecting . that the 
conſequence of the noble, the acquired know- 
ledge of the ſcholar, the wiſdom. of the 
critick, the refined judgment of the polite 
and gay, will ever ſubmit to a peruſal of any 
performance of mine, unleſs it be to eavil 
at it. To be ſhort, if any part of the re- 
vealed will of Gop be made plain to the 
ſeeker or to the believer; if his judgment 
be informed, his doubts. and fears removed; 
i any blefling of the covenant be diſcovered; 
i his mind be entertained, his faith eſtab- 
bliſhed, and his covenant Gop endeared. to 
him, I truſt my end is anſwered; and what 
the outſide. profeſſor, or the open enemy to 
truth may have to ſay, will have but little 
weight with me, except it be to pity him.” 
That the believer may read without pre- 
judice, and profit by reading, is the deſire 
-and prayer of, Courteous Reader, thy willing 
ſervant, and tried companion in tribulation, , 
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STA. 8 « LAW-SUIT with a SAIN 5 


USHL towing loſt his poke” maſter, pn A 
| ſolitary walk to reflect on the paſt experi- 
ences, and wonderful deliverances, left upon record 
by him; -until, in a meaſure, he thought they be- 
came, according to his ſenſations, like his own ex- 
perience. He ſuddenly found his underſtanding 
much opened, worldly things vaniſhed from his 
mind, and every thought of his heart appeared at 
command, which he employed in reflecting * 
paſt mercies, and i in pleaſing nn on fu- 
„„ 01), 
Reflections on his paſt conduct lads many 


things. freſh- to his mind, which afforded matter 


for real contrition. But the thoughts of Gop's 
long forbearance and ſlowneſs to anger diſſolved 
his ſoul, and excited his warmeſt gratitude, He 


came ſuddenly tothe brow of a little hill, Which is 


called the Hill Miaar. Here Cusut medicated 
vpon the former deliverance of his royal maſter. 


On this ſpot, ſaid he, his falſe hope gave way, 
1 the burden of his ſins ſunk him into the keeneſt 


ſenſations of divine diſpleaſure, which involved 


him in all real and imaginary horror. Here it 
was that he prayed out of the depths of deſpond- 
ency and his prayer was anſwered * the Savi- 
een B | ovR 


. 
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ouR in an open viſion of death on the 1 
Here my bleſſed maſter ſaw the crucifixion of the 
ſon of God. Yea, he ſaw his perſecutors pierce 
his hands and his feet. He ſaw them part his 
garment among them, and caſt lots on his veſture. 

This made him ſo dotingly fond of this little hill. 
Who can deſcribe the feelings of a ſoul, encom- 
paſſed with the fears of death, and chains of guilt? 
When the great Redeemer appears burdened, as 
the finner's ſponſor, in all the agonies of an un- 
paralleled ſufferer, burdened with all his fins, un- 
der the awful arreſt of vindictive juſtice, and 
finking into the threefold ſhades of treble death. 

Oh love, love, love! Love fixed upon an ene- 
my—an enemy in open rebellion: Love that 
would undertake to cope with divine vengeance ; 
Love that would expoſe truth, purity, and inno- 
cence, to ignominy, ſcorn, and deriſion; and all to 
redeem, reſcue, and reconcile a rebel to the beſt 
of ſovereigns, and make the completely miſera- 
- ble, eternally happy. My maſters hope ſprung 
from the viſions of death, and purſued the reſur- 
retion of his adorable Loxp, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that ſhall never fade away. 
- Surely it was an imperceptible faith that made 
him importune ; and it was patience in importu- 
ning that brought him to fuch a Bleſſed experience ; 
and the ee of fuch a ene nene 
bim to hope. 

Oh that I may never forget, or loſe the ſenſe 
of his deliverance ; the petitions that he put up; 
nor this ſacred ſpot where his deliverance was 

44 wrought, 
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wrought, Here it was that he ſaid, Ob, my God | 
my ſoul is caſt. down within me, and thou raiſed me 
up ; therefore will I remember ther from the land of 
| Jorden, and of the Hermonites from the Hill Mizars 
Deep calleth unto deep. Pſalm xlii. 6, 7. 

Here it was that the clouds of God's Aiden 
ſure againſt his ſins began to gather thick over his 
head, and to threaten a fatal diſcharge on him. 
The water ſpouts wete felt, and juſtice ſpoke in 
them, demanding perfect obedience, of infinite 
puniſhment. Þ This made him try to haſten his 
eſcape from the flormy wind and tempeſt. Bleſſed 
be Gov, who revealed his crucified ſon to him; 
when under the cloud of impending judgment, 
_ whoſe blood, from the becalmed conſcience of my 
royal maſter, met with the approbation and fas | 
vour even of divine juſtice itſelf. 

Well might the evangelical prophet ſay and 
a man ſhall be an hiding- place from the ſtorm, a co» 
vert from the tempeſt, a river of water in a dry place, 
and the ſhadow of a great rack in this weary land. 
The Lord 'Gop of Iſrael did not reveal his dear 
ſon to my valuable maſter with a drawn ſword, as 
he did to Balaam, who ſaid he ſhould ſee him, but 
not now, and behold him, but not nigh ; but he 
accompanied the viſion with an appropriating 
faith. To ſee a Saviour and a Judge in one per- 
fon, without faith in his ſalvation, is of all ſights 
the moſt afiting, and would fink a ſoul for ever. 
lad utterly fainted, unleſs I bad believed to fee the 


Sete of the Lark in the land of the ber 
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Cosi now deſcended the Hill Mizar, which 
| Jed with a gradual deſcent into a verdant valley. 
Here he was bleſſed with a moſt raviſhing view 


of the covenant of promiſe, which afforded mat- 


ter of pleaſing and delightfut meditation, and 
every freſh diſcovery gave him freſh entertain- 
ment, which cauſed his ſoul to fink down into the 
ſweeteſt reſt and quietudez while the glorious 
beams of light and love ſhone with divine radi- 
„ ee eee ee 

In this light, he ſaw a nale river run eso 
be midlt of the vale, which his thoughts led him 
to trace to the fountain head; and he found it to 
be (what his royal maſter called) the ill waters. 
Pſalm xxiji. 2. which came from the father to the 
ſon, and through the ſon to us. 

Theſe waters forcibly reveal the father's love, 
and the ſon's ſalvation, and ſanctify and make 
mete ſouls for heaven, without whoſe aid no 


promiſe comes with power, nor does the 9 N 
bay ec or refreſh the ſoul. | 


Poor Cusn, finding the good work, Wanne 6 


veg. to de revived,” and reſtoring grace ſo 
ſweetly - to operate on his ſoul, he was afraid to 
engage again in ſtate affairs, or in any other law- 
ful calling, fearing a ſecond relapſe; which holy 
Fear certainly was good. But as Gop does not 
light a candle to put it under a buſhe); nor under 
a bed, that it ſnould be hid, but on a candleſtick, 
that it may give light to all that are in the houſe, 
it is neceffaty to let it ſnine before men, that they 

I ſee the 3 — 1 it reflects its holy 
rays 


TY 


rays without. To be diligent in buſineſs, and 
fervent in ſpirit, is a command given to every 
Chriſtian, and what the moſt eminent ſaints have 
been brought to ſubmit to, from Abel, the firſt 
martyr, to Amos the prophet, and even from 
Jesus Cur1sT, to Paul the tent- maker. l 
HFowever, it was with much reluctance chat 
Cusat left his lodgings, and the verdant meadow. 
But ſo conſpicuous: a proof of the faithfulneſs. of 
his Loxp,. made him depart with this - perſuaſion 
and confeſſion, the Los p is my ſbepberd; I ſhall 
not want. He maketh me to lie down in green paſ- 
lures; he leadeth me biide the ſtill waters. He re- 
ſtoreth my ſoul ; be leadeth me in the Paths of . 
ouſneſs for his name's ſake. Pſalm xxilii. 2, 3. 
Cosa now roſe up, and travelled off, moſt 
ſweetly refreſhed, and he intended to walk quite 
through the verdant valley, but he had not got 
far, before a bright cloud appeared in fight, and 
he expected a ſhower ; and when it came over his 
head, he felt a moſt pleaſing ſenſation on his ſpi- 
rit, wonderful motions in his mind, and a parti- 
cular flow of affections, which for a while made 
him ſtand as one entranced; and he ſuppoſed he 
ſaw. a real cloud. But this text occurred to his 
mind: In the light of the King's countenance is life; 
and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. Prov. 
| xvi. 15. And ſo he found it, for the thoughts of 
Gor in the promiſes dropt in ſuch an abundant 
manner on him, that his cup overflowed, till he 
vented it in confeſſion, adoration, thankfulneſs and 
praiſe... The wwords of a man's mouth are as deep was 
: B 3 ters, 
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ters, and the well. ſpring of wiſdom 48 a flowing brooks 
Prov. xvili..4. Cusn, finding ſuch divine light 
and underſtanding crowd in upon him, ſadly 
wanted to minute down what he ſaw and felt; 
but his mind was ſo taken up, that all efforts to 
begin a diary proved vain ; he had no thoughts at 
command for that; he was therefore forced to 
breathe out the overflowing of his joys to the 
fountain of life, from whence they came. 
The church, when thus filled, is a fountain 
ſealed, until the ſeal opens, and lets it forth. 4 
garden incleſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, a ſpring ſhut 
up, a fountain ſealed. Song, iv. 12, But when the 
ſpirit opens the heart, it plays all its ſtreams into 
the fountain of divine fulneſs, from whence the 
ſtreams came. | 
Thus the Lorp drivks bis own wine with bis 
own milk, and cats bis own honey-comb with bis 
oon boney, Song, v. 1. Or, to ſpeak in expreſs 
terms, he is entertained with the feryent devo- 
tions produced by his own ſpirit. - Thus Gop the 


father, and God the ſon, are glorified in the gra- | 


cious ſaul by Gop the Holy Ghoſt. Gop is a 
ſpirit, and will be worſhipped by his on ſpirit in 
us; and as a Gop of truth, he will be worſhipped 
in truth; not as an object repreſented in a falſe 
light, nor with a falſe heart. 

Cusar's deyotions were truly divine, for he 
broke forth into the following expreſſion of ſym- 
wy and gratitude to his much-ſlighted and 

ng neglected Lox n. O thou ſource of all divine 
happiness, and founcain of light and life, who hath 

promiſe 
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promiſed to the parched and barren fouls of thine 
elect, both the former and the latter rain mode» 
rately in their ſeaſon; I received thy bleſſed word 
at firſt with the dew of thy ſpecial grace to give 
it root; but, alas ! worldly-mindedneſs ſoon cauſed 
my joys to wither ; but thou haſt reviſited my 
barren heart, and made the perched ground a pool, 
and the thirfty land ſprings of water. Aſtoniſhing, 
that an heart, once the habitation of dragons, ſhould 
be turned into a ſpringing well. Iſai. xxxv. 7. O that 
IT never may be left to wander from thy ſhadow again, 
nor to flight the ſanftuary ſervice of my God. Bleſſed 
are they that dwell in thy bouſe; they will be till praiſ- 

in thee ; bleſſed is the man whoſe firength is in thee ; 
in whoſe heart are the ways of them, who, paſſing © 
through the valley of Baca, make it a well; the rain 
alſo filleth the pools. Pſa. Ixxxiv. 5, 6. 

Cusn had now almoſt croſſed the valley of 
Baca, and ſuddenly he eſpied an hill before him, 
with a gradual aſcent, and he ſhortly began to 
aſcend it; and the higher he went, the greater his 
Joys were; till at laſt he vented the fulneſs of his 
ſoul in praiſe and acclamations of joy, ſaying, Ob. 
my God, as the earth bringeth forth ber bud, and as © 
the garden cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to 
ſpring forth, ſo the Loxo God doth cauſe righteouſ- 
neſs and praiſe to ſpring forth in my once barren, but 
now revived beart. Iſa. Ixi. 11 

Cusn having gained the ſummit of the hill, 
ſaw a fine ſpreading tree, and under it a feat, with a 
man n thereon, who had a book in his hand. 
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The reader being penſive in thought, did not 

diſcern the approach of ,Cusxr. Cusar perceiv- 
ing this, approached as near as he could, without 

diſturbing the attention of the reader, and ſtood 

Mill to hear him read. The paſſage that he was 
reading, was, and Abrabam called the name of that 
place Jehovah Fireb ; as it is ſaid to this day, in the 
mount of the LokD it ſhall be ſeen. Gen. xxit. 14. 
Cuszi faid unto him, underſtandeſt thou what 

thou readeſt? The good man ſtarted up in a 
ſurprize, and ſaid, How can I, except ſome man 

mould guide me; and he deſired Cusn to fir 
down with him. I am glad, ſaid Cvsar, to find 
thee bleſſed with a ſenſe of thy native ignorance, 
and endowed with a teachable ſpirit. Pride will 
not ſubmit to learn of thoſe whom Gop hath 
taught. I think a teachable ſpirit is one of the 
characteriſtics of a child of grace. The Jewiſh 
Phariſees, who were wiſe in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own fight, refuſed the tuition of 
Gop the Saviour, became vain in their imaginations, 
and their fooliſh bearts were darkened ; profeſſing them... 
ſelves to be wiſe,” they became fools. Gop has deter- 
mined to deſtroy all grounds of boaſting, and to 
ſtain the pride of all human glory. Hence it is, 
that the Prophet Iſaiah foretold that Gop would 
take away all truſt in the mighty man, and the man. 
of war; the judge, and the prophet; and the pru- 
dent, and the ancient; the captain of fifty ; and the 
honourable man; and the counſellor, and the. cunning. 

; ertificer ; and the eloquent orator ; and that he would. 
2 8 give 
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give children to be their princes, and babes ſhould rule 
over them. Iſa; iii. 2, 3, 4, 5. Men of great na- 
tural or acquired parts can never ſubmit, with- 
out humbling grace, to yield obedience to n 
one calls) the fooliſhneſs: of the croſs. 
However, the Prophet ſays, em ſhall Gon 
teach knowledge? And wwbom fhall he make to un- 
derſtand dectrine? Them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breaſts; for precept muſt 
be upon precept; precept upon precept ; line upon line; 
line upon line; here alittle, and there a little. Iſaiah 
xxviii. 9, 10. This is an humbling declaration for 
8a counſellor, an aſtrologer, a ftar-gazer, or a monthly 
proegnaſticator, to regard. Ia. xlvii. 13. But as Pay] 
ſays, if any man will be wiſe, . bim n. 4 foot, 
ooo be may be Wiſe. 8 
But to give my dear e an account of this 


mountain, on which we ſit: I believe it to be 


Mount Moriah, which, perhaps, may ſignify the 
Lord revealing. If it does, it 'ſhews how thoſe 
fouls are exalted, whom the Lord condeſcendeth 
to teach, to whom he reveals his mind and will, 
though it be attended with bitterneſs, which may 
be included in the word Moriab. Mount Calvary 
you ſee, is almoſt oppoſite, where our Lord was 
crucified; and he whom Gop teacheth on Mount 
Moriah, is ſore to have ſome views of what was 
done on Mount Calvary. The mountains ſhall bring 
| peace 10 the people and the little hills by righteouſneſs.” 
Pfalm lxxii. 3. The grand deſign of divine teach- 
\ IS : be 


be an holy, juſt Gop; and ſecondly, that we may 
know him reconciled in his ſon ; as a Gop recon- 
ciled to ſinners. The goſpel reveals him, And this 
n life eternal, to know the only true Gop, and Ixsus 

Cnaisr whom be bath ſent. Hence the * is 
called the word of reconciliation. 


—AmniMaaz. If this is Mount Moriah, it is the 
very ſpot where Gon gave teſtimony to Abra; 
ham's faith, even from Heaven; and to be ſure 
he muſt aſcend this Mount with as heavy an heart 
as a mortal could carry. But Gon often lays the 
greateſt burden on the faith of his favourites, juſt 
before he intends a deliverance. As ſpeaketh the 
Lon by Moſes, that he will appear when be ſeetb 
that bis people's power is gone, that there is none ſhut 
up or left. Deut. xxxii. 36. And ſuch conſpicuous 
deliverances have a blefſed rendency to endear 
God to his people, and excite their love and gra - 
titude ; and I doubt not but this was the caſe with 
Abraham. The thoughts of ſlaying his beloved 
ſon muſt go near his heart, and the ſimple ex- 
preſſions of Iſaac, when he ſaid, where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering, muſt touch Abraham's feel- 
ings very ſenſibly. But when he received his 
little one back to his arms, and obtained an arti- 
culate teſtimony of the love and approbation of 
his Maker, it muſt lift him as high in joy and 


heavenly-mindedneſs, as the thoughts of ing 
him had ſunk him in ſorrow. 


Cos ni. I am glad to find thee, my 1 
lach an obſerver of the gracious dealing of GO. 
| If 


( " ) 


If believers were to obſerve the various frames; 
changes, and deliverances that paſs on their ſouls, 
and bring them to the word of Gop, they would 
be more comfortably eſtabliſhed in the truth than 
they are. | 

Many oratious ſouls are ftrit obſervers” of 
external forms, and modes of worſhip, to which 
they are led by the wiſdom of men, and preju- 
diced in favour of, by the bigotry of men, inftead 
of adhering to an experience on their own ſouls. 
Let every man prove bis own work, ſaith Paul, then 
ſhall be have rejoicing in bimſelf, and not in another ; 
chat is, he ſhall rejoice in the power of Gon not 
in the wiſdom of men. 


I believe Abraham had the ſweeteſt views and 
ſenſations on this Mount, that ever he had in all 
his pilgrimage. His ſon Ifaac was a ſweet type 
of Cunisr, the promiſed ſeed in whom all nations 

were fo be bleſſed. The wood that Abraham laid 
in ſuch particular order, prefigured the croſs. The 
intended victim laid on the wood, repretented the 
bleſſed Jesvs, the meek and paſſive lamb, ſubmit- 
ting to be nailed to the accurſed tree. Abraham's 
Fnife ſhadowed forth the flaming ſword of juſtices. 
once ſeen by our firſt parents at the eaft gate of 
Eden. By Abraham's parental love and affection 
for his ſon, the immutable love of Gop was exhi- 
bited, who fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten ſon, Joh iii. 16. freely offering him 
up for us all. Abraham's joyful reception of his 
ſon * it were from the dead) typified the cordial 

recep · 


Cm IJ 

reception of Cunrsr into the boſom * Goo the 
| father. As Iſaac prefigured Cnkisr as a lamb, 
and as the promiſed ſeed that ſhould come, ſo the 
ram prefigured Car1sT as the . an of 

The horns of the ram repreſented n 
kingly power; his being bung by the borns in tbe 
thicket of buſbes, ſhewed the ſubmiſſion of the Om- 
nipotent Saviour to the wicked hands of men, 
who are. compared. to. briers and. thorns. Cant. 
H. 2. Thorns being badges of God's curſe, ſhewed 
his being made a curſe for us; and that he was 
to be crowned with thorns, was - typified by the 
ram's being hung in the thorns by his head.— ' 
Thus Abraham's faith ſaw the Saviour, both in 
his beloved ſon, and in the bleeding and burning ram z 
and to this agrees the Lon himſelf: Your father 


a 4 5 \ Abraham rejoiced to fee my day; and be ſaw it * 


was glad. John vi. 86. 

AniMaaz. It is a pretty * my * that 
you have caſt on that text; and the proof that 
you brought from the Saviour's mouth, is a con- 
firmation of what you have ſaid. But ſome of 
the learned tell us, that we ſhould be very careful 
how we. allegorize and ſpiritualize the ſcriptures, 
leſt we get into the regions of fancy, Though I 
do believe there are many in our days who are ſtig- 
matized enthuſiaſts and fanatics, who are bleſſed 
with divine tuition, and wonderfully ſupported by 
the Holy Ghoſt ;. there is no limiting Gop, nor 
drawing lines for him to * by; and I believe 

the 


(ug) 


the heart that feels the keeneſt pierce from juſtice, - 
is the moſt ſenſible of the balm of mercy. Where 


conviction dias the deepeſt furrow, the . 
5 e ſeed will take the deepeſt oon. 


Such ſduls as experience the greateſt h . 


have generally the brighteſt views of divine reve- 
lation. The "darkeſt clouds are often ſucceeded 
by the brighteſt manifeſtations. Gop diſcovereth 
deep things out of darkneſs, and bringeth out to light 
the ſhadow of death. © Job xii, 22. And ſuch ſouls | 
will ever be found to be the moſt-ſpiritually,mind- 
ed, and the moſt heavenly in their converſation. 
*Cvusnr. I have heard of men giving ſuch cau- 
tions, and of warning people againſt allegorizing 
the word of God, or giving it a ſpiritual mean- 
ing; when J have thought that too many legalize 
the goſpel, and make it more like a law than a 
covenant of grace; and make the Saviour more 
a law-giver, than a law-fulfiller, by talking more 
of the commands of Cnxisr, than of the infinite 
bew made to law and juſtice by him. 
This is a kind of remedial lato, as ſome term 
itz ſuch being ignorant of the killing power of 
the covenant of works; and ſtrangers to the con- 
frraining power of the covenant of grace, have ſet 
- up one of their own, in the very throne» of the 
great Mediator, as a rival to him, _ is the end 
Y tbe law, and the author of faith... ” 
What good can accrue to Buber, f eln a law af 
kann invention, ſet up in the place of the Me- 
| Aer, is hard to * Iſrael 2 have been 
| con- 


(14) 
conſumed by the fire of God's jealouſy, more than 
once, if Moſes, the typical mediator, and Phineas, 
the typical bigb prieſt, had not ſtood in the gap, or 
breach, that their rebellion had made between 
Gop and them. But how a goſpel law of human 
manufactory is to fill a breach of infinite dimen- 
fions, and bring about a ſpiritual union and like- 

neſs, where there is an infinite diſproportion, is 
a myſtery that I deſpair of ever finding out; and 
a myſtery that all the divines in the world can 
never explain to me. 

Bur this concluſion we may warrantably FURY 
that if Noah, Daniel, and Job, could not ſtand 
before God, to make up the breach, we are ſure 
no contrivance of man can do it. Beſides, this 
law of human wiſdom lays no weight upon him 
that is mighty 10 ſave; but the whole burden of 
conditions 1s laid on them that are dead to Gop, 
and without ſtrength z and how the dead in ſin 
are to perform ſuch conditions, is another riddle 
which can never be explained. 

The ſpouſe, under the old economy, i 
many conſolations from the types and ſhadows, 
while ſhe eyed her beloved Saviour as the object 
of her future hopes; ſhe calls the two covenants 
her two breaſts, and eyed the Mediator as the end 
of the law, and the author of faith, and had light 
enough under that dark diſpenſation, to ſee that 
no day's man was fit to make up the breach, 
but him. Feeling his love, ſhe ſays, A bundle of 
myrrh is my ol belood unto me a. Jl ie alight 


betwixt 


( us ) 
| betwixt my breaſts. Song, i. 13. Her faith view» 
ing him as the fulfiller of the law, and the glory 
of the goſpel, ſhe reſts ſatisfied with the ſanctuary 
ſervice, until the bleſſed period ſhould arrive, when 
her beloved Loa b ſhould be revealed. Until the 
day-break; and the ſhadows flee away, I will get me 10 
the mountain of Myrrh, and to ity Hill of Hauer 
cenſe. Song, iv. 6. 5 
As for the caution againſt WW e i 
ritualizing the word of God, I _ the MP 
and his apoſtles perpetually fas not 
_ Solomon's preference given to the lowly — 
in the preſence of the prince, Prov. xxv. 7. is brought 
in by the Saviour as a check to the pride of Pha- 
riſees, in their choice of the higheſt ſeats, and 
is intended to ſhew, how he differs from the hum 
bled believer, who, like the prodigal Son, begins 
his religion with a ſenſe of the plague of his own 
heart, and a keen hunger for the bread of Hea- 
ven, before he ſits down 92 on the fatted 
* Luke xv. 
_ » Etinv's comparing his heart, filled with di- 
vine inſpiration,' to a Bottle that bad no vent, Job 
xxxii. 19. is brought in by the Saviour to ſhew 
the neceſſity of a new heart, and a new ſpirit; 
| but new wine muſt be put RARE as _—_ — 
are preſerved, Matt. ix. 17. 
Job's deſcription of the eagle, Job xxxix. 30 
is introduced by the Loxo to ſhew the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem under the Roman eagle; but 
much more to ſhew the entertainment of hea · 
yo! „ 
4 | 
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venly minds, who. by faith feed on bis own fleſh and 
blood, as their ſpiritual meat and drin, John vi. 
533 and ſweetly prefigures the certain protection 
of the elect beneath the ſhadow of his "ing in 
* great and terrible dax. 


The two mountains mentioned by Moſes, Ge- 
0 96 and Ezal, Deut. xxvii. 12, are an allegory. 
Mount Gerizim, where the bleſſings were to be 
pronounced, prefigured the Church of Chriſt, 

on which the Spirit of Gop pronounces the 
benediction, and was a figure of mount Zion; for 
there the Loxd commanded the ik, even _ for 
evermore, Pſalm cxxxiii. 3. 

Mount £Ebal, from which the aig were to " 
Morning prefigured mount Sinai, where the 
law and its curſe were given, and is Hagar in the 
allegory, and agreeth with Jeruſalem that now is, and 
is in bondage with ber children, Gal: iv. 24, 23, and 
reaches to every work-monger in the whole 
world, or as mam as are of the works of ' the 
lau are under the curſe, Gal. iii. 103; and ſo it 
will appear in the great day, when the Judge 
will ſay to Zion (on which himſelf. was crowned 
King), Come, ye bleſſed of my father ; and to 
Hagar, and ber bond children (who rejected his 
reign); Go, ye curſed ; theſe two will appear to be 
mount Gerizim and mount Ebal with a witneſs; 

and there-the 1 curſe . regain 
| nn The chings whats hs women men- 
tioned, wy "TO are conſiſtent with . 


* 
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logy of faith, and your method-is well calculated 3 


to bring the word of Gop-down to a holy famili- 


_ arity with the weakeſt believer; which certainly 
is a method that every man of Gop ought to 
adopt, or aim at, more than ſhewing his human 


learning, or knowledge of the languages; for 


Paul ſays, be would ſooner ſpeak five words to the i 


edification” of the church, than ten thouſand words in 


an unknown tongue. 1 Cor. xiv. 19. For as he 


obſerves, an unintelligible teacher is a barbarian 
to the people, which made the Apoſtle determine to 
uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech. 2 Cor. iti, 12. And 
to be ſure I have often felt the binding effects of 


legalizing the goſpel myſelf, ſince I ſer out in the 


paths of wiſdom: and have been entangled more 
than once by their legal miniſtry. Gal. v. 4. 
- But as for you, my brother, you have certaialy 
great natural parts, .a very ſtrong memory, and 
have been very ſtudious in the ſcriptures ; this is 
plain, for you appear r ſetibe. well inet 
in the law. 


Cosni. 1 helieve: men * the greateſt 3 | 


parts in all the world, are at this time either deiſis 
ar. atbeiſts. The greateſt ſcholars are in the great- 


eſt canſuſſon—the moſt Sudious men are the moſt 


ignorant of Gon—and thoſe: of the frongeſt.me- 
mory are the moſt freighted with the rubbiſh. of 


 heatheniſm, The greateſt natural logicias is the 


fartheſt fromthe -baſis of /ound reaſan; and he that 
18 wiſeſt in his oon conceit, is the * eneroy 10 


Natural 


#2 
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8 (nnn). 
Naturat abilities are the gift of Gon; and if 
they are not influenced by the Holy Ghoſt, they 
are always turned againſt the giver. But the 
ſpiritual man will own with Paul, that if a man 
be wiſe in divine myſteries, the word of wiſdom 
is given him. If diſcerning, it is in divine light 
that he ſees light. If ſtable in confidence, the 
word of faith is given him. If divinely knowing. 
the word of knowledge is gwen him. If firong 
in memory, it is the Spirit that brings all things to 
bis remembrance, bat ſoever the Lokd bath ſaid unto 
bim. All theſe things worketh that one, and the 
ſelf-ſame ſpirit, dividing his gifts ſeverally as he 
will. 1 Cor. xit.-11. God will never give the glory 
of his grace to men's brains, ee pot MN 
ven images. Iſa. xlu. 8. 
 Anmaaz. True, my bedr every good and 
' every perfeft gift cometh down from the Father of 
Lights, with "whom is no variableneſs, or ſhadow of 
 Curning. James i. 17. And every gracious man 
will acknowledge this to the honouy of the great 
benefaftor; for, as the prophet fays, let not the 
wiſe man glory in bis wiſdom, nor the mighty man in 
bis might ; nor the rich man in his riches, But let 
bi that glorieth, glory in this, that be under- 
| fanideth and knoweth me; that I am the Lon b, 
which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment, and righte- 
ouſneſs m the earth ; for in theſe things I delight, ſaith 
thbe'Lorn. Jer. ix. 24. And indeed I have al- 
bew the moſt E _—_— 2 — 
dene | 
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dence in Gob, miniſtered to my foul- from cock 
pure and evangelical converſation as yours. Bur 


I wovld with to be led by the voice of my teach- 
ers, and ſa to ſteer between the two extremes · 
For my part, I am for the middle way. _ 
Cusn. 1 do not rightly underſtand thee, * 
brother. If by way, you mean the way to Gop, 
the middle way is one of your own deviſing. 
There are but two ways to Heaven that Gop has 
deviſed ; the one is by perfect, ſpiritual, and per- 
petual obedience, agreeable to the command. — 
He that doth theſe things, even he ſhall live in them. 
Tf thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments- 
The other way is, by faith in CRRIST, which Paul 
calls the new and living way which Go the Saviour 
hath conſecrated through the veil 3 i 2. bis 
fleſh. Heb. x. 20. 

Theſe are the only two ways chat lead to life, 
| that are opened in the ſcriptures ; therefore, he 
that deviſes a middle way, is in reality a deſpiſer 
of both. If a man will enter into life by works, 
his righteouſneſs muſt be a perfe& conformity to 
the law. This muſt be his legal righteouſneſs; 
and if perfe&, it gives him a legal right. The 
goſpel righteouſneſs is one ready wrought out by 
the ſurety, and received by faith, both 2 
be brought from the la. 

The phariſee, hes ſticks to . old covenant, 
and truſts in bis own merit, being too proud to 
beg. The ſenſible ſinner, he is humbled to re- 
* gift "The | 


NN „„ — 


22**««c««* 11 pan << 5” 
1 


—— 


1 
: 
| 


. SY 
The way to God, by faith in CuxisT, Paut calls 


the new and living way, to ſhew that the other is 


both dead and old; and indeed, it is a eit 
none but the Saviour ever went to Gop in. 
The flaming ſword has cut off all that ever at- 
tempted to touch the tree of Ne in that way. 
By tbe deeds of the law fhall-no fleſh living be juſti- 


fied. Therefore the middle way that my brother 


ſpeaks of, is a way that was never caſt up by any 
of the ſervants of Go. The law ſays to all 
that are under the law, there is none r ighteous, no 
not one. Gob will never meet any ſinner (as a 
reconciled Gop) in that way: He mezteth none but 


thoſe that rejoice, and work righteouſneſs, and thoſe 
ee bias. Afi Ini... 
Never attempt an entrance where Gop has 


never opened a door; the end of ſuch, according 
to Peter, will be worſe. than their beginning; 
for, as he ſays, it had been better for them not to 
have known the right way at all. The father 
dwelleth in me, and I in him, ſays CarIsT, and 
Cui crucified is the only way to the father. I 
am the way, the truth, and the life; no man come 
* to the father, but by R 
The prophets and — hand; nat to 


1 e and caſt up this highway; and thoſe that 
_ Gop guides into it, are to ſay; caſt qe up, caſt ye 


up, prepart the way, take up tpe Stumbling blocks out 
of therway of n peoples. Iſaiah lvii. 14, 62, 10. 
As thou haſt received CyuzisT Jesus the Loxd, 


» walk ye in him, and erer aim at a middle 


. ; 8 path. 
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TRE 


path. Cop complains, of. this, and ſays, y peo- 
ple bave forgotten me; they have burned incenſe ta 
vanity z and they bave cauſed them: to ſiumble in their 


ways from the ancient Pal bo, to wall in paths i in * | 


N not caſt up. Jer. xviii. 15. 
AHIMAAZ-. You. ſeem. to be quite an Sia; 
that i is, you. are for the pure old apoſtolic reli- 


gion, and for a perſeverance in ſpiritual worſhip,” 
in the naked ſimplicity and truth of the goſpel; 


which is, certainly right, and I believe that the 
main current of ſcripture runs in your channel. 
Thoſe who watch the Spirit's teaching, and compare 
it with the word of Gop,. and who find the ap- 
probation of Gop with them, and the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, certainly walk the ſafeſts 
and will find the moſt ſenſible ſupport from the 
Almighty i in a trying bour. 5 

Tour converſation is very fpiricoal? y very 
entertaining to me. It brings a deal of my paſt 
experience freſh to my mind; and, for my part, 
I know not when I * met with ſo agreeable a 
companion, nor whey 1 have ſpent fo core 
able an hour. by: „ 


Cvent. It is to 18 that e appears 
ſo little ſpiritual converſation among ,profeilirig 
people,. Heavenly converſation, cheerfully de- 


livered, keeps the, word, of Gop- alive in one 3 
heart. It cauſes. it to dwell richly there, in all 


vtterance, in all knowledge, and ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding. It ſtirs up the gift of Gop that is in 
2 eee the more ſuch an one ſcattereth the 
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truth, the more he encreaſeth his ſtocx. Prov. xi. 
24. So that the ſpeaker is edified, as well as the 
hearer ; for, as Solomon ſays, be that woltereth, 
Hall be watered alſo himſelf, Prov. xi. 25. 
_ AniMaaz. True, my brother; but all the 
children of Gor have not that experience and 
judgment that you ſeem to be favoured with. 
There are many hoping fouls that cannot find 
words to expreſs a reaſon of their hope. They 
are baſhful, timorovs, and perplexed with many 
doubts and fears; and they are fearful of ſpeak- 
ing wrong, or laying a preſumptuous claim to 
that which they have no right to, as the 227825 
often 7 xh | 
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and theſe often criticiſe and contradict the fimple 
liſpings of a babe in grace; and when they have 
been ſerved ſo a few times, they are like parrots, 
you cannot inake them talk again. 


Cusnt. That i is what 1 never liked. 1 have 
often heard ſtrange muddy lahguage from a youn 
Chriſtian ; but I never choſe to ſtop his mouth i 1 
1 found but the leaſt ſavour with it; for although 
the great 7 is btought in at Every ſentence, as the 
chief agent, yet after they have had a few falls, 
I have obſerved that the great pronoun has been 
left quite out of the queſtion, except it has ap- 
peared in its proper place, in declaritig what evil 


thy have done, or what free grace has done for 
chem. In this Gop fulfits his promiſe, — ; 
3 


1 #2 ? 


to the people a pure language. gd iii. 9. Poor 
Peter loſt the great I in Satan's fieve, and ſo do 
others; but as for criticizing their words, and 
cContradicting of them, it is very wrong. When 

weak believers have been ſerved ſo, they will act 
vith their tongue, as a young child does with its 
feet ; after they have deceived it once or twice, it 
will hang about the mother, and you cannot make 
it venture upon them again. : 
For my part, I am very fond of having a weak 
believer in company. He, and the poor ſenſible 
ſinner, the diligent ſeeker, and the earneſt en- 
quirer, are the people that the old Chriſtian finds 
the greateſt liberty with, as may be ſeen in Exe- 
kiel's miniſtry, He ſtands dumb before acarnal 
multitude of lifeleſs profeſſors, without a word 
to ſay. I will make thy tongue cleave to the' roof of 
thy mouth, that thou foalt be dumb, W 
o them a reprover. Ezek. iii. 6. 

But to the young believer, who had fied to the 
Gop of Iſrael for refuge, his tongye was looſed. 
In that day Pall thy mouth be opened to bim which is 
. | 
Ezek. xxiv. 27. Bs 

Our great apoſtle boaſted of. o ye Co- 
tinthians, our mouth is opened unto you—our bears 
is enlarged. 2 Cor. vi. 11. But in Rome he 
found his ſpirit chained; and his tongve fetrered ; 
and therefore he ſolicits an intereſt in the Ephe- 
fians prayers for bim, that utterance might-be given 
Þint==that he might open bis mouth boldly to make 

| C 3 known 


| ; 


te) 
known the myſtery of the goſpel, for which be was an 
ambaſſador in bonds, that therein he might ſpeak . 
* to ſpeak. Eph. vi. 19, 20. 
 **Aninaaz: It is true; my brother; we gene- 
rally find young believers the moſt thirſty after 
divine knowledge; and the moſt attentive to the 
lips of wiſdom; and as the prophet ſays, the 
prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, that en- 
quiring ſouls may ſeek the law at his mouth.- + Malachi 
ii. 7. et you know they are not capable of 
bolding up an argument, or carrying on ſpiritual 
converſation, which is Ins Om chat A are in- 
5 upon. 61 | 
Cusn. I would ſooner be in company with a 
young and a wiſe child, than with an old and foolifo 
Ling, who will no more be admoniſhed. Eccl, iv. 13. 
Our Saviour's company conſiſted altogether of 
ſuch weaklings ; and one half of the parables left 
upon record, were drawn from the mouth of the 
Saviour by ſimple enquiry. By their aſking him 
queſtions, they drew water with 49 0 eu. En that wal 
.of ſalvation. Iſa. xii. 3. 
And. wiſh there was a little more = * in 
practice in our days. Many young Chriſtians 
would be uſe to old ones, by ſtirring up the 
well-pring. of liſe in them; and would, at the 
e find their n bowels refreſhed, by 
the. ſpiritual counſel, adyice, or inſtructions, which 
themſelyes migbt dray. .. The. eſtabliſhed Chriſ- 
| tiad t that has drunk 1 into the Saviour s ſpirit, has a 
te giving ſpring. within him, which! is often low far 


want 
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want of thirſty babes to draw it out. The Lons 
has promiſed, that whoſoever cometh unto him, and 
drinks, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, out of bis belly ſhall 
flow rivers of living water; if the wweak believer would 
grow, let bim draw. John vii. 37, 38. O08 
And on the other hand, an experienced mini- 
ſter, by being in company with young believers, 
and obſerving their queſtions and anſwers, gets a 
more ſatisfaftory reaſon of the hope that is in 
them, then he can get at an appointed church 
meeting; for which they have prepared them- 


ſelves, by premeditation ; and are often —_— 
and confounded by an audience. 


AniMaaz. It is a great bleſſing to a young 
Chriſtin to have an experienced paſtor to attend 
on, in his doubtful ſtate; for the impreſſions of 
God's laws on a ſinner's heart, are as difficult to 
read, as the hand- writing on the wall of Belſhaz- 
zar's palace. The king trembled when be ſaw" the 
fingers that wrote. Dan. v. 3. And we tremble 
no leſs when we feel the hand writing that'is againſt 
us. Col. ii. 14. And he that becomes an inter- 
preter, as Elibu was to Jab, muſt have the ſpirit of 
Soy in him; for tis the inſpiration of the Almighty | 
h — under ſtanding. Job xxxii. 8. 
The queen of Babylon ſaw the need of this, 

* ſne perceived the emptineſs and ignorance 
ofthe aſtrologers and Chaldeans. There is a man, 
faid ſhe, in thy kingdom, in whom is the ſpitit of tbe 
Holy Gods [implying that the ſpirit of unholy de. 
vis was in the others], and i in the days of thy = 

ther 
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aber light and underſtanding and wiſdom, like the wij- 
dom of the Gods, was found in bim; whom the King, 
Nebuchadnezzar, thy father, the King, I ſay, thy 
father, made maſter of the magicians, aſtrologers, 
Cbaldeans, and ſootbſayers ;, for as much as an excel- 
Tent ſpirit, and knowledge, and underſtanding, inter- 
preting of dreams, and ſhewing of bard ſentences ;, and 
diſſolving of doubts were found in the ſame Daniel, 
whom the King named Belſbaxzar. Now let Daniel 

be called, eee eee the interpretation. Dan. 
V. Il, ka: 1 
This woman has a a moſt excellent por- 
trait of a miniſter of the ſpirit ; and as ſhe found 
the need of ſuch a ſpirit in her huſband's confu- 
fion, ſo many fooliſh virgins, who now call inſpi- 
ration enthuſiaſm, will, in the great and terrible 
day of the Lox, call for the ſame inſpiration ; 
give us of your oil, for aur lamps are gone out. Solo- 
mon calls the divine impreſſions of God's ws, 

e by the ſpirit of God, deep waters. 

Cusn. Yea, and when theſe deep waters art 
irred by a ſpiritual converſation, they will ſpring 
up, and influence both the affections and the 

tongue of the ſpeaker as they tiſe. Counſel in the 
heart man is like deep water; but a man of under - 
ftending will draw it out. Prov. xx. 5.— And as 
| theſe waters are drawn forth, ſo they refreſh, 
ſtrengthen, purify, and comfort others that hear 
the converſation ; as ſpeaketh the wiſe man: The 
words of 4 man's mouth. are as deep waters, and the 


wade of wiſdom a 4 flowing brook, Prov. 


xvili. 
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xvii. 4.—An experimental believer has always 
ſomething to ſay, when young Chriſtians aſk him 


_ queſtions; for the heart of the wiſe teacheth bis 
mouth, and addeth learning to bis lips, Prov. xvi. 23. 
-  An1MAAZ. Indeed, my brother, I feel the bleſſed 
effects of what you aſſert on my own ſpirit, for I 
find my underſtanding much enlightened into the 
word of God, my heart is enlarged, my affections 
are warmed, my bowels are refreſhed, and my 
judgment much eſtabliſhed. For my part, I never 
met with ſo precious a companion before. Such 
converſation leaves no guilt on the conſcience; it 
does not ſend one home with a ſecret ſting, as has 
too often been the caſe with me, when I have left 
a company that had nothing to diſcourſe about 
| but worldly matters. I have felt the wretched 
effects of :it afterwards in my cloſet, when I have 
come to face God in prayer; while on the other 
hand, divine converſe furniſhes the mind with a 
ſuitable frame for prayer and praiſe and I think 
this is Solomon's meaning, when he ſays, 4 man 
Hall be ſatisfied with good by the fruit of bis mouth, 
Prov. xii. 14. But what would ſome think of this 
converſation of ours. I believe it would appeat 


mere nonſenſe IP UE ee 


of Arts. 


— tro ac 
an arrogant title. Profeſſor of Arts would ſound 


that has puzzled the beſt of them, and ever will. 
Known unto Gob are all his works from the beginning. 


much better; for there is a myſtery in every art 


. 

* 
£ 
— 
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He is the grand maſter of all; and in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe there is no other; beeauſe there are ſo 
many myſteries in every art that they are not 
maſters of. Hence I have often thought that 

A. M. and M. A. have ſtood for two lies. The 
beſt art is divinity 5 and J believe this is one of | 
the laſt: that many young ſtudents are put to the 
Kudy of. They muſt be filled with heathen- 
if ficſt ; and if Gop calls them by grace, their 
keathen ſock ſerves for fuel, into which the devil 
ofren throws his darts, by tempting them to 
Atheiſm and Deiſm. The man that knows Gov, 
and himſelf, is the happieſt, the wiſeſt, the moſt 
uſeful, and always will appear the, brighteſt cha- 
races in the world: For it is ſaid that the King 
of Babylon communed with ſuch, and among them 
all was ſaund none like. Daniel, Hananiah,” Michael, 
and. Azariah ; therefore, taed they before \the King: 
And is all matters of wiſdom and underſtanding that 
the; King reguired of them, be fouud them. ten times 
_ beiter than all the magicians and n . were 
a realm. Dan, 9. nen on, 
The beſt botaniſt in the kt. is 3 man 
| Mo give the moſt ſaving. deſcription of the 
tree" of "life, that bleſſed plant of: renown, Ezek. 
' zxxiv; 29. Job tells you the root of it was 
found in him. Jeb xix. 28. Paul ſays, the wild 
_ Geariles were gtafted into it. and partook of its 
ſatneſs. Rom. xi. 19. John ſays, tbe leaves f it 
are for the bealing of the nations; — compare Rev. 
** a. with Iſaiah lil. 5. Ezekiel tells us, 104 
9 fruit 
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fruit thereof ſhall 'be for meat, and the leaf thereef 
for medicine, Ezek. xlvii. 12; and the fpoule 
tells us its branches are for a ſh dow, Song ii. 3. 
The Lord favour you and me with an keart-felr 
union with this tree, then ſhall our leaf never 
wither, nor ſhall we ceaſe from yielding fruit: 
He that abideth in me and I in bim, the ſame bring- 
eh forth much rats er without * me 3» can ds no- 
W N 2 2 | 

Indeed the Chriſtian has meide to do with 
various arts. He is an aſtronomer when he has 
Found out the bright and morning ſtar, Rev. xxii. 
16, and ſenſibly felt it rie in bis heart, 2 Pet. i. 
19. This blefſed light is ſucceeded by the hear 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhining on the ſoul 
<vith healing in bis beams, Mal. iv. 2. The beſt 
ſtar that ever the eaſtern ſages found, was that 
which led them to Bethlehem, where the Star of 
Jacob lay. Numb. xxiv. 17. We may ſay che 
lame of all other arts. God make us ſuch navi 
gators as ſhall gain the haven of everlaſting reſt; 
and ſuch geographers as ſhalt find out the new 
Heaven and the neu earth, wherein deelleth righteouſ- 
eſs, * Bleſſed be that philoſopher that has 
found the pearl of great price; and for evet 
bleſſed be that anatomiſt that has crucified and 
diſſected the old man, with his affections and 
luſts. And is not that man the beſt»progaoſti- 
cator, that, from the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, cay ſay with the Pſalmiſt - he ſball guide 
me with bis caunſel, and receive me into glory; if lo; 
„ c | then 
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then I take it for granted that he alſo will be 
found to be the beſt builder at laſt, who has beard 
the goſpel and obeyed it; and, like à wiſe maſter- 
builder, bas dug deep and founded bis faith and bope 
on the Rock of Iſrae!;, when the rains deſcend, and the 
winds blow, and the floods come and beat violently upon 
' that houſe, it could not be moved, becauſe it was 

| Founded + g rock. Luke vi. 48. All arts and 
ſciences beſides theſe, will be of little uſe in the 
day of judgment; and as they have a tendency 
to lift graceleſs men up with pride, and to ſet 
them above the pure and ſimple word of Gon, 
they are not worthy of the name of wiſdom, as 
ſpeaketh the Prophet : The wiſe men are aſhamed, 
they are diſmayed and taken: Lo, they have rejected 
the word ef the Lon b, and what u ii the 
in them? Jer. viii. 9. 

Gon, eee heck given many 
excellent gifts and parts to men, though fallen. 
Beauty, wit, ſkill, and wonderful ingenuity, as 
may be ſeen in the writings of Atheiſts, Deiſts, 
and other heathens; but, without preventing- 
grace be given, they are ſure to. be exerciſed 
to the diſhonour of the bountiful giver. 
The greateſt part of our univerſity education 
conſiſts in plundering the natural abilities of 
heathens. I have obſerved men, of acquired 
learning, who have diſcourſed with the ſublimity 


| ? of « Homer, yet at the ſame time ſeemed as 


deſtitute of natural and ſpiritual abilities as Peter 
| 3 found in the woods of 
Hanover. 
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Hadubarsi Such only ſhine in the natural abili- 


ties of others; and their borrowed language, from 
the native idiot, is as diſtinguiſhable as the par- 


rot's plumb from the perſon's voice which ic 


mimicks; for, as the wife man ſaith, excellent 
ſpeech becometh not @ fool. Prov. xvii. 7. | 

 AniMaaz. To be ſure there are no acquire- 
ments like the pure gifts which flow from Gov, 
who is the giver of every good and of every 


perfect gift; and when Gop gives grace to 


ſanQily a natural gift, then it is of great uſe ;— 

2 man's gift maketh room for — and bringeth bim 
before great men. Prov. xviii. 16, And certainly 

it is a great bleſſing to the chu v1 

CarisrT, the ſtone of belp, is the ſubſtance of the 

gift, and uſed in the awakening of ſinners, and 

eſtabliſhing of ſaints: A gift is as a precious lone in 


the eyes of bim that bath it; whitherſoever it turneth 


it proſpereth, Prov. xvii. 8. And for my part 1 
have read many volumes of learned and gracious 
men's nervous reaſonings againſt error, and erro- 
acous men; ſuch as volumes of ſermons to prove 
the being of a Gov, the authenticity of the Scrip- 


of Gov, while 


tures, the reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian -reli- 


gion, &c. which I could never get cither eſta- 


bliſhment or comfort from. 


' Cugnr. The volumes of ſermons, r other 
treatiſes, that haye been written to prove the 
being of a God, Ke brought many to doubt 
of ſuch a being, where no doubt ever roſe before 
. it. And as for proving the "=" 

© 
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« of Scripture: by ſcholaſtic reaſoning, it is like 
lighting of a taper to find out the ſun when he 
mines in his meridian. All ſyſtems of error that 
Save ever been publiſhed are like 4b2b's harneſs — 
there are always joints enough left open for the 
arrow of vengeance; the word of Gop is ſuffi- 
cient to marr every falſe ſyſtem however com- 
piled, and that Gop will let them know when he 
ſweeps away the refuges of lies. 


The natural propenſity of a man to fin againſt 
dme light of nature,—the guilt that he is perpe- 
tually ſtung with,—the fear of death and judg- 
ment that he 1s always in bondage to,—the checks 
that he feels before the commiſſion of fin,—the 
| violence that he is obliged to offer to his conſci- 
* ence afterwards,—the reflections that he often 
makes,—and the judgments that appear abroad 
in the earth, &c. &c. are quite ſufficient, not 
only to prove the exiſtence of Gop, but the cog- 
nizance that he daily takes both of them and 
their actions. And this is ſufficient alſo to prove 
the authenticity of his word; for there is not a 
corruption that ſtirs in man's heart, — not a laſci- 

- vious thought that roves on his mind, —not a 
crime that he commits,-not a cogitation that 
he feels, —nor a judgment. that he fears, but 
what are diſcovered by a divine ray in the ſecret. 
oracles, and flaſh many awful convictions on the 
conſcience. of every tranſgr@Þr. This, ſhews 
the law written in their heart; and if an 

* "2 appeal to Gop, .to .to ſcripture, to conſcience, to 
creation, 
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creation, and to the accompliſhment of thy pro- 
phecies, are not ſufficient to convince them, 
ſcholaſtic reaſoning will hardly do it. The man 
that will daringly deny the hourly verdict of his 
thoughts, and the perpetual decifion of his own 
conſcience, is more hardened than the devil him- 
ſelf; for Satan never denied the conviction that 
he felt, nor the vengeance he feared, in all the 

_ outcry that be made in the days of our Loxp's mi- 
niſtry. There is not an erroneous man in all the - 
world but what fulfils ſome part or other of the 
Scriptures, -. God has promiſed to ſend firong 
deluſions that men may believe a lie, and be damned 
for rejecting the truth, and taking pleaſure in 

unrighteouſneſs; therefore I think ſuch deſperate 
ſinners are not worth the notice of a divine; they 
are ſubverted, and fin, being condemned of their ' own 
conſcience, Tit. iii. 113 and 1 reprove ſuch ſeorners, 
is to get one's ſelf a blot. Prov: ix. Nin 

The Al Mokry, as the Gob of Salvation, 

can never be diſcovered in his gracious purpoſes 
but in his own rays; as faith our bleſſed apoſtle, 
For God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſpined into our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus CHRIST. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

AniMaaz. My dear brother, I never felt 
my foul ſo ſweetly entertained and eſtabliſhed in 
my life, as I have by your converſation. I have 

often wiſhed to know the mind and will of Gop ; 
in many of theſe particulars which you have « 
D menen 
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mentioned; you are as Elihu was to Job, accord 
ing to my wiſh in God's ſtead, Job xxxili. 6; for 


I am like the two diſconſolate diſciples when 


the Saviour overtook them, and opened up, ex- 


plained, and applied the Scriptures, till their 


hearts burned within them, And indeed if you 
had not ſpoken againſt the ſufficiency of human 
learning, I ſhould have thought you a profeſſor 
of the languages, a doctor of divinity, a maſter 
of arts, a critical reviewer, an antiquarian, and 

a fellow of the royal ſociety. | 


 Cusmi. You may take me juſt as you pleaſe. 


4 I profeſs ſomething of the language of Canaan; 
and I think he is the beſt doctor that is the moſt 


uſeful to ſouls; a ſound divine is a profeſſor of 
the beſt art; the man that knows truth from 
error is a valuable critic ; he that has made his 
calling and election ſure, is a good antiquarian 
and he that is ſound in faith, is a fellow of that 


5 ſociety that is divinely and Wee royal, 1 Pet ii. 


9. Rev. v. 10. 


. AntMaaz. I perceive thou art a man of 1 
mour, as well as a man of grace, and certainly 
have a competent meaſure of natural abilities, 
as well as a profound experience; this I think 
appears plain to any obſerver; and as Gop hag 
been . pleaſed to ſend both into a miniſterial 
channel; I believe they will appear much to his 
own honour, the good of his people, and to 
the confuſion of the enemies of his cauſe. 


Cusar, 


QOTS%) 


Cusn. What J am, I am by creation and grace; 
you may diſcover me better than I can diſcover 
myſelf. But be aſſured of this, that there never 
was five pounds laid out upon me for human 
poliſhing fince I have been in the world; nor is 
my deficiency in human learning any impedi- 
ment in the way of uſefulneſs. If Gop the Holy 
Ghoſt prepares a man's heart, and takes poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, he will create the fruit of the lip 
alſo, and give that man a mouth and wiſdom that 
all bis adverſaries ſhall never be able to gainſay or 
reſiſt. And for my part I have often thought 
that human learning has robbed Gop of one-half 
of the glory that is due to him. I have read 
Cave's Lives of the Fathers till my heart has 
heaved at the work, to ſee how the creature has 
been exalted, The leading account of every 
character is the piety of their anceſtors ; juſt as 
if grace was hereditary : Secondly, their aptneſs 
to outſtrip all others in human learning: Third- 
ly, their mortifying their bodies in a cave; juſt 
as if the devil and the old man of fin was not to 
be found in a cave, as well as in a city. And as 
for the Holy Ghoſt, he is hardly mentioned, 
though there is no ſuch thing as mortifying any 
one deed of the fleſh (to good purpoſe) but through | 
bim, Rom. viii. 1 33 and if grace be mentioned 


in that book, it is lightly touched juſt at the 
concluſion of a narrative. 


Calamy's Life of Baxter is juſt ſuch another rotten 
Jumble of human excellency. - T he Holy Ghoſt 
| 1 ä 78 


( 6 7 
is the regenerator, the renewer, and the orna- 
mentor of every real Chriſtian; and if he be not 
glorified by us, we ſhall ſurely be debaſed by 
him; - for them that honour me I will . honour, and 
' they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. 
It. 30; or, as the Saviour ſays, he that exalteth 
bimſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that bumbleth himſelf 
Hall be exalted. Matt. xxiii. 13. 


AHlMAAZ. It is right, certainly, that Gop in 
all things ſhould be glorified through Jesus CHRIST. 
But allowances, my brother, muſt be made: 
Some Chriſtians have been drawn altogether by 
love, without any convictions at all ; theſe, not 
feeling the plague of their hearts, nor the awful 
arreſt of divine juſtice, will remain of a legal 
tincture, and their language is far from being 
pure. Theſe are not properly evangelized, they 
are not brought off from all confidence in the 
fleſh," conſequently they will not ſavour ſo. ſweet 
of the dear Redeemer as thoſe who have been 
chaced by the terrors of law and juſtice, to em- 
brace him as their only refuge, and lay hold of 
him as the only hope ſet before them. 

Cusn1. God is a free agent, and will work on 
his people as it pleaſeth him; but to be con- 
verted without repentance,—to be born again 
without ſoul travail, —to be forgiven without 
being convinced we have nothing to: pay,—to be 
- healed without feeling our ſickneſs, — and to be 
ſaved before we find ourſelves lolt—is a myſtery. 
to me, and muſt remain ſo. 


A That 
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That Gop often begins to allure a ſoul by 
goſpel promiſes I do not deny; but ſuch gene- 
rally find travail, and ſickneſs too, before they 
arrive at Gop's tabernacle, or dwell on his holy 
hill. I have obſerved ſome perſons, who have 
had their ſharpeſt ſtruggles with law and con- 
ſcience, even on their death beds; and the very 
pains of death have haſtened the pains of their 
ſpiritual birth, ſo that the birth of their ſouls 
juſt preceded the death of their bodies ;—ſuch 
Have gone to glory, full fraught with the cor- 
dials of divine conſolation. This I think agrees 
with the goſpel ſenſe of this text: But when the 
people of the land ſhall come before the Loxb, in the 
ſolemn feaſts, he that emtereth in by the way of the 
north gate to worſhip, ſball go cut by the way of the 
ſouth gate; and be that entereth by the way of the 
ſouth gate, ſhall go forth by the way of the north gate; 
he ſhall not return by the way of the gate whereby be 
came in, but- ſhall go forth over againſt it. Ez. xlvi. 
9. And although. ſome, as you obſerve; are 
very legal, and ſavour too much of the fleſh, - 
yet I believe, if they belong to Gop, that he 
will permit their; fleſhly confidence ſo. often to 
deceive them, that they will be led to feel after 
him, who makes his ſtrength perfect in our 
weakneſs; and as his bleſſed arm is made bare 
to them, they will be careful to ſpeak to the 
honour of him whoſe power they feel; thus he 
turns to the people a pure language. 


 AHIMAaaz. I have formerly obſerved ſeveral 
things which you have mentioned; and while you 
D 3 have 
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have been ſpeaking they have occurred freſh ta 
my mind; but I have not been ſo ſtrict an ob- 
ſerver of the works of Gop, and of the bleſſed 
teachings of the Holy Spirit, as you have, which 
is both my fin and my loſs; as ſpeaketh the 
Pſalmiſt, V boſo is wiſe and will obſerve theſe things, 
even they ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the 
'Loxp, Pſalm cvii. 43; and the more the loving 
"Kindneſs of the Loxp is ſeen, the more is the 
faith of a believer increaſed and encouraged, 
And ſometimes Gop permits an unbeliever to be 
forcibly ſtruck- with real convictions, while he be- 
holds the viſible hand of Gop in ſupporting and 
bringing his own children out of difficulties—as 
the Queen of Sheba was ſtruck at Solomon's. 
wiſdom ; their falſe hopes give way, and their 
language is like that of the Pſalmiſt, I bad 
fainted unleſs I bad believed to ſee the goodneſs of the 
Loxp in the land of the living. Pſalm xxvii. 13. 
Cvsn1. The man that watches the dealings of 
God with him, both in providence and grace, 
he ſhall find the Lord's promiſe daily verified 
Iwill, ſays Gop, make all my goodneſs paſs before 
bee. Such watchful ſouls ſhall ſee many an ob- 
ſtacle removed, many a precious promiſe turned 
up, many an intricate providence made ſtreight, 
many a knotty experience unriddled, many an 
enemy entangled in his own council, many a 
hint dropped for faith to catch, many a glorious 
beam to direct his ſteps, and many a ſweet drop 
of divine en will be poured as an oil on 
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his ſoul, which will diſſolve the ſtubborn heart, 
and divinely ſweeten and ſoften every unruly 
faculty: Thus fball the man be bleſſed that feareth 
the LorD, and with favour will ” compaſs bim as 
with a ſhield. 

The penitential moan of Adam, as pickbtie 
Milton paints it, is worth the notice of every 
tender-hearted Chriſtian: Bo // L Ih9 


This moſt afflicts me, that departing hence, 
As from his face I ſhall be hid, deprived 
His bleſſed count*nance; here I could frequent 
With worſhip place by place where he vouchſaf d 
Preſence divine, and to my fons relate, 
On this mount he appear'd, under this tree 
Stood viſible, among theſe pines his voice 
I heard, here with him at this fountain talk'd: 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of graſſy turf, and pile up every ſtone 
Of luſtre from the brook, in memory, 
Or monument to ages, and thereon | : 
Offer ſweet- ſmelling gums, and fruits, and flowers. 
In yonder nether world where ſhall I ſeek _ 
His bright appearances, or footſteps trace? 
For though I fled him angry, yet recall'd 
To life prolong'd and promis'd race, I now 
_ Gladly behold though but his utmoſt ſkirts 
Of glory, and far off his ſteps adore. 72 


The anſwer is as ſweet as the other i is moving: 


Doubt not but in valley and in plain Dans 4 | 
God. is as here, and will be found alike + 
Preſent, and of his preſence many a fign | 
- Still following thee, till compaſling thee round 
Wich goodneſs and pater nal love, his face 
1 and of his ſteps the track divine. 


D 4 AKIMAAZ, 
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+ Anntaaz. "Certainly'a man cannot live in 
the fear of Go, unleſs he doth conſider himſelf 
daily in the immediate preſence of him; and to 
ſeel his ſupporting hand, to enjoy the teſtimony 
of his Spirit, to find his approbation with one, 
and his power manifeſted in leading one on, and 
holding one up in the face of all oppoſition, 
enables a man to rejoice, and ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, the LorD is on my ſide, I will not fear 
what man can do unto me. And I have often 
thought that  Gop has, and ſtill doth, reveal 


| | himſelf by his Spirit to many ſouls in the world 


who have not the word of Gob preached to them 
by men; or, in other words, who have not the 
means of grace as we have; and I have at times 
got comfort from theſe thoughts with * to 
the poor heathens. 

Cus gi. As I obſerved ade ** is a Go 
agent; but I do not deſire to be wiſe above 
what is written. I have read the prophecies of 
the ten Sibyls, and certainly there is a deal of 
truth in them, though it be ſung with wild notes; 
and if they are allowed to be propheteſſes of the 
Log, they are witneſſes in your favour... Bur 
our great Apoſtle doth not countenance you at 
all; Ir is written, ſaith he, that whoſoever ſhall call 
on [the name of the Lok ſhall be ſaved; bow then 
Hall they call on bim in whom they have not believed; 
and bow ſhall they believe in bim of whom they bave 
not heard; and bow Hall they hear without a preacher, 
| and how ſhall they preach except hey be ſent ? Rom. 
xX. 145 1. CHRIST: * goſpel to every 
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creature, and be that believes fhall be ſaved, and be 
that believes not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16, 17; 
and again, This goſpel muſt be preached in all the 
world for a witneſs, and then ſhall the” end come. 
Matt. xxiv. 14. I believe, if you and I were to 
travel throughout the heathen world, where they 
are deſtitute of the word of Gop, we ſhould never 
be able to find a ſoul converted to CHRIST ; nor 
do I read that Paul found one in all his travels. 

Animaaz. I think, in fome things, thou art 
rather too contrafted, my brother; for my part, 
I would wiſh ever to poſſeſs an open and catho- 
lic ſpirit, I have obſerved many things in thy 
converſation that difcover an unbecoming nar- 
rowneſs. Paul tells us that we foculd not be 
eig biened i in our bowels, and he ſpeaks unto us, as © 
to bis children, that we ſhould be enlarged. 2 Cor. 
vil. 12, 13. It was a ſweet ſpirit that Gop gave 
Solomon; it is ſaid that be gave him enlargement 
of heart as the ſand that is upon the ſea ſhore. 
1 Kings, iv. 29. And this is what that eminent 
ſaint of Gop (I mean Jabez) prayed for; it was, 
that Gob would bleſs bim indeed, and enlarge bis 
coaſt, 1 Chron. iv. 10; and I hope 'Gop will 
favour thee with the ſame, my brother, for in- 
deed a narrow, Des: Baue ark is a n 
bad one. 

- Cont. ' I am much obliged to thee, bin there | 
are ſeveral expreſſions of yours which I obje& 
to. I have often thought that Moſes himſelf, if 
he was upon earth in ourday, would be accuſed of 
a narrow ſpirit; for he declares to an audience of 
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fx hundred thovſand ſouls, Ye have ſeen all that the 
'LoRD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto 
Pharoah, and unto all his ſervants, and unto all bis 
land; the great temptations which thine eyes bave ſeen— 
' the figns and thoſe great miracles ; yet the Loxd hathnot 
given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and 
ears to bear, unto this day. And I have led you forty 
years in the wilderneſs. Deut. xxix. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
This part of Moſes's doArine would be cenſured 
in the preſent day as the effects of a contracted 
ſpirit ; and certainly it differed much from the 
univerſal ſpirit of Corab, Abiram, and Dathan 
for though Moſes declared Iſrael to be blind, ig- 
norant, and inſenſible, yet they declared them all 
ſanctified, and in the preſence of Gop, and 
warmly rebuked the bigotry of Moſes and Aaron; 
For they gathered themſelves. together againſt Moſes, 

and againſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Ye take too 
much upon you, ſeeing all the congregation are holy 
every one of them, and the Loxp is among them, 
wherefore then lift ye up yourſehves above the congre- 
gation of the LoD? Numb. xvi. 3. The con- 
tracted ſermon of Moſes, and the declaration of 
this catholic company, differs « widely, Moſes 
declares them #lind and inſenfible,—theſe declare 
them all holy, and Gop's preſence among them 
but it happened with them according to the wiſe 
man's ſaying, There is a juſt man (as they ſuppoſed 
themſelves to be) hat. periſheth in bis righteouſ- 
neſs, and there is a wicked man (as they ſuppoſed 
Moſes) {bat prolongeth bis life in bis wickedneſs. 
Weh. vii. 55 * ſo it happened here—for 
vi ; . Moſes 
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Moſes ** Corab and all his company. They 
periſhed from the congregation with all their 
candour, — they went into the pit alive with all 
that they had; while Moſes, with all his con- 
tracted ſpirit, died at the mouth of the Ar- 
MIGHTY 3 or, as it might be rendered, without 
offering any vialence to the text, that Go "oy 
him to death. 

Jesvs CarisT himſelf was viewed as one of a 
_ contracted ſpirit, when he told the Nazarenes 
that many widows were in Iſrael in the days of Elias, 
but to none of them was Elias ſent but to Sarepta, 6 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow : And 
many lepers were in Iſrael in the time of Eliſha the 
prophet, and none of them were cleanſed, ſaving 
| Naeman the Syrian. Theſe ſovereign and difcri- 
minating acts of Gop appeared to the Saviour's 
audience as the effects of a contracted ſpirit, and 
therefore they were determined to break bis neck: 
And all they in the ſynagogue, when they beard theſe 
things, were filled with wrath; and roſe up and thruſt 
bim out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the 
Bill (whereon their city was built) that they might 
CAST HIM DOWN HEADLONG.. Luke iv. 25—29. 
But the Scribes and Phariſees were of a more 


catholic ſpitit; for they excommunicated none 


unleſs he. confeſſed the true faith of CHRIST: 
For the Jews bad agreed already, that if am man 
did confeſs that he was CHRIST, be ſhould be put out 
of the ſynagogue. John ix. 21. Nor did the Pha- 
riſees preſume to anathematiſe any but the real 
bee? _ ele& 
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elect of Goo this people that know not the law are 
exrſed. John vii. 49. You ſee theſe open catho- 
lic clergy admitted all to their communion, but 
the Saviour and his few choſen followers. ' So 
the devil had full poſſeſſion of the ſynagogues, 
while the rulers and ſcribes defended their fire, 
and ſtuck to his council : Have any of the rulers 
zelieved on him? John vii. 48. No, they aGhered to 
their own progenitor; and it was not without 
cauſe that the Saviour ſaid vnto them, Le are of 
your father the devil, and the luſt of your father ye 
will do. John viii. 44. e 
" AntMaaz. Tou are got quite into irony, my 
brother; there was no call for ſuch a tart reply. 
I only meant that Chriſtians ſhould judge chari- 
rably, and not entertain too contracted an opi- 
nion of a very few being ſaved; and by an open 
and catholic ſpirit, I mean, that we ſhould love 
all ranks of profeſſing people, though they differ 
from us in doctrines and worſhip; we ſhould 
ſpread a mantle of love over their errors, where 
we have reaſon to believe that: 4 root of the 
matter is in them. 5 Fr 
Cvss1. I defire-to love all that Jove our lian 
Jesus Cnnrsr in fincerity and truth. This is the 
love that Paul poſſeſſed; he loved all that loved 
our Lorp Jesus Cxrsr in ſincerity and truth; 
and if they love Cuxisr fincerely, the root of the 
matter is in them; and if they love him in trutb, 
then they will not differ from us in doctrine. 


That ſoul that loves CurIST in truth, will not 
2 | | ſtand 
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ſtand" in need of thy mantle to cover his errors, 
for love is the root of all real evangelical obe 
dience, while, on the other hand, enmity is the root 
of all rebellion; and although a young believer 
cannot ſee eye to eye with an old one, yet he 
will not fight againſt any truth that is brought 
from the word of Go love will produce the 
obedience of faith—charity believeth all things, 
The ſoul that oppoſes any plain truth does not 
love CarrsT in truth, nor does he love him in 
ſincerity, -becauſe he is not obedient.” The new 
creation is full as uniform as the old; Gop did 
not ſend man into the world to walk about 
without a head, nor does he create a ſoul anew 
withour giving him an underſtanding Ae know 
that the Son of GoD is come, and bath given us an 
underſtanding. 1 John vi 20. Gop has not only 
promiſed the ſpirit of love, but he has promiſed 
the ſpirit "of a ſound mind alſo. I have heard 
people talk of perſons being evangeliſts in heart, 
though legal in judgment; but CHRIST tells us 
that we are to know the heart by that which 
proceeds from it —if ſo, an erroneous Judgment 
proves a rotten heart. 
My reaſon for anſwering thee ſo ſbarply is, 
becauſe 1 haye heard ſo much of late about an 
open catholic ſpirit, that it "ſeems to be a cant 
word, that ſtands for any thing, or nothing. 
We have many in our days who ſeem to be very 

open in their ſermons, crying out, «© Come all, 
= * Jeſus ſtands with open arms to receive 
| ce you, 
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« you,—rell yourſelves upon him: - my foul 
« for yours if he caſts you out.” And yet 
theſe men, that preach this univerſal goſpel, 
are ſo incenſed at the cordial reception of a re- 
turning prodigal, that they would rob him of 
his kid, and ſtop his mouth from declaring what 
God has done for his ſoul, I am a living wit- 
neſs of this truth, and ſo are thouſands more. 
Their reſentment has run ſo high, that the in- 
treaties of the Father of all Mercies is not ſuf- 
ficient to bring them into an acquieſcence with 
his ſovereign diſplay of diſcriminating grace. It 
appears as if they-would have been better pleaſed 
if he had periſhed in his own deceivings, than 
they are at the e am ſafe and 
ſound. EN 

Now Moſes was "of. a. different A from 
theſe ; for although his doctrine was nothing like 
theirs in latitude, yet his heart was as wide 
as their ſermons. When a young man ran and 
told Moſes, ſaying, Eldad and Medad do prophecy 
in the camps, and Joſhua ſaid, my lord Moſes, forbid 
them; his open reply is, Emvieſt thou for my ſake ? 
I would to GoD that all the Lonp's people were 
prophets, and that be would put bis Spirit upon them. 
Numb. xi. 27, 28, 29. If this be an open ſpirit 
in reality, how little of it have they got who 
will load a ſound teſtimony with ſcandal, and 
uſe their utmoſt endeavour to hinder the uſe- 
fulneſs of thoſe that God is pleaſed. 1 ſend into 
the Fhurch. : 


; The 
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The Bible will hardly furniſn us with a miniſter 
(who pretends to preach CanrisT) of ſuch a 
ſpirit as this, except it be Diotrephes; and Go 
ſays nothing in his favour. I wrote unte the 
Cburch (ſaid John), but Diotrepbes, who loveth to 
have the pre-eminence among them, received us not; 
wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which 
he doeth, prating againſt us with malicious words; 
and not content therewith, neither doth be himſelf 
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, 
and cafteth them out of the Church. 3 John ix. 10. 
This man is one of a catholic ſpirit; he kept 
John himſelf out of the pulpit, —he forbad his 
epiſtles being read to the congregation, —he 
would admit no labourer that John ſent into his 
pulpit, and thoſe that would have let them 
preach in their houſes, he forbad alſo; and if they 
diſputed his uſurped authority, he excommuni- 
cated them; or, as the text ſaith, he caſt them out 
of the Church, This man was a Lord over Gop's 


heritage, and this wretched ſpirit is cheriſhed 
too much in our days. | 


. For my part I wiſh never to hear the word 
catholic again, It is a word-that, I believe, 
was coined in Egypt at the time of the diſpute 
between that dreadful monſter Arius, the grand- 
father of our preſent Arians, and Athanajius, ' 
whom Gop raiſed up to oppoſe him. The cauſe 
of Satan againſt CurisT, carried on by. Arius, 
was called the Arian cauſe, or the Arian faith; 
while, on the other hand, the cauſe of truth, 
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pleaded by Athanaſius, by way of diſtinction, 
was called the Cathokc cauſe, or Catholic faith; ſo 
that thoſe ſouls that enjoyed the Father's love, 
the Saviour's atonement, and the Holy Ghoſt's 
teſtimony in their ſouls, were ſtyled people of 
the catholic faith; while thoſe that ridiculed and 
* abuſed the LoxD Jesus Curisr, declaring him a 
mere creature, were called Arians, being the 
recipients of his damnable berefy, as the "oP 
Ghoſt ſtyles it, 2 Pet. it. 1, | 


While the true faith flouriſhed at Rome, thoſe 
believers that were of that city were ſtyled Roman 
Catholics; but as they have now exalted a Pope, 
in oppoſition to Car1sT, and have caſt out his 
word, and introduced their own ſuperſtitious 
vanities inſtead of it, and yet appropriate the 
name.' Catholic to themſelves, it is now big 
with nothing but miſchief; for he is deemed the 
beſt Catholic that oppoſes truth, kills the ſaints, 
and burns the bible; therefore it is high time to 
drop the word, and bring in thoſe that are better 
underſtood, and that are of a more antient date ; 
ſuch as ſaints, believers, children of God, diſciples 
of CnR ist, partaker of the Spirit, the houſehold of 
faith, &c. are terms that have a better meaning 
than a catholic man, catholic ſpirit, and catholic church. 
Let us be no longer plunderers of the whore of 
Babylon let her. names go with her relics, 
merit, and all the reſt of her wan . f ogg let 
; * ſay, n rid of bad rubbiſh, | 


Ania. 
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__- Anmaaz. I find you are no friend to the 
Roman Catholics, and yet you are beholden to 
them; for your Common Prayer Books were 
entirely of their compoſing, only our reformers 
purged out ſome few Popiſh dregs — ſuch 
as praying to ſaints and angels, &c. &c. And 
you know we have many good and able miniſters 
of Jzsus CHRIST, who exalt its excellency pub- 
licly above all extempore prayer; and others, ; 
who were not in the eſtabliſhment when they 
took on them the miniſtry, are taking the form 
with them, even at the riſk of the Biſhop's diſ- 
pleaſure; yea, and ſome have ſpent hundreds, 
if not thouſands of pounds at law, in order to 
ſecure the uſe of it. What do 1 think of 
this? | 
'Cvusnr. ' Suppoſe I was to go to-morrow into 
a town-where the goſpel had never been preached, 
and where there was not a ſoul to be found that 
was converted to CHRIST, and I ſhould preach 
from this text, Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of CurisT be is none of his, Rom. viii. 93 and 1 
was to declare, firſt, the inſufficiency of a form 
of godlineſs without the power; ſecondly, the 
neceſſity of regeneration; thirdly, ſne the ope- 
rations of the Spirit from the word of God; 
fourthly, that Gop ſeeketh ſpiritual worſhippers ; 
and hftly prove, that the Holy Ghoſt is ſufficient 
to work faith, to ſanRify the ſoul, and prepare 
it for the reception of CRRIsTNH ; and ſufficient 
alſo to lead the believer on in a coutſe of ſpiri- 
. tual 
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-tual devotion, as the ſpirit of grace and of ſup- 
plication; and four ſouls, under this diſcourſe, 
ſhovld be convinced of the inſufficiency of their 

formality ; ſhould you not think that I had ated 
% the faithful part in. handling the above text in 
that manner? and that Gop had approved of it 

by four perſons being convinced under it ? 
AniMAAZz. I ſhould think that you had taken 
the beſt ſtep that could be taken to undermine 
their ſandy foundation, and to ſhew them the ne- 
ceſſity of being made new creatures in CH IST; 
and I am fully perſuaded that Gop's word would 
. bear you our. | 
- Cusxri. Then ſuppoſe there mould come a 
goſpel miniſter the week following into the 
church, and he ſhould preach up the excellency 
of the form, caſt a few reflections on diſſenters, 
and ſpeak lightly of extempore prayer, and ſettle 
theſe four convinced ſouls: on their old bottom 
again, would he not build up that which I bad 
 defireyed? Gal. ii. 18; and if ſo, . would be 
the tranſgreſſor? 

AhIMAAZ. Certainly he would. 

Cusxi. Then you have decided this matter. 
And I believe there are many in our days, who are 
deſtitute of grace, bitterly prejudiced againſt many 

- miniſters that Gop has ſent, who preach and 
pray as the Spirit gives them utterance, who 

hear the goſpel, but place all their hopes in the 
form. And when theſe unleavened formaliſts 
hear a goſpel miniſter cry up the excellency of 
is 7 the 
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the form, and ridicule ſpiritual petitions,. their 
ſelf. righteous ſouls. are fed with the | venom of 
aſps; their native prejudice againſt pious -diſ- 
ſenters is fixed the firmer, and they are wickedly 
and deceitfully eſtabliſhed on the old baſis of 
depraved nature this i is no part of the work of 
an evangeliſt, 


AniMaaz. Do you EY my brother, that 
ever the Lox p | Jesvs ſet their own ſouls at 
liberty in anſwer to the forms of prayer? One 

would think that he had, as they ſpeak ſo highly 
of it, and ſo lightly of extempore prayer. 


Cusn. No; Goyp permits none to prevail 
with him, but thoſe who by the Spirit's inter- 
ceſſion pour out their ſouls before him in faith, 
under a ſenſe of want and in a language expreſ- 
ſive of their own troubles. And I will be bold 
to ſay, that if my brother could be in the ſtudy 
of theſe good men on ſome Saturday evening, or 
Sunday morning, when their Bible is as a 
ſealed book, Satan buffeting them, their mind 

Pere their judgments bewildered, a congre- 

gation gathering together, and no text opened 

to them, no thoughts ſpringing up, altogether 

unfurniſnhed for the pulpit, he would then fee 
them upon their knees before Gop at hard work, 
without any ſervice book in their hands; he 
would hear their groaning petitions, — ſee 
their tears, —and be convinced that the whole 

bulineſs was carried on between Gop and their 

"= 2 own 
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"own ſouls by thoſe very extempore prayers which 


they publicly fpeak ſo lightly of. 

. ApiMaaz. If this be the caſe, we muſt act 
| . with good men's bigotry as the Saviour bids 
vs do with bad men's precepts; he tells us not 10 
"do as the Phariſees do, but to do as they ſay; but 

here we muſt not do (in this matter) as thele 

good men ſay, but as they do. | 

** Cosar. If you do ſo, you will do right ;—for 
if the ſupplications of the Holy Spirit will not 

prevail with Gop, no human compoſitions can. 

AniMaaz. I believe there was at one time 
near two thouſand miniſters of the goſpel in this 
country that expoſed themſelves to many hard- 
mips for their non - conformity to the Common 

Prayer; which at times has led me to think very 

lightly of their ſufferings; ſince I have heard 

many good men who preach the ſame doctrine 
that they did, and yet contend for, and highly 
extol, the very things that their conſciences 
could never conform to. I have thought that 
their non- conformity was the effect of a ſtubborn 
and rebellious ſpirit, and their ſufferings were 
only in deſence of a blind and miſled conſcience. 

This muſt be the caſe of thoſe non- conformiſts, 

or our preſent advocates for the form muſt be in 

the wrong, one of it; and I confeſs your preſent 

_ *converfation about it has brought it as a puzzling 

matter of debate afreſh to my mind; and for * 
Part I am not able to decide it. 7.2 
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Cusnt. 
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Cusn. It is true, there were great numbers 
- that ſoffered hunger, cold, and nakedneſs; - 


moreover bonds and impriſonments; yea, and 
even death itſelf, rather than conform to the 


rules of the Common Prayer Book. And if, - 


they did it in defence of a blind or miſled con- 


. 


ſcience, we may ſay of their ſufferings as David : 


ſaid of the death of Saul's generat—azed. Abner as 
a fool dieth; 2 Sam. iii. 33. Yet I chink tis eaſy 
to decide the matter between the antient non- 
conformiſts and out preſent, advocates; the non- 
conformiſts had the whole ward * G0 on their 
ſide, but the others have not. h 

It is a bleſſed thing that men one's no domi- 
nion over our faith, and that our faith. is, to ſtand 
in God's. power, not in man's wiſdom; but he 
that attempts to eſtabliſh my faith on a human 
form, endeavours to ſettle it in the wiſdom ef 
men, inſtead of the power of God. Faith is the 
gift of Gop the Father, —a grace from Gop the 
Saviour's fulneſs,—and is wrought in man by 
the operation of Gop the Holy Ghaſt; and in 


the promiſed aid of Gop, and in the powerful = 


operations of Father, Son, and Spirit, it muſt; 
ſtand, and no where elſGG. 
I know there are many 8 an 
| characters, whom Gop has called to the miniſtry; 
ſince their firſt ignorant attempt to qualify them 
ſelves for it at a univerſity ; and in that ſphere they 
will ſhine, while they abide with Gop, wherein 


"ha were. called; but as the current af ſcripture; 
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does not flow in that channel, and as their ſouls 
were not delivered in anſwer to that form, and 
as they make uſe of extempore prayer in their 
families, and between Gop and their own ſouls, I 
think they might forbear their public reflections 
on thoſe prayers which have done ſo much for 
'them. 

AniMaAaz. Pray, my dear brother, what may 
Leal thy name? 5 TRE 

"Cousnr.' My name is Cus gr. 

AmMAAZ. Of what country, pray. 5 
Cost. I am an Iſraelite; and bleſſed be Gob 
through. : rich Vece by _—_ I am an raed 
indeed. 

AumAAz. That 1 ty" believe; ; fins geln 
and blood could never reveal the things unto 
thee that I have heard from thee; ſurely be lips 
ef knowledge are à precious jewel; and the light 
and ſavour that my ſoul has felt under thy con- 
verſation is an additional proof of it —ſor the 
excellency and the power of religion is all of 
Gop. I wiſh my brother would relate a little of 
the dealings of Gop with him; l ſhovld be all at- 
tention my heart is ſweetly becalmed—my ſeat 
is pure eaſy; I don't believe that I ſhould: be. 
tired if I was to ſit here all night; nor do 1 
believe that I ſhould feel the want of food; my 
very body has loſt its ati ſince n * has 


been at this banquet. 
Cusn. I can hardly help madig at adhble, 


my brother; for thou — I could fit all night, 
when 


_E 2 
when we have done that already; it was twelve 
o'clock yeſterday when we met under this tree, 
and now it wants half an hour of the ſame—we 
have fat juſt twenty-three hours anda half;— 
ſurely, if ſome people were to hear thee, they. 
would ſay as the giddy multitude did of Peter 
and John, hat they were full of new wine. As for 
thy body having loſt its appetite is no wonder;. 
the body and ſoul are cloſely united, and both 
intereſted in the covenant of grace. If the ſoul 
is burdened, the countenance of the body will 
proclaim it; the knees will tremble under its 
burden, and the whole animal frame will feel 
the effects of it. But, on the other hand, if the 
ſoul be enrapt in the viſion of faith, as Paul 
was, it is ſo forgotten that the ſoul cannot re- 
late whether the body was in the company or 
not; and when the ſoul is indulged with the 
ſmiles of Gop, the body will forget both its; 
wants and its infirmities, as Elijah, did when his; 
body-faſted forty days, after the angels had en- 
tertained him under the juniper, tree; or like 
Abraham, who at almoſt an hundred years old. 
ran to the tent and ordered an entertainment for 
the beſt gueſt that ever viſited the world. 1 
David certainly had ſome meaning when he ſaid; 

my heart and my fleſb crieth' out for the living Goo, 
Pſalm Ixxxiv. 2; and, on the other hand, the 
terrors of Go on his ſoul made the beauty of bis 
body to conſume away like a moth.- Pſalm xxxix. 11. 
But : ſhall proceed to give my dear brother ſome 


E4 | | account 


. 15 Gob that judgeth in the earth, 
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account of the dealings of Gop' with me, and 
I ſhall do it with pleaſure; for I never find my 
ſpirit- more in its element than when, like Davids 
Fam telling others that fear  Gop cbt nr hath 
done” for my ſoul, Pſalm Ixvi. 16. And indeed I 
think this is daing the work of an evangeliſt, 
much more than relating what we have done 
for Gop. 

In my younger days I was one of a metinchoty 
turn of mind, and was kept in perpetual bondage 
through the fear of death; and at certain ſeaſons 
F was rather devotional, after the manner of the 
Jews, but very ignorant of the nature and being 
of JenO VA. Nor did I ever rightly conſider 
his omnipreſence, his -univerſal providence, his 
care for, nor his government of the world, until 
the great ſtir was made in Iſrael about David, 
the ſon of Jeſſe, killing the Goliab of Gath. The 
report of that wonderful act forcibly ſtruck me; 
the thoughts of his formidable and panoply'd 
antagoniſt, and the unarmed ftripling (I mean 
David) going agaiaſt him with no- other armour 
than faith in Gop, whom he ſo often ſtyles the 
ſhield of bis help ; ſorely, he was clad with zeal for 
the Lozxp Gop of Iſrael, as with a cloak. His 
bold declaration to his formidable adverſary, and 
the wonderful event that juſtified his confident 
prediction, wrought wonderfully upon me, and 
effectually brought me to believe, verily that 1 


From 
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** that time L was led to watch narrowly 
the hand of Gop-with-that-eminent man; and in 
my heart ſaid, as Ruth did to Naomi, Thy people: 
ſhall be ny people, and thy Gad my. Cad. I ſaw: 
him in ſo bleſſed a ſtate, and ſo viſibly deſended 
and upheld by the Aumicnty, that at times L 
was provoked to jealouſy, and ſecretly envied 
him his happineſs, yet would have given all the 
world for a part or lot in David's Gop, whom he 
ſo often ſtyles the portion of bis ſoul, ES 

AnmMaaz. You bring many things to my 
mind but to break in upon your warm con- 
verſation would extinguiſh the glowing: fervaur 
of your ſpirit; go on, * . I am al 
attention. 

Cusnt. I ſoon Mad; of Saul's hatred * 
David, of his cruel jealouſy, and of his attempt- 
ing to kill him; and ſome, wha were very much 
attached to Saul, repreſented David in à bad 
light, and took the part of Saul as one appoint» 
ed, anointed, and ſer up by Go himſelf to be 
King over Iſrael. Theſe things at times ſtag- 
gered me; and David's: killing the Philiftines, and 
fealping three hundred of them, in order to obtain 
Saul's daughter for his wife, was very puzzli 

to me. But I ſtill obſerved that the protecting 
and TY hand of Gop was — with 3 
him. 


ME Pu who I e a good man, his 
tender regard for David, his eſpouſing his eauſe, 
e rage and malice 
of 
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of his father, and loving bim as bis oton ſoul, often 
brought me to believe that there was a divine 
union between them; and indeed before ever I 
obtained boldneſs to ſpeak to the ſweet Pſalmiſt 
of "Iſrael, 1 felt ſomething of 'the ſame bleſſed 
unction on my own ſoul. One thing greatly 
confounded me, and that was David's going 
down to the cave of Adulam, and appearing at 
the head of ſuch a ſet of vagrants ;—for all that 
were in diſtreſs, and all that were in debt, and all that 
were diſcontented, they gathered themſelves unto bim, 
and be became a captain over them. 1 Sam. xxii. 2. 
This I could not eaſily get over, that ſuch a fer 
of men ſhould join themſelves to him; and that 
a ſavourite of heaven ſhould put himſelf as com- 
mander in chief at the head of ſuch a ragged regiment. 

But when Saul's awful apoſtacy from Gon was 
made known, of his ſeeking to the witch of Ender 
for-relief and counſel, of the hand of Gop that 
went out againſt him, of the miſerable end that 
he made, together with the wonderful deliver- 
ances that Gop wrought for David, of Samuel's 
attachment to him, of the beſt of ſaipts loving 
bim, and of the almighty power of Gop that 
levelled all his enemies, and exalted him on the 
throne of Iſrael, in ſpite of all oppoſition, T was 
ſo confirmed in the faithfulneſs and truth of 
David's Gop, that an inviſible power led me to 
one greater than David; and a ſudden thought 
ſtruck me that David was an eminent type of 
: the: much deſired and _ong looked for Meſſiah, 
'© who 


- 
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who is the only ſovereign of Iſrael, David's ſon, 
and David's Lox Dp. 

This divine dictator led my mind forth to 
traverſe David's life and conduct, as repreſenting 
the life of one greater ;-and from that time I 
traced all up to David's antetype, and there my 


miſconſtructions were rectified, and all my doubts 
reſolved. | | 


at r firſt his defoenit FR a low Gunides 
his mean calling as a ſhepherd, his ruddy counte- 
nance, 1 Sam. xvi. 12. his being but 4 ftripling, 
xvii. 56. and his lender legs, Eſ. cxlvii. 10. all 
typical of ni that was fo long foretold, who 
was to be fairer than tbe children of men, Pſ. xlv. a2. 
and called the woman s ſeed. David's effeminate 
appearance, and maſculine exploits, led me to 
contemplate perpetually on the mighty deeds that 
were to be performed in future, by one whoſe. 
appearance. would be altogether as unheroic as 
that of David's. David's killing the Philiſtines 
to obtain a wife, led me to conſider what the 
promiſed Meſſiah had done when be gave Egypt 
for our ranſom; and what he would do in, furure 
in behalf of this ſpouſe, when the wicked ſhall be 2 
ranſom for the righteous, and the iranſerejors Jon: the. 
upright. Prov. xxl. 18. 
-— AHIMAAZ. But you know that Saul's dane 
was not a gracious woman; ſhe was taken away 
from David, and given to another, and how 
n __ a n of the ſpouſe of Curr ? 
beſides, 
9 | 
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deßdes, ie is ſaid that ſhe deſpiſed lim, and was 


ſmitten with barrenneſs for i at 
'Cusmr.: All this is true; yet; Michal _ hone 
of David's bone, and fleſh of bis feſb, by marriage; 
bur ſhe never knew David's Los p, nor was ſhe. 
a partaker of David's ſure. mercies ; yet ſhe was, 
in my. opinion, a type. | 
By virtue of the union between the Godhead 


and manhood of Cnaisr, which took place at 


kis "incarnation, the © bond-woman (I mean the 
whole body of profeſſors who are under the law) 
may ſay, that CurisT is fleſh of their fleſh, and 
bone of their bone, for he was born of a woman, 
and born under the law. And indeed on this 
account-the-bond-woman is called a divorced wife, 
Fer. iii. $. and judged of Gop as one that has 
broken wedlock, Ezek. xvi. 38. and therefore put 
away, according to their legal covenant that 
allows a divorce, which Iſrael never rightly con- 
ſidered; and therefore, being eſpouſed only by 
the covenant of works, their marriage covenant 
was conditional, they broke wedlock, were di- 
vorced and put away; and as the bond-woman 
was not included in the covenant of grace, the 
legal covenant, for want of their obedience, 
afforded them no more claim on the Loxp as 
an huſband. But the elect are not betrothed to 
the Saviour by the law of works, but they are 
betrothed to him in loving kindneſi, in mercies, and 

that for ever, Hoſca ii. 19. Thus the real church 
is not * bone of * bone, by virtue of his 
1 incanatan, 


* 


t 
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incarnation, bot is made of one ſpirit with him 
by regeneration; for tuo i (faith! Gon) all de one 
feſb, but be that is joined to the Lon b is one ſpirir, 
1 Cor. vi. 16, 17. Thus Saul's daughter was a 
type of a falſe church, though not of a true one; 
and her being joined to another man ſheus the 

apoſtacy of falſe profeſſors; and as ſhe was taken 
from David, ſo Gop takes away every fruitleſs 
profeſſor every branch in me that bearetb not fruit be 
taketh away, and if they continue until to the laſt 
day in their profeſſions it matters not. The fooliſh 
"virgins were ſhut out of the marriage chamber - 
none will enter with the bridegroom into the wed- 
ding bur thoſe that have oil in their veſſel, or 

the Spirit of ChHRIsr in their hearts, Matt. ii. g. 
I conſidered the poor diſtreſſed troop that went 
to the cave of Adulum, as prefiguring the poor 
ſenſible diſtreſſed ſinner, who becomes the fol- 
lowers of Jxsus ChRIsT. Thoſe that are diſcon- 
tented with the world and fin, are glad to find 
contentment in a Saviout; and thoſe that are 
in diſtreſ on account of fear and bondage, are 
glad to find relief in their Gop; and all that 
are ſenſible of their debts are thankful for a ſuneiy · 
And to be plain, I found myſelf in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe one of this number, and was by an inviſible 

power led to follow David's antetype as ſuch. 
_ " AniMaaze I beg pardon, my brother, for 
breaking into your diſeourſe, but I find my heart 
_ "warmed, and my mind much enlightened by what 
1 „ hope you will exeuſe me. 
| Pray 
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Pray what do you think of David's covenant 
with Abigail when ſhe met him; and of his 
marriage with her? She ſeemed to be one after his 
. own heart, both as a /enfible woman and as a ſaint 
of Gov. She; propheſied to David, and ſpiri- 
tualized her huſband's name, and applies it to his 

nature. Let not my LorD, I pray thee, regard this 
man of Belial, even, Nabal; fer as bis name is, ſo is 

be; Nabal is bis name, and folly is with bim, 1 Sam. 

- xxV. 25. Do offer me your thoughts upon that 

- circumſtance ; for I evidently ſee that there is a 
-#piritual vein of choice goſpel that runs through 
the whole body of divine revelation, 
Cosi. There certainly is; but in running of 
parallels between the types and the antetypes, the 
- types always come ſhort, and are but faint repre- 
-ſentations of what is repreſented by them. What 
was Eſau's birtb-right when compared to that 
which it ſignified ; and what is David when com- 
pared to the fruit of his body, _— his e 
who was to ſet upon his throne? tes 

AniMaaz. True, my nen go yer; we aviy 
entertain ourſelves, and open our on thoughts 
to each other on the word of Gop, without 
- offending the Almighty Saviour, for he bids us 
_ *ſearch the ſeriptures; and ſays, they teſtify of bim. 
I believe the Bible to be like its author; God is 
Spirit, and his word is ſpiritual; for tis given 
- by inſpiration of : God ;- and to handle it ſpiritually 
proves a ſpiritual diſcernment, and makes it a 
* entertainment for the ſouls of believers, 

whom 
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whom Paul calls ſpiritual :—But be that - is ſpiri- 
tual judgeth all things, yet be himſelf is Judged ny no 
man, 1 Cor. il. 15. Hoſea ix. 7. 

_ Cusni. To legalize the word of Go to 2 
heaven-born ſoul, is the way to obſcure his evi- 
dences, and bring him into bondage whom. the 
Lonp hath made free, John viii. 36. The man 
that does this is 4 miniſter of the letter—not of the 
Spirit, 2 Cor. iii, 6. Such a preacher is diſo- 

bedient to the divine command; Gop ſays, Do 
the work of an evangeliſt, 2 Tim. iv. 5, and the 
believer who is deprived of his freedom by him 
is diſobedient alſo ; for the Spirit ſays, Stand faft 
in the liberty wherewith ChRISTH bas made you free, 
and be not again entangled with the yoke of ad 

G 7 
I 1 conſidered Abigail's coming to David. as 1 
A every elected ſoul that Goo brings to 
his dear Son; No nan can come 10 me, except the 
Father which bath ſent me draw bim, John vi. 44- 
CaxisT, in the character of a bridegroom, re- 
. ceives ſuch into ſpiritual union with himſelf, 
and holds them faſt in the bond of everlaſting, love 
for ever; I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I 
In you, John xiv. 20. Thus the Lon receives 
the ſouls that his father draws to him as his own 
beloved bride He that hath the bride is bride- 
groom, John iii. 29. Abigail came to David 
with ſpiritual language and prophecy in her 
mouth, and expreſſed a ſpiritual union with him, 
2 love to him, and predicts his ſafety on earth. 
® and 


8 
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und bis eternal extſtenee in the favour of Goo; 
und I believe e forefaw rg * to be 
his wife. | 

© Obſferve, Kit the comes to David, l Ba- 

ners do to Ennis, with a prayer in her mouth, 

I rh thee forgive Mt treſpaſi "of thine bandmoid. 

Secondly ſhe comes with à full perſuaſion of the 

*eftablifhment and ſafety of David's houſe, — 

"For the Loxp will certainly-make my Lord a ſure 

Houſe. So comes the ſinner by faith ro Cnxisr 3 
being perſuaded there is ſecurity in his houſe, and 
nd where elſe; and the Saviour is called David, 

Ezek. xxxvii. 23, and his church is called the 

Bote of David to this day, Zecb. xii. 10. Thirdly, 
me aſſigns a reaſon for this, becauſe my Lord fight- 
eth the battles of the Loxb, even as Cnxisr over- 
"came the world : Tet aman is riſen up to-purſue thee, 

und 0 feek ' thy foul, —as Judas and the Phariſees 

did the 'Saviour's. But the ſoul of my Lord foall be 


"Bound in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God—as 


"repreſenting the union between the Saviour's 
human nature and his Godhead. And the fouls 


55 == thine enemies them ſhall be ſling out, as out of the 


middle of a fling ;—as the Saviour will one Gay 
Tall away the enemies of his croſs, _ 

Thus ſhe came to David with Girituat lan- 
guage; and every one that bath learned of the 
"Father cometh unto me (ſays CHRIST). Rabbi, 
thou art the ſon of Gop, thou art the King of Iſrael 
"(faith Nathaniel) ;—Thou art Cunisr tbe Son of 


Vo (fays Peter): Fl and blood bath not re- 


„ EE vealed 
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vealed "this unto thee (ſays the Saviour), but 
my Father which is in beaven. Abigail now con- 
cludes with 'a perſuaſion of the King's exalta- 
tion, and a petition in her own favour: And 
it ſhall come to paſs, when the Lon D ſhall have done 
to my Lord according to all the good that be bath 
ſpoken concerning thee, and ſhall have appointed thee 
ruler over Iſrael; as ChRISTH was to be afterwards 
upon the throne of David, to order it and eftabliſh it 
with juſtice and judgment for ever, Iſaiah ix. 7; but 
when the LoR D ſhall have dealt well with my Lord, 
then remember thine handmaid : As the poor thief 
upon the croſs ſaid unto the Saviour, Lord, re- 
member me toben thou comeſt into thy kingdom, The 
anſwer that Abigail got vontains a bleſſing on 
the-LoxD for his ggodneſs, a bleſſing on Abigail 
whom the Lord had ſent, and a cordial accept- 
ance of her perſon: And David ſaid to Abigail, 
_ Bleſſed be the Lord God of 1ſrael, which. ſent thee this 
day to me; and bleſſed be thou, which | has kept me 
this day from coming to ſhed Blood, and from avenging 
myſelf with my own hand, So David received of ber 
band that which ſhe had brought him, and ſaid: unto 
her, Go up in peace to thine houſe, ſee, I bave 
bearkened to thy voice, and accepted thy perſon, 1 Sam. 
xxv. 35. Theſe bleſſings may typify the bleſſings 
the Lon gave on the mount. David's not 
avenging himſelf, ſhews wi the Saviour left his 
father to take away Judas, and every other branch 
in bim that beareth not fruit; and thirdly, it ſhews 
the. prevalent interceſſion: which believing ſouls 

Wo 2 5 make 


—_ 

make for the wicked ;—as Abraham's interceſſion 
| for Lot and the inhabitants of Sodom, was a 
ſtaying of the Lond's hand, for a time, from 
the four cities of the plain; and as Abigail's in- 
terceſſion kept the ſword of David from Naba! 
and all bis bouſe. 

AniMaaz. It is ſaid of "—_ Hi the 1 was 
4 woman of good underſtanding, and of a beautiful 
countenance, but the man was churliſh and evil in bis 
doings, 1 Sam. xxv. 3. I wonder that a gracious 
woman ſhould ſubmit to be ſo wnequally yoked 
together with an unbeliever; and eſpecially with 
ſuch an evil churl as he was. 

Cusn. We are all as cloſely wedded to the law, 
as a covenant of works, as ſhe was to Nabal ; 
and the law is as churliſh as ever Nabal was; te 
it not only threatens us with the anger of Gon, 
but with hell alſo; hence it is faid to be an 
adverſary, Luke xii. 58. and againft us, Col. ii. 14. 
And as Abigail was barren to Nabal, ſo is the 
finaer to God under the law; but when Nabal 
was dead, then ſhe married David. So when 
we ſee the law to be a killing letter, and that it 
cannot give life or fruitfulneſs, Gal. iif. 21. then 
we may go and be eſpouſed to the ſpiritual 

David, who is to be à prince for ever, Ezek. 
 xxxvil. 25. as Abigail was to typical David. 
Paul is very plain upon this: Know ye not, bre- 
thren (for ¶ ſpeak to them that know the law), how 
_ © that the law bath dominion over a man as long as he 

- trveth? For the woman which bath an buſband is 
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hint by the law to ber buſband ſo long as be liveth z 
| but if the huſband be drad, ſhe is looſed from the law 
of ber buſband; ſo then if while ber huſband liveth 
ſoe be married to another man, ſhe ſhall be called an 
 adultereſs ; but if ber buſband be dead ſbe is free from 
that law, ſo that ſhe is no adultereſs though ſhe be 


married to another man. Wherefore, my brethren, 


ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body of 
CurisT, bat ye ſhould be married to another, even 
to him who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God. Rom. vii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


AniMaaz. David certainly was a moſt emi- 
nent type of the Meſſiah ; and bleſſed be Gop I 
can ſee a deal of choice anſpel matter and ex- 
perience where I never expected to find any; and 
I find that the humble approach of Abigail to 
David, her interceſſion for her houſehold, her 
humble petition for herſelf, her free- will offering 
to feed his followers, and her earneſt deſire of 
being remembered in future by him, tallies with 


my own experience; for I could have put my _ 
mouth in the duſt, if ſo be there might be hope for me 


in the dear Redeemer, Lam. iii. 29. And 1 
wreſtled hard with the Lord for my friends alſo, 


as ſhe did for hers; and as for the followers of 
Carisr, I took pleaſure in relieving them when I 
could; and, like unto her, I then begged, and 


ſtill beg to be remembered in future by the 


Lord ; and I am ſure I have often obtained as 


ſweet an anſwer from David's Lokn, as the did 
from David; and ſome of the ſame words in it, 


"WR Go 
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Go in peace, I have accepted thee, has often been a 
ſenſible anſwer to my prayers. 


If David was ſo fweet a type of the Meſſiah, 
then his ambaſſadors, that he ſent to great Natal 
in bis name, muſt be typical of the ambaſſadors of 
Caxr1sT ; for they ſaid to Nabal, Peace be unto 
all that thou baſt. And this agrees with the Sa- 
viour's meſſage ſent by his ambaſſadors, Into 
55 1,964 houſe you enter, ſay peace be to this houſe ; 

and if the Son of Peace be there, your peace ſhall 
come upon it, and there abide, eating and drinking 
ſuch things as are ſet before you, Luke x. 5, 6, 7. | 
What do you think of this? don't you think 
it is right? for they were to carry peace from Da- 
vid, and receive victuals from Nabal, but he 
gave them none. 

Cusgt. I think you are very right and they 
fared juſt as many of the Lord's Ambaſſadors do 
in our days; they neither receive their meſſage, nor 
afford them relief, but impiouſly rail on them as 
Nabal did, aſcing who is David? ſball I give my 
wittuals to men who I know not whence they be? Thus 
he ſent the ambaſſadors away,- both empty and 
aſhamed. ' But what was the conſequence ? why 
you ſee that the meſſage of peace was received by 
a daughter of peace, namely Abigail: and the 
| ſeword wwas drawn againſt every male in all the bouſe, 
1 Sam. xxv. 13. 22. And though, by the inter- 
ceſſion of the daughter of peace the ſword was 

mMeathed for a time, yet the Lord Gob of recom- 
6, me will * RR Jer. Ii. 36. And that many 
of 


| © & ) 

of our legal ſelf-righteous worldlings will find, 

one day or other, as Nabal and Iſrael of old did, 

when there will be no ſon or daughter of peace 
left to ſtand in the gap. Abigail's interceſſion 
prolonged Nabal's life but a few days ; and Iſrael 
of old, at one time, found no interceſſor, and con- 
ſequently no reſpite: And the Lord God of their 
fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers riſing up be- 
times and ſending, becauſe he had compaſſion on his 
people and on bis dwelling-place ;, but they mocked the 
meſſengers of GoD, and deſpiſed his words, and mi/- 
uſed bis prophets, until the-wrath of the Loki aroſe 
againſt his people, till there was no remedy, 2 Chron, 
xxxvi. 15, 16. Even ſo the Saviour will one day 
puniſh the covetous worldlings as Gop puniſhed 
Nabal. I was an hungred and you gave me no meat; 
this was the crime of Nabal, who refuſed to relieve 
the Lox 's anointed; and as David's wrath was 
kindled for the contempt of his meſſage, and 
the indignity done to his ſervants; ſo will the 
Load ſay, As ye did it not unto theſe my brethren ye 
did it not unto me, and theſe. ſhall' go away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment, Mat. xxv. 46. 


 AniMaaz. I ſee that every part of God's 

word is pregnant with divine inſtruction, and af- 
fords the child of Gop ſweet entertainment; but 
David's meſſengers met with better treatment, 
when they went to eſpouſe Abigail to David: 
ſhe treated them with the greateſt civility ; vey 
did not go home aſhamed as before. 


Cusxi, And ſo will all the Lana ſervants 
be (rented by the elect, who, as Paul ſays, they 


3 are 
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are ſent to eſpouſe to the one huſband, that they 
may preſent them as chaſie virgins to ant, | 
2 Cor. 11. 2. 


Thus I have ſhewed thee, my brother, by what 


way I was led at firſt, namely, by obſerving the 


good hand of the Loxp upon another; even Da- 
vid, as many others have done ſince. From theſe 
obſervations I was brought to an acquaintance 
with David, and to enjoy an union with him: 
and in time I became one of his meſſengers after 
he was eſtabliſhed on the throne of Iſrael, and 
continued with him all the time that Abſalom's 


conſpiracy was carried on againſt him, and even 
to his death. 


I was with the army of David, when the rebels 
were defeated in the wood of Ephraim, 2 Sam. 
xviii. 6. And I was ſent by Joab, the King's 
commander, to bear tidings to the citizens of 
Mahanaim of the death of ibe conſpirater, and of 
the defeat of the rebels, 2 Samuel xviii. 21. But 


alas it happened to me, as it has done 


to many more; I began to be lifted up 
in my office; I thought it ſo great a thing to be 
a meſſenger of the Lorn's anointed ; and indeed 


ſo it was, for Gop evidently blefſed and proſpered 


every faithful friend that David had: but, to my 
ſhame, I forgot myſelf, and my bountiful bene- 
factor alſo, who had brought me not only to be a 
loyal ſubject of David, but a ſuhject of a ſpiritual 
and an everlaſting kingdom ; nor did I daily ac- 
knowledge, as I ought to have done (and as I 
uſed ro oh the good hand of Cob with me, 

which 


cm 


which had fixed my ſtation ſo nigh the King's 
perſon. My firſt backſliding ſtep was ingrati- 
tude; and the next fin which always attends it 
is remiſſneſs in duty, and this leads to carnal 
ſecurity, and theſe procured my wretched fall, 
which ſoon followed; for, as Solomon ſays, 4 
haughty ſpirit goes before a fall. 
 AniMaaz. The dealings of God, both in 
providence and grace, have been wonderful with 
you indeed; and one would think that a ſoul fo 
deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of divine goodneſs, 
and daily compaſſed about with ſuch viſible diſ- 
plays of the tender care and rich mercy of Gon, 
could never become ſo inſenſible and ungrateful ; 
but, alas, I know by ſad experience, that the beart 
is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
| who can know it? Jer. xvii. . 
But pray what was your fall, my brother, for 
I long to compare notes with you, for I have 
been down myſelf, as ſhall be related before we 
part, if Gop permit and you approve, for I am 
neither tired nor hungry, nor do I believe I ſhall 
if I fit here all the week. | 
|  Cusnt, Why, as I grew proud and ſeIf-ſuf- - 
ficient, I grew independent of Gor, and neg- 
lected prayer; this gradually brought deadneſs 
and barrenneſs on my ſoul, and conſequently I 
became dry and unſayory in my converſation 
ſome of the King's devotional friends began to 


flight me on this account, and when I perceived 


this I began to ſhun the moſt ſpiritual part of 
| F4 the 
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the royal houſchold, and to cleave to them who 
were but half-hearted ro David ; and this led me 
to aſſociate with ſome who. ſecretly favoured the 
houſe:of Saul. This alienation of affection from 
David alienated my affections from David's Gop 
alſo z5the man that hates the ſaints of God in his 
heart can find no communion with Gop himſelf ; 
he that hateth bis brother abideth in darkneſs, and if 
he does he cannot find his way to Gop. From 
this time I felt an hatred riſe in my heart againſt 
the Lord's anointed, and againſt his moſt loyal 
friends; and when I have heard the King exult 
and triumph in the diſcriminating favour of Gon 

towards him, I was inwardly galled at it, and 
- eſpecially on recollecting that ſpeech which he 
made to his wife Michal, Jt was before the Log, 
hich choſe me before thy father, and before all bis 
bouſe, to appoint me ruler over the people of the 
Lord, over Hrael; therefore 1 will play before the 
Loxzp, 2 Sam. vi. 21. I ſhall not relate the 
wretched conſtruction that my wicked mind put 
upon the words, but I found an enmity riſe in 
my heart againſt him; nor could I rejoice in 
his rapturous ſpeeches, and heavenly acclama- 
tions, as I formerly had done. I found the 
words of pious Job to be true Envy ſiays the 
fh one, Job v. 2. But the circumſtance that 
wound my jealouſy and envy up to the height 
was, David's giving up the five ſons of Saul to the 


Gibeonites, to be banged on the mountain of: Gilboa, 
2 Sam. chap. 21. | 


j 


: Thus 
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Thus my love waxed cold to David, and T 
conſequently loſt my ſweet fellowſhip with his 
Gop; and all by a falſe ſpirit, I alſo juſtified 
in my heart the conduct of Rizpab, the daughter . 
of Ajah, when ſhe took ſackclotb and ſpread it for ber 
upon the rock from the beginning of harveſt until water 
dropped upon them out of heaven, and ſuffered neither 
the birds of heaven ſo reſt on their bodies 2 day, nor 
the beaſts of the field by night, 2 Sam. xxi, 10. All 
my rebellion was levelled at Gop himſelf, who 
had left Saul, but ſwore to David that he would 
never leave him. Woe be to that man that 
knowingly eſpouſes an intereſt that Gop has 
blaſted ; this was my ſin, and I paid dear for it; 
I ated contrary to the vilible teſtimony of Gop, 
which juſtified the King: For David's ſervants 
performed all that the King commanded, and the Logp 
was intreated for the land. 2 Sam. xxi. 14. | 
Who could ever think that there could be 
ſuch deception as this in a veſſel of mercy ? That 
an heart once in union with the ſaints, and en- 
flamed with love to Gop, could ever be {6 
damped in affeftion, both to Gop and his family, 
as to feel a ſenſible enmity againſt both, and be 
prejudiced in favour of apoſtates ? Bur, as my 
royal maſter ſays, What is man? 
AniMaaz. And pray how did the Loxp de. 
liver thee, my brother? 

Cusn. The death of David ſhocked my very 
ſoul, and awfully alarmed my conſcience; and 


the report of his laſt dying words, Although my 
ge houſe 


» TM 2 
houſe be not ſo with God, yet be bath made with me 
an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure ; 
for this is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire, 2 Sam. 
xxili. 5. extorted Balaam's confeſſion from my 
heart, Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my laſt end be like bis, Num. xxiii. 10. I ſoon 

felt the loſs of the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael; and 
found, by woful experience, what a dreadful 
thing it is to cheriſh enmity agaiaſt a favourite 
of heaven whom Gop is determined to bleſs. 
But in reading my royal maſter's writings, which 
Go was pleaſed to bleſs, I felt my ſoul reviſited 
with the bleſſings of real repentance for my paſt 
folly, for which 1 muſt ever remain a debtor to 
the unchangeable love of Gop. I found my 
mind fit for nothing but ſilent ſolitude, and 
therefore I took David's book of Pſalms in my 
hand, and determined to tread in all the foot- 
ſteps (if poſſible) that he had gone; and when I 
came to any ſpot where he had been viſited by 
the Loxp, and delivered from any particular 
trouble, my ſoul felt ſuch an unutterable love to 
him as cannot be expreſſed; indeed I never 
knew his worth till I felt my loſs. And verily 
Gop made me feel all that I read of his writings, 


Juſt as if it was all my own experience; ſurely 

this is going forth 2 the fooifteps of the flock, 

Song i. 8. 

I ' went and wept over his ſepulchre by the 

hour, and felt an affection to his remains, as I 
3 the ſleeping duſt of Samuel and other 
| | 3 holy 
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1 prophets had often affected David himſelf.— 
He bad took pleaſure in the ſtones of Zion, and 
favoured the duſt thereof, Pſalm cii. 14. From 
thence I came into the valley of Beca, and read 
what David ſaid of that; and I am ſure I en- 
joyed and felt every word of it, until I took 
his words as my own, and ſpoke to my long- 
ſuffering and propitious Redeemer in the lan- 
guage of his eminent type and faithful ſervant 
David; and through the ſuper-abounding and 
recovering grace of my covenant Gop, I am 
arrived at Hermon. Bleſſed be Gop, I have been 
now for ſome weeks under the ſweet teaching of 
that divine inſtructor that taught me the path of 
life at firſt, and Gop grant that I never may 
fall, nor ſtray from him again, neither in heart 
nor in life. 

Anu AA:z. Wonderful are the works of * 
and wonderful has his mercy been to thee, my 
brother; I think the union you have found with 
David's ſpirit in his writings, is what another 
means when he ſays, Ve are come to mount Zion, 
to the heavenly Jeruſalem, to an innumerable company 


of angels, to the ſpirits of juſt men mude per fed, &c. 
Heb. xii. 22. The real believer, that has fel- 


lowſhip with the Father and the Son, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, is of one ſpirit with all the heavenly 
family; for we find a union of ſentiment with - 
them, — we ſee as they ſaw,—and are in the ſame 

path of tribulation that they were in,—are under 
the influence of the ſame ſpirit, and find a love 


(576) 
to them, a union with them, and a hope of 
joining them, and enjoying their company to 
all eternity. 

Cvsnr. It certainly is the apoſtle's meaning; 
for we are united to the ſame head of influence, 
that glorified ſouls enjoy above; there is but one 
bleſſed Spirit that unites the ele& family both 
of heaven and earth to one head, only we have 
But the firſs fruits of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 23. 
while they enjoy zhe inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, Acts xxvi. 18; for, as a good man ſays, 


| grace is glory begun below, and glory is grace 


in perfection. But let me hear a little of the 
dealings of Gop with thee, my brother. 

AnIMAAZ. Pray don't you know me? 

Cusn1. No, not that I recollect. 
AmNAAZ. Don't you remember a perſon that 
preſſed upon Joab to carry tidings after the death 
of Abſalom, when the rebels were routed in he 
woods of Ephraim? © 

Cusn. Yes, I do, his name was Ahimaaz, 


a freſh-coloured young man. He was one that 


brought the wretched council of Ahithophel to 
David. . 2 
AniMaaz. Tou are right; and I am the man, 
Huſhai the Archite ſent me with tidings to the king, 
2 Sam. xvii. 14, and I was obliged to ſtay by 
Enrogal, the king's gardens, for fear of being taken by 
Abſalom's ſpies ;, and at laſt I was bid in a well by a 
goed woman who was a lover of David. 2 Sam. xvii, 


17, 18; 19. 


(-#7 3 
Cosni. Why you are much altered ſince that 
time. 


AN AAZz. Yes; I have had a good deal to 
humble me ſince that, and bleſſed be Gop for it; 


for though I have been ſorely afflicted, yet it 


has been for the good of my ſoul; for I find 
where there are no inward nor outward trials 
there is no growth in grace; but when once an 
heart has been thoroughly humbled, a little croſs 
will bring it low. 

Cusn. I am glad at my heart to ſee thee, my + 
brother; and eſpecially to find thee a lover of the 
great and bleſſed Mxss tan. 


AniMaaz. Not more glad than I am to ſee 
thee, and eſpecially to find thee @ ſcribe ſo well 
inſtrutied, 
Cusn. But do tell me how thou cameſt ac- 
quainted with David at firſt, for I almoſt forget 
thee ; for, to the beſt of my remembrance, thou 
didſt not abide long in the king's ſervice ; nor 
do I remember the cauſe, nor the time of thy go- 
ing out. 

Animaaz. My father s name Was Zadok, a prief 
and a Levite, 2 Sam. xv. 24; and he received a 
charge from David 70 carry the ark from following 
bim back to the city, ver. 15. My father being a 
prieſt, and a Levite, he was much in favour with 
the king ; and indeed David ſometimes ſtiled him 
a ſeer or prophet ; and therefore, as David's confi- 
dant, he ſent him back as a ſpy over the conſpira- 
tors, and I went with him, as you read : the king 

aid 
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| feid alſo unto Zadok the prieſt, art not thou a ſeer ? 
Return into the city in peace, and your two ſons with 
you, Abimaaz thy ſon, and Jonathan the fon of Abia- 
ther, 2 Sam. xv. 27. 

My being the ſon of a pious prief, as well as 4 
feer, 1 learnt to talk of religious matters fluently ; 
and being kept cloſe to the worſhip of the Jews, 
as well as to family prayer, I was capable of 
ſpeaking in prayer, and had an outſide appear- 
ance of ſanity; and indeed thought at times 
that 1 was a real faint and prophet of Gob, as 
well as my father: but, alas! I have found ſince, 
that grace is not hereditary ; it is the gift of Gop, 
and from Gop we muſt receive it for vurieives, 
i ever we are faved. 


Cusnr. All the principles of religion that 
children learn by rote from their parents, be they 
ever ſo ſound, they will give them all up when 
they are brought under deep convictions; and be 
juſt as ſelf-righteous and as ſelf-willed as the moſt 
ſtubborn Phariſee in the world: until Gop brings 
them out of bondage, and then he will apply 
thoſe wholeſome truths to their heart, which be- 
fore had only a lodging in their head. 


Animaaz. Indeed, my brother, that is a true 
aſſertion, I know it by experience; whatever doc- 
trines are inſtilled into people's heads by men, 
will eaſily be drove out by men, unleſs Gop ap- 
ply them by the Holy Ghoft. f 


But, to proceed; I was ſent by my * in 


| company with. Jonathan, to carry tidings to Da- 
vid 
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vid from Huſhai ; and when we had delivered our 
meſſage to the king, I conſidered myſelf a man of 
conſequence ; firſt, as the ſon of a ſeer—ſecondly, 
as a meſſenger to the King, —and, thirdly, as @ loyat 
fubjeft to David when ſo many rebelled againſt 
him. This was followed with the alarming 

tidings of Abithophel's having hanged himſelf ; I ſaw 
the Lord had anſwered David's prayer when he 
faid, O Lord, turn the counſel of Abithophel into 
foolifſoneſs ; and was much ſurpriſed at the terrible 
judgments by which Gop had anſwered it. I 
fecretly thanked Gop in my heart that I was not 
like Ahithophel; and was not a little. pleaſed 
with my loyalty; and truly I thought myſelf on 
the Lord's fide, becauſe I was with the Lord's 
anointed. And indeed this awful judgment fall- 
ing on ſo great a man, in anſwer to David's 
ſimple prayer, ſo fired my zeal, that I followed 
the King to Mahanaim, and went with the King's 
forces againſt the rebels; and was with Joab 
when Abſalom was ſlain, and thought myſelf a 
man as ſufficient to bear tidings as any in 
Paleſtine. I earneſtly preſſed upon Joab to let me 
go, but Joab would not ſend the tidings by me, 
though I uſed much importunity. 


Cusni, You are not the firſt man, my bo- 
ther, that has been forward at this work, nor 
will you be the laſt; thoſe that have the feweſt 
tidings to bear are the moſt forward to run, and 
they that have nothing to ſay are ſure to outrun 
them that have; but if ever Gop ſends them 

with 
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with tidings, they will have all their ground to 
run over again; for if they are true meſſengers, 
they muſt go all the way in regeneration which 
they went before in external profeſſion. 
" AniMaaz. True, my brother; and ſo I have 
found it; for after Joab had called and ſent you 
with the tidings, I was grieved at it, though 
he told me that I Su bear tidings another 
day, but then I had no tidings ready ; however I 
importuned him again 10 let me run after you, but 
he refuſed; but I wearied him with my impor- 
tunĩty until be ſaid, Run; fo | ſet off by the way 
of the plain, and ſo out- run you, 2 Samuel xviii. 
18 to 23. | 

Cusn. Ah, FORE is coin the caſe 3 
there are many that run before they are ſent z and 
if one takes tbe path of tribulation, and the Ae ol 
the way of the plain, no wonder if the latter, in 
the judgment of men, . out-runs the former; 
But in the eyes of the Lord it is not ſo,—there 
are laſt that ſhall be firſt, and firſt laſt, for many are 
called by the goſpel, But few choſen of Gop, and 
fewer ſtill to bear tidings, Matt. xx. 16. The 
race, ſays the wiſe man, is not to the ſcift, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong, Eccl. ix. 11. Many a wiſe 
man has miſtook the road, and miſſed the mark, 
while tbe fool bas not erred in the path, Iſa. xxxv. 8; 
and when the great ſpoil was divided, the lame 
baue took the prey, Iſa. xxxili. 23, 

But pray what were the chief motives chat ſo 
1 Rrovgly induced you to bear tidings? for the 
„ man 


man who waits for tidings in the field of battle | 
is in imminent danger, nor is he in leſs danger 


when he runs with tidings, for he is LEY to 
the arrows of every ſcouting party. 


Anmaaz, I have often a if that when | 
the citizens of Zion have ſet a watchman upon 
their walls, to obſerve the approach of an enemy 
to their liberties, or an ambaſſador of peace; if 
the latter has appeared; as ſoon as the watchman 
lifted up bis voice, and gave the watch-word, Iſa. lii, 
8. the citizens would immediately climb upon 
the walls, and when they faw the meſſenger gain 
the ſummit of an hill, they would cry out, Hou 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that 
 bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſheth ſalva- 
tion; that ſaith unto Zion, Thy Gop reigneth, Ifa. 
lii. 7.3 and as ſoon as he drew nigh the walls, the 
porter would open the door with ſuch joy to ſee 
him, and cry out, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
why ſtandeſt thou without? Gen. xxiv. 31. And as 
ſoon as he came in, all the inhabitants of the 
city would flock round him from every quarter, 
to hear what the tidings were; and while he has 
ſtood publiſhing them, ſome would ſmile, others 
weep, ſome triumph, and ſome could hardly 
keep audience for joy; and when he has ended 
his oration, ſome have wept over him, others 
| thanked Goo for ſending him, others wiſhing to 
hear the ſame tidings over again; and, to be ſhort, 
* 2 _ prized their ——— have ſhowered” 
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+ the bleſſings of heaven upon his head. Indeed 

ſome few, that knew not what a citizen's liber- 

ties were worth, have gone away railing at the 
meſſenger and his meſſage both; but the citizens, 

who were free men, have followed them up with 

ſuch ſharp rebukes, and have ſo juſtified wi/dom's 

_ meſſenger and meſſage, that they have ſkulked away 

| with a fallen countenance, like thoſe who once 
accuſed the adulterous woman before the Great Mss ian. 


By theſe obſervations I clearly ſaw that there 
was a double honour belonging to the office; and 
I have ſecretly envied the meſſenger, and coveted 
the honour of his holy calling. Theſe were my 
motives; and I thought with myſelf thus: My 
father is a prieſt, —I have good learning, and 
can ſpeak with a more audible voice than he, and 
have ſublime expreſſions ar command to convey. 
4 tidings,—and who more fit than I? 
Cusn. Ah, my brother, but there is a power | 
that attends a real tidings-bearer which no audible 
voice can command; the power is of the Mzs- 
SIAH, and not of us; and thoſe that honour n 
will honour, 1 Sam. ii. 30. 5 
- AH!1MAaZz. Bleſſed be Gop I know that now 1 
but, as I before obſerved, theſe were my mo- 
tives; and as I knew the citizens of Mahanaim 
would all be longing for tidings, I was n 
mined to get their praiſe; therefore I ſtrove 
outrun you, though I ſweat for it. 88 
„Cusn. And when you came to Bs city, pray 
what did you ſay? 


"ABIMAAZ.. 
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AniMaaz, Oh, I made a poor tale of it; 
The king ſaid, Is the young man Abſalom ſafe? and 
J anſwered, When Joab ſent the king's ſervant, and 
me thy ſervant, I ſaw 4 great an but 1 ow 
not what it was, 2 Sam. xvili, 29. 
Cusn. And pray how did the citizens receive 
you, my friend; did they exult and triumph, and 
bleſs your feer for bringing good tidings ? 
- AniMaaz. No, far from it; their ſeeing me 
run ſo faſt raiſed their expectation very high; and 
the watchman crying out, The running of the fore- 
moſt is like the running of Abimaaz, the ſon of Za- 

do, 2 Sam, xviii. 27. raiſed it ſtill higher, ſo 
that they expected good tidings, and an eloquent 
oration from the ſon of the ſeer. But, alas, 
all their expectations were cut off, and their 
very countenances were expreſſive of the effects 
of their ſtarving diſappointment; my falſe gift, 
of which I had boaſted, was (as wiſdom ſays) 4 
cloud and wind without rain, Prov. xxv. 14.; and 
ſo the citizens found it, for they got neither re- 
freſhmene nor hope from my tidings. 

'Cusnr. But I ſuppoſe you thought that you 
mould cut a figure among them when you ſet 
off, did you not? - 
AnINuAAZz. O yes, that I did; for I thought 
the very word 7idings, and a few encomiums put upon 
the king, would be enough to ſet all the citizens 
in an extaſy ; for I had obſerved in the tidings of 
others, that many praiſes on the king were in- 
troduced, therefore. [ was determined not to . 


theſe out. - 
7 | a 3 "Eun. 


_— 
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© Coxnr, And did you cry out ni, and praiſe 
the king? 

"Auiaaz, You may be fure that 1 tried to 
mimick others as well as I could; I made a 
great outcry, I bowed my knees, and I praiſed 
the king : I called out and ſaid to the king, All is 


well; and I fell down to the earth on my face before 


the king, and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord ty God, 
which hath delivered up the men that li ifted up their 


5 band againſt my Lord the king, 2 Sam. xvili. 28.; 


but when they began to enquire into particulars, 
J was obliged to tell them that I ſaw a great tu- 
mult, but I knew not what it was. 2 Sam. xvili. 29. 

Cvusnr. And ſuppoſe any of the citizens had 
aſked you who ſent you, what ſhould you have 
ſaid to them? 

Annaaz. Had that been the caſe, I could 
not have anſwered them at all, for indeed I 
was not ſent ; I only go; ban of Fark te no ather | 
Jau, when indeed my intent was to run before 
you, and that only for the ſake of applauſe. | 
Cusn. The man that bears tidings, ought to 
ſhew both h:is miſſion and commiſſion ; and if the 


citizens are ſatisfied with theſe, they will ſhew 


him reſpect, and give him audience too, whether 
his tidings be diſagreeable or pleaſing. How 


vouldeſt thou have acted if they had ſcrutinized 
thy knowledge of heraldry and war, by aſking 
thee what banners tere diſplayed ? Iſa. xiii. and what 
Randards were ſet up? Iſa. xlix. 22. who diſcovered 
their valour, 2 Tim: iv. 7. and who their cow- 
125 57 5 ardice, 
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dice, Pfal. Ixxviii. g. what perſons deſerted, and 
who came over to the king's tandard, Iſa. Ixii. 10. 
What Aandard- bearer fainted, Iſa. x. 18. who ſtood 
it out, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. and who firſt broke their 
ranks, Joel ii. 7. who were taken priſoners, how 
many wounded, Acts ii. 37. and how many ſlain > 


AnimMaaz. All this I thought nothing about; | 


I cried out, all is well, dropped upon my 
knees, and praiſed the king in God's name z and 
! thought that would do. 

But I was much abaſhed to ſee how the citi- 
Zens looked at me; I appeared as a mere impoſtor 
_ confounded before them, and ſome of chens e whif⸗ 
pered together, ſaying, What could tempt him 
to run, ſweating at that rate, with the empty 
ſound of all is well in bis Are; when he — 
nothing of the matter? | 

Cusnt. And pray what faid ahi king to uur ? 
 AniMaaz. He frowned upon me, and put me 
to the bluſh before the loyaliſts, by telling me 7s 
give this man place (namely you): He ſternly ſaid 
unto me, 1lurn aſide, and ſtand bere; and 1 turned 
Ade, and ſtood till, 2 Sam. xviii. 20. 

Cus gr. Thou art not the firſt aſpiring cha- 
racter that has been put lower in the preſence of the 
prince, whom thine eyes have ſeen, Prov. xxv. 7. 


Antmaaz, I aſſure you, my brother, that my 


„ pride was much hurt at it, my conſequence much 


demoliſhed, and I have been fully convinced 
ſince, that more than an audible voice is wanted 
in thoſe that bear tidings. And, indeed, from 


| that time I found my falſe zeal abate, and my 
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* 


love to the king wax cold; and no wonder, when 


I only followed him to gain a name, and get ap- 


plauſe; and expected him to r me in voy 
pride. | 


Cusn. And did this affair put a final ſtop ta 


| your deſire of appearing in that character.? 


_ AniMaaz. No; I ran with the words, all is 


well, in my mouth after that. 


But that which put a final ſtop to my running 
was, I had a fall upon a certain mountain, as you 
had on Mount Gilboa. Your þarren ſoul lay there 


many days (you ſay), without either dew or rain; 
but mine had never felt either. 


Cusni. Pray where was you running, and 
alias was the name of the mountain on which 
you fell? Did you fumble Os, one of the * 


mountains? Jer.. xiii. 16. 


- Animaaz. If I had, I ſhould not have known 
1 becauſe I had never been in ze light. No; 
I was running from Mabanaim to Jeruſalem, to 
carry the tidings of Ab/alom's death, and the defeat 
of the rebels. The king did not ſend me, nor 
was I ſent by any body elſe, but I ſtole away; 
for as I had met with a wretched diſappointment 
before at Mahanaim, I was determined to try my 
luck again at Jeruſalem z but juſt as I came'to /be 
village called Belphage, at the mount of Olives, 
Mark xi. 1. and was . the next an; down 


4 came. neck and heels. | 
: 4 What, did you fall on the mount of 


Olives ? 
Kai 


„ 

 AntMaaz. If 1 had, I ſhould have been able 
to have got up again. No; it was the next 
mount to that, called the Mount of Corruption: 
and rightly named it is; for there Solomon fell, 
and cloſe to it he raiſed up all his abominable tem- 
ples for idolatry, as you read, and the bigh places 
that were before Jeruſalem, which were on the right 
hand of the Mount of Corruption, which Solomon (the 
king of Iſrael) had builded for Afptoreth; the abo- 
mination of the Zidonians, and for Chemoſp the abo- 
mination of the Moabites; and for Milcom the abo- 
mination of the children of Ammon, * [ J TTY: de. 
File, 2 Kings xxili. 13. 

Cusnr. There never was above one man yet 
that found a way to Jeruſalem, ſo as entirely to 
eſcape that mountain, for it ſtands right before 
the city: and it is upon that mount that all the 
abominable Babels, vain towers, baſeleſs caſtles, 
and imaginary ſtructures in the world have been 
reared. I believe that is the mount that bears up 
the whole fabric of iniquity; it is a ſpot that is 
barren of all good; no good fruit ever grows 
there, This the great Messtian ſhewed to his 
followers, when he curſed the fruitleſs. fig-tree ; 
that tree was barren, and yet it grew almoſt a 
Neuer of @ mile from that mount. 


AHIMAAZ, They never could. get the Messtan 
to put his foot on that mount; he kept cloſe to 
the Mount of Olives, until he came to the ke of the 
Mount of Corruption; and then he ſent his ſervants 
to fetch the aſs ; ; and he rode all the reſt of the way 

: G e upon 


* 
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vpon the garments of his followers, as it is. writ- 
ten, and they brought the colt to Ixsus, and caſt. their 
garments on bim; and be ſat upon bim, and many ſpread 
their garments in the way, Mark xi. 7, 8. Perhaps 
this was done to ſhow them, that - their filthy rags 
. of ſelf-righteouſneſs, Iſa. xlvi. 6. or their filthy gar- 
ments, Zech. iii. 3. ought to be left at the foot of 
that mount, as more fit for the foot of an aſs, 
than the ornament of a Chriſtian. 

Cusnl. That is right, and you have hit the mark 1 
the Saviour did nothing in vain. It was not without 
a cauſe that he ſtopped at that mount, nor did he 
curſe the frvitleſs fig-tree, mount the aſs, or ride 
on the clothes of his followers for nothing: but 1 
ſuppoſe you learnt ſomething by your fall ; that 
is, you had ſome ſtrange ſenſations, and found 
yourſelf too much diſabled to run with e 
did you not? 
 * AHIMAAZ, Indeed | 1 4id; 3 * 1 never 
knew what the fall of Adam meant, till 1 fell 
on that mount; nor did I form any true idea 
of Corruption till I ſtumbled on that mount 
myſelf; for I thought 1 fell from all hope of 
mercy; I felt myſelf the baſeſt mortal in all the 
world; my beauty and ſelf-ſufficiency all vaniſhed, 
and I thought the mount and myſelf were both 
of a piece, for all my comelineſs was turned into 
CORRUPTION, and [ retained no 0 firength [for e 
tidings], Dan. x. 1 
Cusn. Then I ſuppoſe you could hardly cre- 
dit your own tidings, I mean, bat all was well, 
« nor * praiſe the king, as a 


Ani A Az. 


6 


'AniMAaZz. Indeed I found her un to the 
king nor to the loyaliſts; I was all enmity as 
well as corruption. 

Cusni. You was more fit to carry nate then, 
than ever you had been before: I ſuppoſe you found 
yourſelf in a fine pickle; pray who helped you up? 

- Au1tMaaz. Indeed, if I had been ſent with 
tidings then, they would have been heavy ridings, 

and conſequently I ſhould not have run ſo faſt. 
There appeared to me a man with a ſhining 
countenance, and aſked me what country I was 
of? J told him I was not a countryman, but a ei- 
tizen of | Jeruſalem, and the ſon of a certain 
prieſt. He replied, I did not aſk after your 
deſcent, but your reſidence; if you are a ci- 
tizen of Jeruſalem, there is a founlain opened for the 
inbabitants of that city for fin and for unclearineſs, 
Zech. xiii. 1. I told him that I could not ſtand; 
He anſwered, Let the weak ſay, I am ftrong, Joel 
iii. 10. But I replied, I cannot ſee. He an- 
ſwered, I bring the Mind by a way that they know 
not, Iſa. xlii. 16. I fell into a kind of a gloomy 
trance, and was inſenſibly conveyed to a fountain 
which my mind had ſome glimmering views of: 
and I found myſelf, in three days after, before 
Mount Calvary, clothed, becalmed, cleanſed, in per- 
fect peace, and in my right mind: but what I ſaw 
there, and what I felt, I ſhall never be able to de- 
ſcribe; nor how this amazing change was wrought, 
| ſhall Jever be able rightly to relate; for I ſoon 
found that all my eloquence, and ſublime ſtyle, were 
intirely inſufficient to relate or repreſent ſo divine 
an operation, and ſo glorious a change. 


Cusut. 


Wh os 
Cusnt. But did you not run to ſome of the 
king's meſſengers, and tell them the viſion ? 
AniMaaz. Yes; and in this I ated like Da- 


niel, [was aſtoniſhed al the viſion, but none * 
it, Dan. viii. 27. 


Cusni. But did none laugh at it, nor rail 
agagainſt it? | 

AniMaaz. Tes; ſome called; me a myſtic, 
ſome a Sadducee, ſome an enthuſiaſt, ſome a fa- 
natic, ſome a Pythagorean, and ,others an Anti- 
nomian+4 but I knew no more what they meant 
by theſe names, than they did of my viſion. _ 
_ Cousm1, Tis very well you did not; for they 
only called you by theſe names, being provoked to 
jealouſy by your happineſs : they will take care 
not to explain the meaning of theſe reproachful 
names, leſt rp ſhould appear e to er 
ſelves. 

ANA Az. They ſeemed to me to bed quite 
Sacha to the mount on which I fell, and indeed 
fo was I, till I tumbled upon it; for I have often 
3 over it without feeling its dreadful effects. 


Cusn. Yes; and ſo have many more; but 
the great Mess1an, when he ſtood at the foot of 
the Mount of Olives, took particular notice of 
the Mount of Corruption. For, in the morning as 
they paſſed by, they ſaw the fig-tree dried up by the 
roots, And Peter calling to remembrance, ſaith unto 
him, maſter, bebold the fig-tree which thou curſedſt is 
withered away, And J. ESUS anſwering, ſaith unto. 
hs 7 | 2 len, 
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them, have faith in Gioia For verily I ſay unto you, 
that whoſoever ſhall ſay unto this mountain [ pointing 
to the Mount of Corruption, which was pre 
from the Mount of Olives by only a valley}, Ze 
thou removed, and be thou caſt into the ſea ; and ſhall 
not doubt in bis heart, but ſhall believe that thoſe 
things which be ſaith ſhall come to paſs; be ſhall 
bave whatſoever be ſaith, Mark xi. 21, 22, 23. 
AniMaaz. If you ſee any thing in the Mes- 
SIAH's words, my brother, I wiſh you would ex- 
plain them to me, as I am concerned in their 
meaning, and have not the leaſt dehre of fari- 
2 fying a yain curjoſity, 
Cusn. Depend upon it, my brother, that the 
MEss1an never ſpake or did any thing in vain, 
You ſay you know what the Mount of Corruption 
means, by woful experience; if ſo, when the 
Saviour pointed to that mount in the ſingular _ 
number, doubtleſs he meant the /ins of men, and 
the guilt which they have cantracted, both which go 
by the name of corruption; and when he ſays, faith 
ſhall remove it into the ſea; he means, that thoſe 
who really believe in a reconciled Gop, through 
himſelf ſhall find the guilt, and deſtroying 
power of their ſins, and at laſt the whole body 
of corruption removed for ever; agreeable to 
this text, be will turn again, be quill have com- 
paſſion upon us, be will ſubdue our iniquities, and 
thou wilt caſt all their ſins into the depths of the ſea, 
Micah vii. 19. 85 
If 
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If we ho faith enough to remove the Mount 
of corruption, no mountain of difficulties would 
diſcourage us, nor would mount Sinai itſelf ter- 

AniMaaz. I believe you, my brother; for a 
man's worſt enemies are the corruptions of his 
own heart; and I Lelieve the main root of all 
is unbelief. If I had faith enough to pluck up 
unbelief, I could ſay to the ſycamine-tree (men- 
tioned by the Mzss1an), be thou plucked up by the 
root, and be thou planted in IF. and it ſhould 
obey me, Luke xvii. 6. 

Cusni. It was that kind of tree that Zaccheus 
climbed up into, in order to ſee the Saviour, Luke 
Kix. 4. If he had climbed up into Ezekiel's 

cedar, I believe the Mzss1an would never have call- 
| ed him down, for that is to be a refuge for all fowls 
of every-wing, Ezek. xvii. 22, 23. But pray how 
did you fare among the meſſengers of the king, 
after they had heard your viſion. 

AniMaaz. Why, after all of them had treated 
me and my viſion with contempt, I began to think 
lightly of it myſelf, and ſo gradually loft all the 
comfort of it. That which gave the greateſt 
diſguſt to them was, my ſaying it was © a ſovereign 
« and diſcriminating act of God to bring me that 
« way:; and ſuch an act it was to a demonſtra- 


tion, becauſe I could find none that underſtood © | 


it; but, bleſſed be Gop, I felt the comforts of i it, 


nor do I believe the remembrance of it, nor 


the effects of it, will ever be loſt; but the 
word ſevereign ſeemed to give great offence among 
them, 
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them, as if I would feign myſelf to be a ſingular 
man; when I only told them the dealings of Gop 
with myſelf, that they might paſs their judgment 
on it, not doubting but they all had experienced 
the ſame ; but as none of them had experienced 
the like, nor underſtood the viſion, I took it 


for granted thar there was ſomething ogy 
in it. 


Cusn. Every man muſt ſtand by his own 
teſtimony, that is yours, and you muſt abide by 
it: he that would deprive you of it, without con · 
vincing you that you are wrong, is both a thief 
and a robber, and you are no better than Eſau if 


vou give it up; Bold faſt that which thou haſt, thas ; 
no man take thy crown, Rev. iii. 11. 


- AnIMAaz. I bleſs Gop, the impreſſion and 10 
aid is {till left, though the joys of it are much 
abated, and the light of it much obſcured. 

For you muſt know that I dropt into the old 
way of Jewiſh worſhip again; and as I could find 
no man that underſtood the viſion, but that all 
condemned it, I ſoon got cold, until a late fir of 
ſickneſs fell to my lot, to which I reluctantly ſub- 
mitted ; but before I recovered, I found ſome- 
thing of that ſacred and delightful fire (which is 
ſo deſpiſed) glow again in my heart; and fince 1 
have been able to go abroad, I have ſpent the chief 
of my time in private, and enjoyed my comforts' 
alone; and this is the fartheſt journey that I have 

taken ſincemy recovery. This is the reaſon that 

you ſee me look ſo oy 5 and I think that G 
ſent 
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ſent you to me to caſt a freſh light on this good 
work upon my ſoul, and I hope 1 ſhall ever bleſs 
Gop for thee, and for this happy ſeaſon with 
thee. | 
 Cvsnr. Indeed, my brother, i it is my delightful 
element, to be of uſe to the ſouls of my poor fellow- 
finners; and I do believe that Gop has ſuffered 
me to meet with hard treatment, both from the 
world and from his own people alſo, that I might, 
as an inſtrument in his hand, drop a word in ſea- 
ſon to others who may meet with the ſame. And 
I would adviſe thee to aim chiefly at a private 
communion with the great Mess1an ; there is no 
fellowſhip (but with him) that will enable thee to 
die happy ; and I hope thou wilt never find np 
pineſs ſhort of that, whilit thou liveſt. | 
.  AniMaAaz. Indeed, if a Chriſtian has no ac- 
ceſs to his God, let him cut what figure he may 
in the world, his own ſoul is barren, nor does joy 
and peace in believing operate upon him. Thoſe 
that called me a Pythagorean, becauſe I talked of 
a change wrought on my ſoul, ſeemed to be as 
far from enjoying God's preſence as thoſe 12 80 
made no profeſſion at all. ; 
Cusn. Let men make what Nix they may 
Nez religion, if they have not the love of Go 
in their hearts, they are dead; the Spirit ſays, 
Fa man bath all knowledge, and underſtands all myſte- 
ries, and ſpeaks with the tongue of men and of an- 
gels, and bath not charity, it profiteth bim no- 
thing, 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. And if ever a man be 
Os to loye Gop, it will be becauſe Go 
hath 


tar 


hk pardoned | his ſin; This woman's ſins were 
many, and they are forgiven ber, and ſht loveth much; 
but where little is forgiven the ſame loveth little, 
| Luke vii. 47. love is therefore the bleſſed effect 
of pardon, or the conſequence of it. | 
 AniMaaz, O how wonderful is the enlarging, 
enflaming, and attracting power of divine love 
on the ſoul ! it ſwallows up all, and Gop is all 
in all to ſuch an happy ſoul. But, alas, this love 
is little inſiſted on in our days; indeed it is rather 
oppoſed, _ 

Cusn. He chat W * at the letter, is i 
not a miniſter of the Spirit, 2 Cor. ili. 6. nor 
does he exalt the kingdom of Gop, for that ſtands 
not in word, but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20, 
 AniMaaz. Pray what do you think of Da- 
vid's ſtrong affection for Abſalom? David knew 
that he was not a good man; nay, he was a 
rebel againſt his father, and againſt God, who 
- anointed him; and he that oppoſed David's 
kingdom, oppoſed the kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
for that was included in it, and prefigured by it. 
Abſalom could be no type of the Meſſiah, who 
is called be fruit of David's body. 

CusHl. The great Meſſiah is the father of all 
fleſh by creation, as David was of his own family, 
which conſiſted of bad and good; Have wwe not all 
ene father ? hath not one Gop created us? Mal. ii. 10. 
But in an eſpecial manner he is the everlaſting 
father of all his ſpiritual children, Ia. ix. 6. Ab- 
ſalom was n ſon after the fleſh, though not 
V3! a * ry 
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a partaker of his father's grace; but Solomon, 
tbe beloved of the Lorn, 2 Sam. xii. 24. was 4 
partaker of his father's grace, as well as a par- 
taker of his nature. And David's weeping over 
Abſalom, and crying out, O my ſon Abſalom, my 
fon, my ſon, 2 Sam. wviit. 33, may prefigure the 


- + ſympathetic feelings of the Meſſiah's humanity 


for Iſrael after the fleſh, when he wept over Je- 


ruſalem, and ſaid, O Jeruſalem; Jeruſalem, Mace. 


XXitt. 57. —Luke xix. 41. 
Antuaaz. Poor David was much ROO 


wich hypocritical profeſſors in his days; Joab 


was a bitter plague to * n all his reign, 
as well as Ahithophel. 


Cosi. I believe Joab prefigured every falfe 
leader of the Lozp's faints; and Ahithophel 
repreſented Judas; one you know hung himſelf 
as Judas did, and the other was killed at the 
foor of the altar, as many are, Wy the ſword of 
woof in a falſe profeſſion. 

- Amaaz, I have often wondered that Joab 
ould fly for refuge to the horns of the alta. 
+ Cusnr., The altar typified the Saviour, who 
is a refuge for the diſtreſſed; and Joab might 
falſely conſtrue the privileges that Gop granted 


to the manſiayer ; but Joab's crime was not man- 


flaughter, for he killed Amaſa with bis fwword while 


be was kiſſing of him, 2 Sam. xx. 95 10. and ſo ſhed 


the blood of wur in peace, 1 Kings ii. 5. A wilful 


murderer has no benefit from the laws granted | 
wo _ EBay * fays of ſuch, Thou ſhalt 


take 


. 

take bim ſrom my altar, Exod. xxi. 14. Pray, my 
brother, have you ever heard of a man hn goes 
bo the name of Prodigality ? 5 


AHIMAAZ. Yes, I think I have; he is one of 


a a ſingular character, if he be the ee . * 
mean. 


Cusn. Les, he is; * it is a name that wa : 


1 aſſumed, becauſe its wretched ſignification 
is ſo applicable to himſelf; for, as he ſays, he 


has been a prodigal from his childhood, and q : 


deſperate rebel againſt Chriſt under it. 


AniMAAZ. Why he has ated as Naomi did, 


who in a fit of unbelief fled from Bethlehem to 
Moab, in order to ſecure her property, a famine 
then reigning in Iſrael; but, inſtead of ſaving 
all, ſhe loſt all; for ſhe came home childleſs, in 
widowhood and beggary; ſhe had loſt both her ſons, 


her huſband, and her property; and then ſne 


calls herſelf Mara, and deſires them to call her 
_ Naomi no more; hinting thereby, that what ſhe 
had pleaſure in was gone, and bitterneſs 
had ſucceeded: For the: Almighty bath dealt very 


bitterly with me. I went out full, and ibe Lord bath 


brought me home again empty; why then: call ye me 


Naomi, Seeing the Lord bath. e, againſt os ? 
| Rubin miese , 


1 


Cusn. She could lee. N 2 * of 5 


Lond: was gone out againſt her, but ſhe could 


not ſee that her feet went out againſt him. If 
there Were no protection for her in Iſrael, ſhe 
could not expect it in Moab, Thus the fooliſß- 


115 e HE .._ -- mes 
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- 


© 98 


{OB Ah. TI * 
ſreitetih againſt:the Loxp, Prov. xix. 3. 4979 

AnMaaz. Pray what country man is this pro- 
Agalis? I think 1 have heard that the Lozxp has 
called him by grace, if he be the man that 1 
have heard of. 

Cusn. 1 believe he was born within the walls 
of ſalvatior, and is, as you have heard, called io 
the kaowleuge of the truth; he came of religious 
parents, but he was a moſt wretched deſpiſer of 
religion; indeed, he is a ſingular monument of 
mercy he had a ſtrong memory to contain what 
he heard, was a man of good underſtanding in 
the Scriptures, and he had pious parents to copy 
after. But all theſe will not produce grace. Re- 
pentance unto life is the gift of God; it is in no 
man's power to repent of himſelf, nor can a true 
penitent infuſe - repentance- into another. Not- 
withſtanding his hating of religion, he had many 
ſevere: checks of conſcience at times, which he 
could: not hide even from his parents; they kept 
a firi&- hand over. him in a religious way, and 
made him attend them at public n 
though full ſore againſt his will. 


He was their only child, and 1 believe a child 
of many prayers and tears; for the ſtate of his ſou} 
lay with a perpetual weight on his parents, and | 
believe they ace 1 o * 8 nene 

den him. 
Auna Az. If he was fo Aekecly a ne, 


the more he knew of — che greater was his 
5 fins 
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fig 1 men in a ſtate of rebellion, with their TIL 
fraught, with religious knowledge, are like the 
renowned ones in the antediluvian world; or like 
the Phariſees, who drew near to Gop with their 
lips, and honoured: him with their lips, while. 
their hearts were far from him. 
| His poor parents muſt have grief enough to \ ſee 
an only child ſuch an enemy to Gop. Pray, did 
his parents live to ſee their prayers anſwered 
in his converſion ? I have no doubt but they were 
| anſwered in their own, boſom. | | 
Cusn. Their | prayers were wonderfully an- 
N in their ſon's converſion, but they did not 
live to ſee the pleaſing ſight. 
AninAAz. But is it not aſtoniſhing that 2 
child ſhould diſplay ſuch a wretched bent to 
wickedneſs, in the face of ſo much piety, and 
practiſe it under the ſevere laſhes of a guilty con- 
ſcience t It i is as if he was given up intirely to the 
devil, to ſin in the open face of goſpel light. 


Cost. It is the eye of juſtice darting his rays. 
on the guilty conſcience that alarms it, and keeps 
it awake: The devil finding this, he cannot get 
ſuch a ſoul into a ſtate of carnal ſecurity, be 
ſtrong man cannot keep poſſeſſion of ſuch a palace in 
peace; therefore, he ſtirs up the enmity of the 
mind to oppoſe and reſiſt the light; he blows vp 
heat and paſſion, and when he can get ſuch an 
one to fin, it is in a deſperate way, that he may 
ſink the poor ſoul in deſpair, and ſo. overwhelm him 
with guite and horror. The eye of juſtice is ag 
H 2 terrible 


( wo ) 
terrible to Satan, and his dark kingdom, as it 
was to Pharoah and his hoſt at the Red Sea. The 
devil hates the light of truth; hence it is that he 
ſo often ſtirs up the carnal mind of ſinners, 
to hate thoſe that long for their ſalvation; the 
light of truth diſcovers the ſinners ſtate, and 
Satan's works, which he cannot endure. When 
our Loxp, ſent his diſciples out to ſpread the 
true light, Satan, with all his counterfeited luſtre, 
ſunk down and ſkulked into his own infernal 
ſhade, I ſam Satan as lightning fall from Heaven, 
Luke x. 18. This being the caſe, the devil is 
obliged to act with an awakened conſcience as 
the highwayman does with the fearful traveller, 
do his buſineſs in haſte, and be deſperate in it. 
Aninaaz. I almoſt wonder that our benign 
Benefactor did not indulge the pious parents of 
this poor ſinner with the pleaſing ſight of his con- 
verſion before their deceaſe, as you know it muſt 
have greatly excited their gratitude to Gop; and 


the and ſays, be that Wes. me hv aueh | 


x? eee The Lani is a nos, and Joth as 
1 pleaſes; yet ſeveral reaſons may be aſſigned 
why the Loa v did not thus indulge them: Firſt, 
As he was their only child, I think he engroſſed 

too much of their affections: Secondly, They 

gave him too much indulgence j in his childhood, 
which his rebellion requited them for: Thirdly, 
Their travelling hard in prayer for him, brought 
| wy 1 on owe own ſouls, and ſerved as 
e . a ſpur 


C101 ) 


2a ſpur to their devotions, under which they 
ripened for glory; and laſtly; His cruel requital, 
to his parents, helped forward his convictions, 


when Gop brought in mY bill and laid him un- 
der a divine arreſt. 


| AntMaaz. The 8 of: FEES man Fg 
fords a deal of encouragement to praying parents; 
and I believe it is right for believers to perſevere 
in prayer for their children, notwithſtanding the 
diſcouragements that they often meet with; and, 
indeed, the Meſſiah ſpoke; a whole parable to 
this end, that 2 men. 1 No to pray and not to 
2 955 „ 5 | 

Contr. We 25 to pray fob them, and muſt 
Et the event to God, they that ſow in tears ſhall 
reap in joy, Many prayers and tears have been 
ſcattered about a throne of grace, that have been 
anſwered afterwards in a ſbower of bleſſings, Ezek> 
xxxiv. 26. And much ſeed has been ſowed in 
finners hearts, that for a while may ſeem to lie 
_ dormant, but afcerwards it ſheweth itſelf, And 
he.ſaid, ſo is the kingdom of GoD, as if a. man ſhould 
caſt ſeed into the ground, and ſhould. fleep, and riſe, 
night and day, and the ſeed ſhould ſpring and grow 
up, be knoweth nat bow. For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herſelf, firſt the blade, then the ear, 
after _ 52. Full corn in the ear, Mark iv. 26, 
.27, 28. | 

. Pray hw old was + the youth when 


Jigs parents died? Were they people of property ? 
ue they leave him any thing? 


H 3 Cousnt, 


* 


tually endeavouring to ſave what they could, in 


E 


Cusnt. I believe he was about fifteen years of 
age at the death of his father, who left him an 
apprentice to an attorney at law, and left him 
with a very conſiderable property; but he Tooh 
ſpent it, when he got it into his own hands; 
which I do not wonder at, for as the old people 
were dotingly fond of him, they were perpe- 


order to leave him in great poſſeſſions; and if 1 
am rightly informed, their anxiety in this matter 
was their ſin; and for my part, I do believe that 
whatſoever people get for their children, with an 


unwarrantable anxiety, ſo as to cloſe the bowels 


of liberality to all but their own offspring, do 
greatly diſhonour Gop by a viſible diſtruſt of his 
providence; and in reality, they entail a curſe 
upon all that they leave; and perhaps this was 
the reaſon why they had ſuch ſtrong bands in 
their death; Gop will purge the ſoul that he phe 


from ſin, if it be by fire. 


AninAAZ. Their putting their for out ap- 
prentice to an attorney (a buſineſs in which it is 
impoſſible for a man to live, and keep a good 
conſcience towards Gop), and their carefulneſs 
after this world's goods, gives me room to ſuſ- 
pet that divinity never made a very deep im- 
preſſion upon their fouls; for he that drinketh of 


the living water that the Saviour gives ſhall never 


thirſt [after the riches'of this L1yz], But the water 


that T ſhall give bim fall be in him a well of water 


9 up into EVERLASTING LIFE, Jobn iv. 13, 14. 
Pray 


( 1039 | 
bu did renn dn or do you 80 8 W 
po ©: . 
Cusnt. 1 — n cen ac 8 no ac- 
quaintance with them; though they are reported to 
be ſingularly pious, yet I know it is not all gold 
chat ſhines, nor are they all maids that paſs for 
ſuch, and wear white aprons. I know the beſt 
of ſaints are burdened with the remains of cor- 
rupt nature, which, at times, has broke out and 
left ita ſpots in the brighteſt characters, as inceſt 
in Lot, exceſs in Noah, adultery in David, and 
blaſphemy in Peter; yet there are ſome ſins that 
they ſtand clear of, I mean ſuch as are real par- 
| 2 Pray, my brother, what are thoſe 
ſins that you ſuppoſe every inſpired ſoul to ſtand 
free from? For my part I would wiſh to ftand for 
ever free from all; for it is the death of all real 
comfort, as well as a great diſhonour to God, 
and a ſweet morſel to them —_ cat "pul the fin of 
oo. 8 people. 7-159) 
Cost. I think chene are two 8 which are 
not-found in the dark catalogue of any gracious 
character in the Bible. One fin is what the law 
calls preſumption, Num. xv. 30. which David 
calls the great tranſgreſton, Pſalm xix. 13. which 
John calls he fin unte death, 1 John v. 16. but 
Cnxisr calls it the unpardonable fin, Mat. xii. 31, 


The other ſin is covetouſneſs, for this fin Go . 


was wroth with Iſrael and ſmote him, and of this 
ew JR to en im, Iſaiah Iii, 17, 18, 


H 4 


. 
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Paul calls it the root of all evil, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
and idolatry, Col. iii. 5. which the Saviour calls 
the ſervice of mammon, Mat. vi. 24.3 and pro- 
nounces # woe on all ſuch ſervstts,. Luke vi. 24, 
25. To the beſt of my knowledge, 1 do not 
remember that ever daring preſumption, and the 
love of money, are once filed among any of the 
bills chat Gop hath brought in againſt a real 
eitizen of Zion; his character excludes: both 
theſe, Pſalm xv. Theſe are the two ſins againſt 
which David levels the force of his prayers, Keep 
zack thy ſervant from Preſumptucus ins, Pſalm 
Xix, 13. ' Incline my beart unto thy teſtimonies, and 
not to covetouſneſs, Pſalm exix. 36. Both theſe are 
the devil's own marks, and I defy all the world to 
prove them to be marks of a ſaint; wherever we 
find any thus marked, we may ſay, They have cor- 
rupted themſelves ; their ſpot is not the ſpot of the 
children [of God]; they are a perverſe * n 
generalion, Deut. xxxii. 5. 

Animaaz. I have often . whdy's Paul 
calls ibe love of money. the root f all evil. The 
apoſtle ſeems to intimate, that one ſingle root is 
ſufficient, to produce the whole crop of vicked- 
4 neſs: I wonder. what, be . the root of . | 
godlineſs to be? 

Cosni, The 8 all wind gedieh is dhe 
love of Gou, operating on the affections of a re- 
generate ſoul, and this love is ſhed abroad in 
our bearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given 
unto us; this is Paul's root, be ye rooted and 
grounded 


this root of the matter was found in him, as was 
before hinted ; and falſe profeſſors, not having 


this root in tbem is the. © a of their withering _—y 
Matt. xi1i.. 6. 


Theſe two roots are eleürhy ſeen in the ten 
commandments; for that which is therein re- 
quired, is love to Go and thy. neighbour; and 
he that loveth Gop and his neighbour hath ful- 
filled the law; Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law, Rom. Xii. 

; 10. As love includes all obedience to the law; 
ſo covetouſneſs includes all diſobedience, Theu 
ſhalt not covet, Exod. xx. 17. I bad not known 

In but by the law: for I bad not known luſt, except 


the 10 has 2 * bou JOS not covet, Romans 
vii. 7. 


m By the apoſtle S calling the love of 
money a root, it muſt take a deep hold in man; 


and if ſo, nothing but the grace of Gob can root 


ir ; 6 th 


Cusn. Salvation, applied 1 to the Pagan con- 
ſcience by the Spirit of grace, will do it, and 

nothing elſe; 7 bere was a man named. Zaccbeus, 
who was chief among the publicans, and be was 
rich. And be ſought to ſee Jeſus who he was. And 
he ran before, and climbed up into a ſycamore- -tree, 
But Jeſus ſaid unto bim, Zaccheus, make haſte, and 
come down : for to. day I muſt abide at thy houſe. Aud 
eben they (the Loxkp's followers] ſaw it, they all 


| Mrs; Jaying, That be was gone to be gueſt 40 
man 
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man that is 4 finner. And Zaccheus flood, and ſaid 
unto the Lord, Bebold, Lord, the balf of my goods I 
giveto the poor : End if I bave taken any thing from 
any man by falſe accuſation, I reſtore bim four-fold. 
And Feſus ſaid unto bim, This day is ſalvation come 
to this bouſe, foraſmach as be alſo is a ſon of Abraham. 
Luke xix. 2—9. Thus the preſence of the 
Lox, and his ſalvation, applied by the Spirit of 
grace, opens the contracted bowels of a world- 
ling, and makes him diſgorge half his pro- 
perty at once. This ſhews the purging quality 
of grace, Every branch in me that bearetb fruit my 
Father purgeth it, John xv. 2. If a choſen veſſel 
bath ſevallewed down riches [when grace is revealed 
it makes bim vomit them up again: een 
| . them out of bis belly, Job xx. 15. 4 "oh 
_ Animaaz. Excuſe my breaking in vpon your 
diſcourſe, which I ſhould not have done, but I 
think you re wrong in excluding covetouſneſs 
from the fins of Bible ſaints. You know we are 
all fallible creatures, and liable to err; I think 
the church of the Laodiceans is charged with 
covetouſneſs, and that in expreſs terms, Becauſe 
thou ſayeft, I am rich, and increaſed with goods, 
_ bave need of nothing, Rev. iii. 17. | 


' Cvsn1. I do not pretend to infallibility ; that 
| ae to GoD: Nor do 1 deny what you ſay 
of the Laodicean church; I take it for granted 
that there were ſome real * in that church; 
but thoſe whom the Saviour's chatge concerned, 
are ſaid to be eee nn of their ſtate, 
[Thou] 


( wp ) 
[Thou] knows nor, that thou art wretched, au mie 


table, and poor, and blind, and naked, Rev. iii. 17. If 


theſe covetous profeſfors were ignorant, wretched, 


miſerable, poor, blind, and naked, they were 
as deſtitute of grace as ever Judas was; 'and if 
they were not graceleſs, they would not ſtand in 
need of being counſelled to buy of the Savibur"pold 
tried in the fire that they might be rich: and*white 


raiment that they might be clothed, and that the ſhame 


of their nakedneſs might not appear; and to anoint 
their eyes with ee eg as Whey _ fee,” r- 
m. W656“ 205 

The love of money, the root- of A can 
never be rooted in a ſoil where the love of GO 
keeps a proper hold; it is a fin that hell itfelf 
will never purge a ſoul from, any more than the 
ſight of a gallows will deſtroy the love of evil in 
à felon who is going reluctantly to receive, at the 
hand of juftice, the dreadful wages of «mT 
95 Rom, vi. 23. 

Mammon, that fallen angel, has been in the 
Börrbri of hell nigh ſix thouſand years, yet, to 
this day, he tempts thouſands to covetouſneſs, 
and thouſands are influenced with his diſpoſition 
yea, they ſetve him with delight, and ate in 


friendſhip with him, though Cnxisr declares, 


that when they fail of heaven, they ſhall ſpend 


an eternity with him in hell, And I /ay unto you, 


make to yourſelves friends of the mammon of unrig bis- 
oufneſs, that when'ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlaſting -habitations, Luke xvi. 10. Be not 
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offended at my aſſerting that hell itſelf will not 
purge à ſoul from ſin; hell is not intended to 
be 8. place of purgation, as ſome. ee but a 
Pn BI puniboonnt, 2 Theſ.l. 9.,:; - Bir 
 AniMaaz. Well, I cannot 8 thee, 
my brother, but do let me hear a little of the 
converſion of Prodigalis; for I can take comfort 
in the repentance of a ſinner, but to hear of their 
wickedneſs is rather a terror to me. 
Cusn. So can I; and am determined, through 
Gren labour hard as long as I live to be in- 
ſtrumental, if Gov pleaſe, in bringing ſinners to 
repentance. After Mr. Prodigalis had waſted 
all his, ſubſtance with riotous living, he became 
melancholy, his paſt conduct began to recoil on 
his mind with the ſenſible impreſſions of guilt; 
this quenched his popular ſpirit, .and reduced his 
vigorous faculties to the gloomy. receſſes of filent 
ſolitude. Retirement beſt ſuited the melancholy 
frame of his mind; he abandoned all company, 
and choſe to des. in the moſt dreary paths, as 
judging himſelf unfit for ſociety. - In one of his 
ſolitary walks he was inſenſibly brovght into a 
gloomy vale, where he was led in a viſion to ſee 
the true ſtate of his ſou] in the ſight of Gop. 
'T his valley can only be ſeen in a viſion :—The 
hand of the Lon b was upon me, and carried me out in 
the Spirit of the Lon p, and ſet me down in the midſt 
of the valley which was full of dry bones, and cauſed me 
40 paſs by them round about; and, behold, there were 
n in tbe open e ang, lo, they were very 
1 di. 
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dry.” And be ſaid unto me, Son of man, can tbeſe 
bones live? Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 2, 3. In this valley 
he ſaw his awful ſtate; it was impreſſed upon his 
mind that the valley repreſented the fall of man, 
or the inner 's low eſtate, Pſalm cxxxvi. 23. The 

bones repreſented death, the trophies of fin and 
Satan, Rom. v. 12; and their being very dry, ex- 
hibited the barren and fruitleſs ſtate of a foul in 
the ſight of Gop, which is compared here to 
dry bones, and by the prophet Iſaiah to dry ground, 
Ifa. xliv. 3. which repreſents the ſoul to be dead, 


without any affection to Gob, and without any 
motion toward him. 


— AniMaaz. Indeed that is the true ſtate of a 
Ader before he be quickened by the Holy 


Ghoſt; he is under the ſentence of the law, and 


under the ſentence of his own conſcience; as 
John declares, He that believes not is condemned 
' #tlready, John iii. 18. He is ſubverted, and finneth, 
being condemned of himſelf, Tit. iii. 11. And with 
reſpe& to life. or motion toward Gop, he hath 

none; as the Apoſtle witnefſeth, You bath be 
| quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Eph. 
ii. t. and I believe the Saviour meant this when 
he ſaid to one of his diſciples, Let the dead bury 
their dead, but go thou and preach the kingdom 
of Gop ; certainly he meant, let thoſe that are 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins bury thoſe that de- 


+ PR this life in their ſins, or in an W 
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Cusn. What you have. ſaid is true; man, 

fallen man, is dead in law, and under the ſen- 
tence of it, and ſpiritually dead to Gon, defti- 
tute of all good, either feeling, affection, or 
motion ; and as he daily heaps vp ſin upon ſin, 
ſo treaſuring up wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
The ſcriptures repreſent him as buried in his own 
tranſgreſſions: Then be ſaid unto me, Son of man, 
theſe banes are the whale bouſe of Iſrael ; behold, they 
ſay, Our bones are dried, and our hope is loſt, we are 
cut off for our parts. Therefore prophecy, and ſay 
unte them, Thus ſaith the Loxd God, Behold, O my 
people, I will open your graves, and cauſe you to come 
up out of your graves, and bring yau into the land 
of Iſrael. And ye ſball know that 1 am the Lon p, 
# when I bave opened your graves, O my people, and 
' brought you up out of your graves. And ſhall put my 
ſpirit in you, and ye ſhall live, and I ſhall place you 
in your own land; then ſpall ye know that I the Loxn 
: kave ſpoken it, and performed it ſaith the Lond, 
Ezck. xxxvii. 11.—14. Thus, my dear brother, 
you ſee the low eftate of man, repreſented by this 
valley; his ſpiritual death by the bones; his ſpiri- 
tual death, I ſay, for theſe men were not literally 
dead; the batrenneſs of his ſoul while in an 
hopeleſs ſtate, is repreſented: by the dryneſs of the 
bones; and the. tranſgreſſions that his ſoul is in · 
volved in, by the graves; and his ſpiritual reſur- 
reCtion, is by the power of Gob— [will bring you 
up out of your graves 3 and the quickening of his 
dcad 
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dead foul. is done by the Spirit—1 ſhall put my 
ſpirit in you, and ye ſhall live. 

_ . AntMaaz, I bleſs Gop that ever I met with 
thee. The Loxp has given thee a bleſſed talent 
for opening the ſcriptures, You have made this 
matter very plain. to me. Let the free-willer 
boaſt of his will and power as much as he will, 
God in that viſion repreſents man. deſtitute of 
doth ; and a ſoul dead to Gop, and buried in his 
own tranſgreſſions, can do no more toward his 
own ſpiritual reſurrection, than a dead corpſe can 
do toward the reſurrection of the body. Go 
ſays he brings them out of their graves, and he 
puts his ſpirit in them; no call for this if a man 
hath will and power ſufficient of his own; to the 
power of God, and the ſpirit of his grace, is aſcribed 
the quickening and converſion of every faint in 
the Bible; but not one inſpired penman in all 
God's book ever boaſted of his natural will or 
power, or ever attributed any thing that accom- 
panies ſalvation to either, but to the Parr | 
will and omnipotent power of Gop only. | 


Cosm. Why. you begin to talk like an or- 
thadex divine; that is a ſound ſpeech that cannet 
be condemned. Tit. ii. 8 
A free-willer can no more raiſe himſelf vp, 
| and go to the Saviour by his own power, than | 
a dead corpſe can raiſe itſelf out of the grave 
and go to the judgment ſeat. It requires more 
power to quicken and raiſe up a dead ſoul to 
rains life,” than it does o raiſe up a dead 
| body. 


( 12 9 
body. The mouldered duſt will make no more 
reſiſtance than the paſſive earth did while God 
formed Adam; but the rebellious ſoul will reſiſt 


to the laſt; like a deſperate criminal under ſen- 
tence, it will kill or be killed. ; 


No ſooner does the eye of juſtice dart a ray 
on the guilty conſcience, but, like the Egyp- 
tians, he flies: The LorD looked upon the boſt of 

the Egyptians through the pillar, of fire, ſo that the 

Egyptians ſaid, Let us flee, Exod. xiv. 24, 25 
| Thus the inner rebels againſt the light, Job xxiv. 
13. He that doeth evil batelb the light, neither 
cometh be to the light, left bis deeds ſhould be reproved. 
John iii. 20. Here is the ſtrong oppoſition from 
the enmity of the mind; the poor ſleeping duſt 
of the body will never make this reſiſtance. 
When the Lorxp ſpeaketh, Earth, di iſcloſe your | 
blood, and no more cover your ſlain, Ifa. xxvi. 21. 
it is done, they ſhall move cut of their holes like 
worms of the earth, Micah vii. 17; here is no 
more reſiſtance than what the power of the worm 
repreſents, But when Gob comes to raiſe a dead 
foul, not only the underſtanding ſkulks from the 
light, but every faculty is engaged in the oppo- 
fiction, Let Gop give a poſitive command, and 
he receives an anſwer pregnant with the utmoſt 
reſentment. Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. 
He anſwered, and jaid, I will not. Matt. xxi. 28, 
29. Let a miniſter repreſent the excellency and 
ſuitableneſs of a Saviour, and the anſwer is, He 
bath no ferm nor comelineſs, and when we ſee bim there 
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Ts no beauty that we ſhould deſire him. Iſa. liit. 2 
Thus the carnal underſtanding ſhuns the rays of 
light, the mind diſcovers its enmity, the will 
expreſſes the utmoſt reſentment, and the affec- 
tions are altogether alienated from Gop, and 
fixed upon one idol or other; ſome dote on 
pleaſure, others on wealth, others upon honour, 
others upon human learning, and all upon ſin. 
Not one thought for Gop, until an almighty 
power take it priſoner, and by love make it a 
willing captive; Our weapons are not carnal, but 
mighty, through God, to bring into captivity every 
theoght to the obedience of CarisT. 2 Cor. iv. 8. 
 AniMaaz. Why, this is God's teſtimony of 
human frailty, and what every eminent ſaint in 
tne bible has confeſſed and confirmed, by the long 
catalogue of their own ſinful weakneſſes: but is 
it not amazing that men will daringly give the 
teſtimony of Gop and his ſaints the lie, by crying 
up the will and power of fallen man, to believe, to 
come, and to cloſe in with the Saviour? 


Cusnr. As for the Saviour, they ought to leave 
him quite out of the queſtion. If man is not 
fallen, there is no call for help ; if he be not dead, 
there is no need of the gift of eternal life; if man 
has a will, no call for Gop to make him willing; 
if he has a power of his own, no call for a divine 
power to be put forth; and if he be not loſt, no 
call for ſalvation by grace: but, alas! they are 
like the Roman catholics, whoſe hearts may be 


compared toa field of e where pride and 
11 3s con- 
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conſcience are at war all the year round. Aſk a 
apiſt how he is to be juſtified ? Pride anſwers, by 


ks. Aſk if he can keep the law? The an- 


wer is, Yes; and gave it an obedience that ex- 
ceeds the command, even works of ſupereroga- 
tion, more than the law requires; aſk conſcience 
what ſhe thinks of juſtification, and acceptance 
with Gop by ſuperabounding works; and her 
anſwer will be this, you muſt judge of our heart 
by our actions. If we thought that our works 
Would juſtify us, and bring in Gop himſelf a 
debtor to us (as we talk), we ſhould not be at the 


pains of praying to thirty or forty mediators and 
interceſſors; nor ſhould we buy pardons and abſolu- 
tions, nor give ſuch large ſums to trading prieſts 
to pray us out of hell when we are dead; you would 
hear nothing of this if all were right within; there- 
fore you muſt judge of our faith by theſe fruits. 
Juſt fo it is with an Arminian; let conſcience 
gripe him, and he talks of the righteouſneſs of 
CaxisT and free grace; but if a few dead works 
make conſcience lie quiet, then pride and ſelf- 
will contradict all that conſcience ſaid; this ap- 
pears throughout all their writings : thus they 

rebel in the face of truth, and oppoſe the verdict 
and ſentence of their own thoughts and con- 
ſcience. It requires a greater power to raiſe a 
dead ſoul to the life of faith, N to ons a n_ 
rl to life and action. 


Lazarus, come forth! the command was :nftantly 
obeyed, coughs the WE was fettered with a wind- 
; ing- 


6 
ing-ſheet; be tbat was dead came forth bound band 
and foot with grave-clothes, and his face was daun 
about with @ naptin, John xi. 43, 44+ 
 AntMAAz. According to your account of 
popery and Arminianiſm, which you ſeem to view 
as one ſyſtem, they are under the ſame conteſt 
that Nicodemus was; his conſcience told him 
that Jesus was the great Meſſiah; this he owned, 
we believe that thou art a teacher come from Gop, 
for no man can do the miracles that thou doeft, except 
Gop be with him. And yet his pride oppoſed his 
conſcience ; have any of the rulers believed on him? 
and if I go to him for tuition, what becomes of 
my infallibility and reputation? Thus he ſtands aft 
the ftraight gate, and his own pride made the | 
ſtraight. Had he obeyed the voice of the inward 
teſtimony that the Saviour's miracles produced, 
without conſulting his reputation, be would have 
been removed out of that ſtraight into a broad place, 
where there is no firaightneſs, Job xxxvi. 16. But 
in order to keep up his reputation, and palm his 
conſcience too, he acts the part of Guy Faux, goes 
by night, until he ſees the crucifixion of the Sa- 
viour, and the judgments that attended his dying 
cry. Then he appears, and publicly owns. the 
dead temple, though before aſhamed to own the 
living Gov, that for above thirty years had dwelt 
in it, and diſplayed no leſs than omnipotent power 
from it. His pride procured him Ju cauſe for 
cutting regret. 

AHIMAaz, Indeed, my brother, the fear of 
man bringeth a ſnare ; but whoſo putteth bis truſt 
| | — 1 = 


( 


in the Lon p Hal be ſafe, Prov. xxix. 25. And J 
believe thouſands have been, and ſtill are, taken 
in that ſnare; they love (as the Saviour ſays) be 
| praiſe of men, more than the praiſe of Gov, John xii, 
43. This is awful, as the Loxop declares, that 
whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of him and of his words in 
this adulterous and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, when be ſhall come in 
the glory of bis Father with the holy angels, Mark viii. 
38. But do let me hear a little more of the 
Loxp's proceedings with Prodigalis, for 1 dearly 
love to hear of converting work going on. 
Cusnr. Why, bleſſed be Go, he is alive from 
the dead, as the Scripture ſays, Bleſſed and holy is 
be that bath part in the firſt reſurrefiion ; on ſuch 
the ſecond death hath no power, Rev. xx. 6. 
_ AniMaaz. Pray what do you ſuppoſe the Holy 
Ghoſt means by that text ? does he mean the pre- 
eminence of the Saints at the general reſurrec- 
tion ? or does he mean the Saints riſing to new- 
neſs of life by the quickening 0 of che Holy 
Ghoſt at regeneration ? | 


Cvsni. Doubtleſs, the pre-eminence of the 
Saints at the general reſurrection is implied, be- 
cauſe it is revealed, that the dead in Cnxisr Hal 
"riſe frft, 1 Theff. iv. 16. The Saint ſhall have 
the pre-eminence in that day. This their [wicked] 
way is their folly, yet their poſterity approve their 
_ fayings ; like ſheep they are laid in the grave; death 

'þ l feed on them; and the upright ſhall have domi- 
nion over them in the morning, Pl. xlix. 14. Thus 


( 17. ) 
you ſee, the dead in Cuxisr ſhall riſe firſt; the 
upright ſhall. have dominion in that morning, 


when the Sun of righteouſneſs ſpall ariſe; as the 


lightning cometh out of the eaſt, and ſhineth even unto 


the weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son. of Man be, 
Matth. xxiv. 27. 


— AHIMAAZ. Pray what is meant by the dead in | 


CunisT? 

Cusn1,.. There are two heads, 4 n 
all the offspring of Adam; and every individual 
dies a member, in union with one of thoſe heads. 
The man that believes in CnrIsT, hath right- 
eouſneſs and ſtrength in CHRISH; and being join- 


ed to CHa ist, is of one ſpirit with him; he bat 


ic Joined to the Lord is one ſpirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. By 
virtue of his ſpiritual union, he is a part of the 
myſtical body of Cnr15T, and a member in particular, 

1 Cor. xii. 27. This union was from all eternity 


between CuxisT and the elect; but it is not re- 


vealed till regeneration; bleſſed are they that 
follow the Loxp in the regeneration; * Hall fit on 
thrones, Matth. xviii. 28. | 


As members of CaxisT by grace, 1 8 in union . 


with him by the ſpirit, they live in this world; 


and as his members in union they accordingly 
die, hence they are ſaid to die in him. Bleſſed are 


the dead that die in the Lon b, from benceſorth; yea, 
ſaith the ſpirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them, Rev. xiv. 13. Per- 
ſons thus departed are called by the . the 

dead in CHRIST. 
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Cunisr is called the ſecond Adam, the Lon 
from beaven, the quickening ſpirit ; and thoſe that 
die members of this heavenly head, are to be 
like him; as is the heavenly [head], ſuch are they 
alſo that are heavenly [members], 1 Cor. xv. 48. 
And as we bave borne the image of the' earthy head 
before converſion], we Hall alſo bear the image of 
the heavenly | head being converted], 1 Cor. xv. 49. 

On the other hand, Adam is the fallen head of 
all that are in the fleſh, or in their firſt- born ſtate, 
never born again of the Spirit; hence they are 
called fleſhly children; that is, tbey that are the 
children of the eſo, theſe are not the children of _ 

Rom. ix. 8. 

Cnntsr and Adam are the two heads, _s re- 
preſentatives of all the children of men: And ſo 
it is written, the firſt man Adam was made a living 


ſoul ;, the laſt Adam à quickening ſpirit, 1 Cor. xv. 
45- Theſe are the two heads; one is called 


ſpiritual, and the other natural, verſe 46. CnrisT 
is the head of all the ele, they were choſen in 
him; and Adam is the head of all the repro- 
bate: The firſt man is of the earth, earthly, the 
\. ſecond man is the Lord from beaven, verſe 47. 
Thoſe that die in their firſt born ſtate, die mem- 
bers of fallen Adam, and are in the fleſh, being 
deſtitute of the ſpirit; ſuch are not the children of 
God, but of the fleſh, and fie and blood cannot 

inberit the kingdom of Gob, 1 Cor. xv. 50. 
Theſe are ſaid not to fall aſleep in the Lorp, 
but to die, yea for ever; if ye live after the fleſh, 
ye ſhall die, Rom. viii. 13. and if ſo, they die in 
their 
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their ſins. This is the caſe with every unbelievers 
| Tf ye believe not that I AM, ye ſhall die in your fins, 
John viii. 24. Thoſe expreſſions I AM fignify 
the ſelf· exiſtence, ſelf-complacence, independ- 
ence, and eternity of Jehovah the Saviour. The 
pronoun I excludes all others in point of depend- 
ence; and the word AM excludes both the paſt 
and the future tenſes, and is expreſſive of his 
eternity. This name was revealed before the 
human nature was aſſumed—4Ard Gop ſaid unto 
Moſes, I AM that I AM; and be ſaid, Thus ſhalt 
| thou fay unto the children of Iſrael, I AM bath ſent 
me unto you. And Gop ſaid moreover unto Moſes, 
T bus Halt thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, The 
Loxp Gop of your fathers, the Go of Abraham, 
the Gop ef Tſacc, and the Gon of Jacob, bath ſent 
me unto vou; this is my name for ever, and this 
memorial unto all generations. Exod. iii. 14, 1 IJ 
The firſt verſe includes the ſelf-exiſtence and 
eternity of our Saviour's deity.; the ſecond verſe 
includes him as the God, the guard, and por- 
tion of all the faithful, as he was to Abraham; 
the portion of every bs of promiſe, as he was 
to Iſaac ; and of every prevailer with him in 
prayer, as he was to Jacob. His revealing 

Rade the Gop of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
excludes Iſhmael and Eſau, to ſhew he is not 
the Gop of the dead, but of the living, Matt. 
xxii. 32. This name the Saviour applies to him- 


ſel. F ye believe not that TAM, ye Hall. die in Jour 
Ant. 
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* Aninaiz, You differ much i in principles from 


the Arian, 
Cusni. The Arian never knew the Lon p, 


therefore he had better let him alone; his caſe 


is deſperate; he has but one ground of ** 
left according to his own creed. 

 Anmaaz. Pray what is that? 
 Cusnr. . Why if the Saviour's teſtimony be 


a lie, and if the whole Bible be falſe, there is 


ground of hope for him; but if Gop the Father's 
teſtimony be true, Heb. i. 8. if the Holy Ghoſt's 
witneſs be true, Mailt. xxil. 43, 44. if the witneſs 
of angels be true, Lake ii. 11. and if the Saviour's 
witneſs be true, Rev. 1. 3. he muſt be damned; 

If ye believe not that I AM, ye ſhall die in your fins; 
and be ibat believes not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 


16. Thus, if Father, Son, and Spirit, have borne 


a falſe teſtimony, there is hope for the Arian; 
but if a true one, he bas brought in a damnable 
hereſy, even denying the Lonp that bought us, and 


Hall bring upon bimſelf feift deſtruction, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 


AniMaaz., I beg pardon, my brother, for 
breaking in upon your diſcourſe, but J obſerved 
that in your deſcription of the two heads and re- 

ſentatives of the two families, which are called 


children of promiſe, and children of the 
| fleſh, you ſeem to differ in judgment from 
many learned men; I mean upon the apoſtle's 
words For fince by man came death, by man came 
alſo the reſurreHion of the dead. For as in Adam all - 
ny my in ꝗ— ada 1 Cor. 
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xv. 21, 22. Many learned men from that text 
attempt to prove the death of all mankind in the 
firſt Adam, and the reſurrection to life of all 
' mankind in CarisT the ſecond Adam. x 
_ Cvsnr. If all die in Adam, there is not a ſoul 
in heaven; and if all are made alive in Carisr, 
there is not a ſoul in hell; The prepoſition is 
implies union, and the particle all implies. men- 


bers. To handle the text otherwiſe is contradict- 


ing and giving the lie to a third part of the 
Bible. The ele&t do not die in Adam, for he 
never was the choſen head of Gop's elect, nor 
were the elect choſen in him; and although they 
fell in che firſt Adam, they are not reſtored in or 
by him; for they had life in the ſecond Adam 
before ever they fell in the firſt. They that die | 
in Adam, die eternally, for he is not the ſpiri- 
tual head; and they that die in CarisT live 
eternally, for he is their vital head; God is not 
the Gob of ide dead, but of the living. Which- 
ever head a man dies in, he will ariſe i in the 
image and order of that head; For as in Adam all 
die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall. all be made alive: But 
every man in his own order, 1 Cor. xv. a3. When 
the Saviour ſays to the wicked, Depart from me, ye. 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil. 
and his angels, Matt. xxv. 41. will any man ſay 
that thoſe are made alive in Cukisr? And yet, 
upon a ſingle particle, the whole myſtery of 
univerſal redemption is raiſed; and the ſalvation 
of all the world eſtabliſhed. © But does not the 
_ judge 


judge of quick and 2d handle the text as 1 
Rave done? Does he not bleſs thoſe that are in 
Hin; and curſe theſe that are in Adam's fall? 
If ſuch a univerſal doctrine could be preached 
in hell, there is not a . there but would 
give ie the lie. 

"AntMAaaz. You dure ſatisſied me, my Fe 
ther; and I ſee the Saviour on the judgment ſeat 
confirms your ſenſe: of the text; and as the Sa- 
viour's deciſion juſtifies you, you cannot be 
wrong ; let men put what conſtruction they will 
upon à text, if the Saviour contradicts it at the 
day of judgment, it is falſe. , - 

But do let me hear a little more of Prodiigilias 
ve left him, if you remember, dead in the valley 
of dry bones; and you promiſed to relate his 
ſpiritual reſurrection, which, I ſhould be glad to 
Hear, and whether there be any e beteten 
che firſt and the ſecond reſurrection. ' 

Cost. There is a Juſt ankles: 1 ld 
ſhewed you that a ſinner is ſpiritually dead and 
Buried from the prophecy of Ezekiel, even as 
che body is dead and buried in 2 grave of earth. 
An vabeliever, though a choſen veſſel; is ſaid to 
be alleep in his fins, as a dead body ſleeps in the 
grave, and both muſt be awakened and raiſed. 
The Saviour ſpeaks of both theſe, as it were, in 
one breath; of the ſpiritual reſurrection he 
ſpeaketh thus, Yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, the 

Bohr is coming, and now is (come), when the dead 
Hal bear the void of the Son of Gov, and they that 
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hear ſhall live, John v. 25. Of the reſurrection 
of the body he ſpeaketh after this manner Mar- 
vel not at this; for the bour i coming in the which 
all that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
all come forth 3 they that have done good unto the 
reſurrefion of. life, and they that. have done evil unto 
the reſurrettion of damnation, John v. 28, 29. The 
dead bodies are to be alarmed by the ſound of 
the archangel's trumpet; For: the Lord himſelf ſhall 
deſcend from beaven with a ſhout, with the voice of. 
the archangel, and with the trump of God, 1 Theſ. 
iv. 16. A-goſpel. miniſter is called an angel, Rev. 
| iii. 1. Preaching the alarming: word of God, 
is called ſounding the trumpet; — Blam ye the : 
| trumpet in Zion, and ſound, an alarm in my  boly 
mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land tremble ; 
for the day of the Lord cometh z for it 10 nigh at 
band, Joel ii. 1. 


This was the caſe with Prodigalis; ; there —_ 
a watich-man into the valley ef dry bones, and ſound- 
ed the. trumpet, which alarmed the conſcience of 
the poor man — be beard the ſound of tht trumpet, 
Ezek. xxxiii. 5. Thus the dead ſoul is alarmed by 
the angel's trumpet, as dead bodies are to be. Se- 
condly, the ſleeping body is not only tobe alarmed, 
but it is to be awakened, and brought to judg- 
ment; — And many of them that fletp. in the duſt of 
the earth ſhall wake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 
to ſhame and everlaſting contempt, Dan. xii. 2. Thus 
the ſleeping body is awakened and brought to 
judgment; ſo in like manner is the ſleeping ſinner 
— * —— to the light, which is 
| Gop "2 
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Gov z for Gov 4s earths thou that fleepeſt, 
and ariſe from ihe dead, and CarisT Hall give thee. 


Abt, Eph. v. 14. Thirdly, the archangel's trum- 


pet is to be attended with the powerful voice of 
the Saviour —. Al that are in their graves ſhall bear 


Bit voice and come forth. The goſpel trumpet is 


attended by the ſame voice — T be time is now come 
when the dead ſpall bear the voice of the Son of God, 

Thus you ſee, that as the departed body is ſaid 
to be dead, to be aſleep, and to be in the grave; ſo 


an unconverted ſoul is ſaid to be dead, to be 


aſleep, and to be in ibe grave alſo. In raiſing the 

body an angel is employed, Matt. xxiv. 31. a 
trumpet is ſounded, 1 Cor. xv. 52. the Lord's. 
voice is heard, Jobn v. 28. the body is alarmed, 


-#wakened, Dan. xii. 2. raiſed up, 1 Cor. xv. 32. 


and brought to judgment, Eccl. xi. 9. So in 
raiſing a dead ſoul, an angel by office is em- 


ployed, Rev. iii. 1. the goſpel trumpet is ſound- 
ed, Jaiab xxvii. 13. the Lon p's voice is heard, 


Fobn v. 25. the ſoul is alarmed; Joel ii. 1. it is 


awakened, Eph. v. 14. raiſed, Eph. ii. 6. and 


brought forth to the light, and Gop is light, to 
be arraigned and chaſtened for his iniquity, that 
he may be juſtified here, and not condemned in 
the great day ;—But when we are judged we are 


chaſtened of the Lon p, that we ſhould not be condemned 
with the world, 1 Cor. xi. 32. 

This was the caſe with Prodigalis; his con- 
ſcience was alarmed, his underſtanding awaken- 
ed, * the Lozp' s voice Wn his dead. 


| 
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ſoul to feel his guilt; he was raiſed from his 
carnal ſecurity, and brought forth from a ſtate 
of ſpiritual death and inſenſibility; and after 
this he took his trial as really as any will do in 
the day of judgment. And at the general judg- 
ment, when the Judge is ſeated, the books will be 
opened, Dan. vii. 10. and ſo poor Prodigalis found 
at his trial, for both law, goſpel, and conſcience j 
were point blank againſt him. * 
Anm Az. Then, according to your account, 
there is not only a firſt and ſecond reſurrection, 
but a firſt and laſt judgment alſo. 

Cusn. There certainly is; and the word 
Juſtification implies a trial here; the ele& are 
tried in this life, and juſtified by faith in the 
Saviour. Hence they are ſaid to paſs from death 
to life, and ſhall never come into condemnation ; which 
implies, that there was a miniſtration of death 
that they were arraigned at, and found dead 
under, and a ſentence that they eſcaped ; elſe 
how could they paſs from death to 1; ife by faith, 
and for ever eſcape condemnation ? 

AniuAAz. I do not remember any paſſage of 
ſcripture that favours your opinion. 
 Cosar. I think there are many ſerious that 
favour it; For the time is come that judgment muſt ' 
begin at the bouſe of God; and if it firſt begin at us, 
what ſhall the end be of them that obey not the goſpel» 
f God? And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear? 1 Pet. 
iv. 17, 18. In that text — deſtruction of Iſrael 

N | by 


) 


by the Romans may be implied, which was to 
begin at the temple or houſe of God; but Peter 
was no part of that, therefore more is intended 
by Peter's ſaying, Judgment begins at us. The 
deſtruction of the temple was a fulfilment of this 
prophecy—Slay witerly old and young, both maids, 
little children, and women, and begin at my ſantJu- 
ary, Ezek. ix. 5, 6. Secondly, the arraignment 
and martyrdom of the ſaints may be implied in 
that text, but the ſpiritual judgment of the 
ele& in this world is not excluded; nor is it 
excluded in the following text For, for this cauſe 
wma the goſpel preached alſo to them that are dead, 
that they might be judged according to men in the fleſh, 
but live according to God in the Spirit, 1 Pet. iv. 6. 
The Loxp hath often diſcovered himſelf as an 
angry judge to a ſinner from the pulpit ; and has 
ſpoke to his conſcience by the preacher, ſufficient 
to convince him of his awful ſtate; even his 
inmoſt thoughts have been diſcovered and laid 
open, and he has found himſelf in the powerful 
hand, and at the very bar of Gop, convicted of 
all his crimes, the very ſentence ſounding in his 
ears, and his ſoul ſinking into all the horrors of 
a condemned criminal; which has made him 
tremble no leſs than a condemned ſinner will 
do in the day of judgment; as it is written, But if 
Je prophecy, and there come in one that believeth not, 
or one unlearned, be is convinced of all, be is judęed 
all; and thus are the ſecrets of his heart made mani- 
_ou and ſo, falling down 8 will worſhip 
1 . 
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God, and report that God is in you of nr | 
1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. | 
Thus you ſee the © operation of che word al oo 
ſpirit of Gop; when the Lonxp ſpeaketh to the 
heart, the rebel is arraigned, judged, and con- 
demned, both by law and conſcience, — and 
would ſink to all eternity, if Gop did not impute 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs to him; but the 
choſen ſinner has an advocate, and therefore his 
trial does not end in eternal death, but in a 
fatherly chaſtiſement; as it is written But when 
we are judged we are chaſtened of the Lord, that wwe 
Jhould not be condemned with the world, I Con 
xi. 31, 32. 
AniMaaz. I would wiſh to hoe the trial of 
Brodigalia, if my brother would relate it; and 
pray be ſo kind as to bring in the word of Gop 
to ſhew the conſiſtency of his arraignment there- 
with; for you know that muſt be the touchſtone 
hat all things muſt be tried by ;—even the ſpirit, 
the practice, and the principles of a believer | 
muſt be tried by that. 
Cusn. Very true; and 1 mall be glad to 
prove the trial, and the juſtification of this poor 
ſinner, by that immutable ſtandard. After Prodi- 


galis had been alarmed, awakened, quickened 1 


to feel his guilt, and raiſed out of his dead ſtate 
of carnal ſecurity, he gave himſelf wholly up to 
retirement and melancholy, as being fit com- 
pany for none but thoſe of the ſame caſt. In 
one of his — walks he came to a lonely 


grove, 


A 
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grove, which is well known to thouſands; and 
having a clear view, and a feeling ſenſe of his 
Joſt eſtate, be lift up his voice and wept, and be 
called the name of that place Bochim, Judges ii. 4. 5. 
and it is called be place of - mourners to this day. 
At the end of mourning grove there is a little 
valley, and on the ſouth fide of it, at the foot 
of an hill, is a lictle encloſed ſpot, walled round, 
and planted with dwarf evergreens. Prodigalis 
attempted an entrance into it, but met with a 
rebuff, and had the gate ſhut againſt him. He 
then made an attempt to climb over the wall, 
but he felt himſelf ſenſibly reſiſted God re/fteth 
the proud. This wrought ſuch diſtraction and 
confuſion in his mind, that he fainted away, and 
lay for ſome hours in a trance, during which 
time he had a viſion ;—He | ſaw by night, and be- 
bold, a man riding upon_a red horſe, and be food 
among myrile trees that were in the bottom, and be- 
Bind bim were red borſes ſpangled and white, Zech. 
1.8, . | 
Prodigalis had the uſe of all his faculties 
bur whether he was in the body, or out of it, he 
could not tell. His mind was impreſſed with 
awful thoughts of the grand affize; and the horſes 
that he ſaw in the viſion he took to belong to the 
retinue of his judge, who was viſiting thoſe parts 
in his perpetual circuit. And indeed he was not 
miſtaken, for the horſes belonged to the chariots 
of God, and were a part of the twenty thouſand 
that always attended bim, Pſalm Ixviii. 17. The 
eo | So | poor 


- 
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poor man was forcibly ſeized, and led in the 
viſion by a ſtrong hand to a lofty hill, the top 
of which was covered with a pillar of: ſmokes 
the middle of it was all on a flame of fire, and 
juſt under the fire hung a heavy dark cloud; 
before that cloud Prodigalis was placed nor 
was it in his power to move one ſtep from it, 
though be fain would have fled out of bis band, J ob 
xxvii. 22. 


Out of the midſt of that black cloud a ſuper- 
natural light broke forth, and forcibly darted its 
beams on the whole ſoul of Prodigalis. As ſoon 
as this light ſhone upon him, all the corruptions 
of his heart boiled up, as the fire cauſeth the water 
to bail, Iſa. Ixiv. 2.-His iniquities were ſet before 
his judge, and bis ſecret fins in the light of his coun- 
tenance, Pf. xc. 8. He ſaw himſelf in his true co- 
lours indeed; for his polluted ſoul was diſcovered 
in ſuch a loathſome condition, that no leper was 
ever ſo corrupted in body as he appeared to be in 
foul; from bead to foot there was no ſoundneſs, —all 
was wounds, bruiſes, and putriſying ſores, Iſa. i. 6. 
he was a leper in the worſe ſenſe, and many 
filthy rags he bad laid on to cover bis wounds, Iſaiah 
Ixiv. 6. But, alas, his ſpiritual defilements, and 
his legal coverings, were both of a piece, inſo- 
much that he might truly be ſaid to be clothed | 
with filthy garments, Zech. . 

In this deplorable and moſt miſerable condi- 
tion, he found an accuſer ſtanding cloſe to him 
upon the right hand ;—and he infuſed into his 
mind ſuch enmity againſt the light that ſnhined, 

K and 
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and ſuggeſted ſuch evils and hard thoughts againft 
the judge as are ſhocking to mention. Thus ſtood 
Prodigalis, clothed in bis filthy garments, filled with 
ſhame and confuſion of face, even before the angel 


of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding at bis FI band to 
refit bim, Zech. ili. 1. 


In this periſhing ſtate, bitten with the gnaw - 
ing worm of a guilty conſcience, he found ano-— 
ther enemy on his left ſide, threatening every 
moment to put a period to his exiſtence; and if 
that had been permitted, he was ſure that his 
accuſer would gain an awful conqueſt over him, 
and an eternal poſſeſſion of him. No free-will, 
no human power, no ſelf-righteouſneſs can ſtand 
here ;—Prodigalis found this;— theſe things 
blaſted all his ſuppoſed power and free-will; His 
firength was hunger bitten, and deſtruction was ready 
at his fide. This devoured” the ftrength of his ſkin ; 
. the firſt born of death devoured his ſtrength, Job xviil. 
12, 13. Now I will leave you to gueſs at the 
ſenſations of Prodigalis ; thus fixed in the pre- 
ſence of Gov, with all his fins in the light of 
Gop's countenance, covered with guilt and filth, 


Satan at his Des hand, and deftruttion at his 
lefr. 


AniMaaz., A deplorable ſtate ag D but 
this is not the caſe with all ſinners. - 


Cusni. There is not an unconverted ſoul in 
the world, as the Lorp: liveth, but what is in 
_ this ſtate, whether he know it or not; and this 

he will find in a dying NN fins will ſtare 


him 
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him in the es death will appear at 
his left hand, and Satan at his right, if he die 
out of CRHRISTͤHJ); and as ſure as death cuts him 
off in his ſin, ſo ſure Satan ſeizes the prey, he is 
delivered up to the tormentor, and has a diſtant 
view of the burning throne of Gop—Then ſhall 
the ſpirit return to God who gave it; and receive 
the ſentence, Depart from me; I know ye not. 
Prodigalis being thus arraigned at the bar, 
with his accuſer at his right hand, and his exe- 
cutioner on his left, his judgment proceeded: there 
appeared a man under the burning light, that 
took out a ſort of poſt-bag, in which were the 
indictments of Prodigalis— His tranſgreſſions were 
ſealed up in that bag, God had ſewed up his iniquity, 
Job xiv. 17. And now the bag was brought 
forth, and unſealed And lo the roll of a book was 
Found therein ;, and it was ſpread before him; and it 
was written within and witheut; and there was 
written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe, 
Rel. li. 9, 10 
AniMaaz. Pray 150 was clerk of the peace? 
Who was he that read the indictment? 
Cvus gi. Moſes reads the indictments, enrolls 
the acts, and draws the proceſs; but a man 
whoſe name is Conſcience appeared as clerk of 
the aſſize, and produced many things that had 
been done in various circuits; he was clerk of 
the crown alſo, for he had framed and recorded 
many indictments, win were all now * 
en : 
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Annan Pray what was his indiftment? 
Who had impeached him? 
 Cousni. There were ſeveral indictments againſt 
him. Firſt, he was accuſed of tranſgreſſing all 
the laws of his ſovereign; ſecondly, of private 
conſpiracy and rebellion againſt the king's perſon; 
thirdly, of high treaſon; "and, fourthly, of mur- 
der, &c. as ſhall be ſhewed in the proceſs, —Firſt 
the .roll of lamentation, mourning, and woe, 
was read in the order following : Thou art in- 
dicted, by the name of Prodigalis, for adhering 
to an unlawful ſovereign, for fn had reigned in bis 
heart, Rom. v. 21.— Thou haft been diſloyal to 
the king, and haſt ſet up another in oppoſition 
to him be had ſet up an idol in bis beart, Ezek. 
xiv. 4.—Thou haſt opened thy mouth againſt 
his majeſty, and ſpoken lightly and vainly of his 
name and perſon.— Thou haft profaned the days 
of reſt—the jubilee days—faſt days—and all 
the days of feſtivity.— Thou art charged with 
diſobedience to thy progenitors, and with the 
dreadful crime of murder ;—thou haſt hated thy 
brother for his loyalty, which is murder con- 
ceived in the heart. Thou art charged with 
adultery, and with theft; with ſpeaking falſely 
of thy neighbour, and coveting his property 
after thou hadſt waſted thine own. What ſayeſt 
thou to theſe eee Art thou guilty, or 
not ? 
AhIMAAZ. Pray what did the þ poor ſoul ſay? 
1 have ſuch a feeling or him, I long to hear his 
| | 2. | 8 en, 
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deliverance; for I fancy myſelf at the very bar. 
Did he plead not guilty ? 

Cusn. No, he could not do thar, foe the 


judge himſelf was a ſwift witneſs againſt bim, as 
it is written, And I will come near to you to judgment; 


and I will be a ſwift witneſs ogainſt the ſorcerers, 


the adulterers, and the falſe ſwearers, Mal. iii. 5. 
Beſides, Conſcience, who was clerk of the crown, 
had framed and recorded many indictments againſt 
him; for he had been privately arraigned and 
found. guilty ſeveral times before; therefore to 
plead innocent would have been giving the lie 
both to Gop and conſcience ; and who againſt 
theſe can be heard ? | 
He neither pleaded guilty nor innocent; he 
held his hands before his face to hide his fallen 
countenance, and trembled at every joint; for 
he had not (to his knowledge) one friend in all 
the court. The indictment was read, wherein 
he was charged with private conſpiracy and re- 
bellion ; this he could not deny, for the accuſer 
who ſtood at his right hand was the very enemy 
that drew him into that conſpiracy; as it is re- 
corded bat they may recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
bis will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
. AnltMaaz., Why ſure thy curd wretch did 
not drag the poor ſoul into rebellion, and then 
turn the King's evidence, did he? | 


Cusnr. He is one that can turn any way 
but the right, He will ſwear and lie too for no- 
| K 3 thing; 
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thing; howbeit the king ſtands in no need of 
his evidence, nor does he get his own neck out 
of the halter by all his turning. The rebellion 
that the priſoner was charged with was, that he 
had not only oppoſed the univerſal monarch 
himſelf, but that he had endeavoured to put 
the loyaliſts to ſname - expoſe their obedience 
to contempt and perſecute them for their cloſe 
attachment to the crown and dignity of their 
rightful ſovereign. His treaſon conſiſted in 
ſpeaking evil of the king; yea, he had even 
gone ſo far in his deſperate rebellion, as to give 
him the lie to his face—for be that believes not vas 
made bim a-liar, 1 John v. 10. 

When the poor priſoner looked vp and ſaw 
Moſes his accuſer before him juſt under the 
judgment ſeat, and Juſtice with his drawn ſword 
cloſe by him; Satan ſtanding at his right hand, 
and Death at his left, his ſpirit would bave failed 
from before his judge, and the ſoul that God bad made, 
Iſaiah lvii. 16. had he not been upheld by a 
divine power; for he knew that as ſoon as Moſes 
had finiſhed his accuſation, the ſentence muſt 
be paſſed; Juſtice would order the executioner 

to cut him down, and deliver the rebel to the 
tormentor, and then woe to him for ever. What 
to do he knew not; plead innocent he dared 
not; he was drove to his wits end; his hair 
ſtood erect upon his head, and his heart was ſo 
pregnant with grief and horror, that he feared 
it would burſt in his body. The burden of his 
fin, - the fear of death, overwhelmed him; 


7 for 
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for he knew that in the ſight of his Judge. no 
Aeſb living could ever be juſtified. 

Moſes began his accuſation thus: Thou haſt 
been a ſtubborn ſtiff-necked rebel ever ſince I 
knew thee. I had ſet before thee life and death, and 
told thee to chooſe life that it might be well with 
thee, and that thou mighteſt prolong thy days; 
but thou haſt been one void of counſel, a per- 
verſe one, in whom is no faith. I told thee that 
thou ſhouldeſt find no reſt for the ſoles of thy 
feet—that thy life ſhould hang in doubt before 
thee—and that thou ſhouldeſt have no aſſurance 
of thy life; that the heavens ſhould be iron over 
thy head, and the earth braſs beneath thy feet; 


and that in the morning thou ſhould ſay, Would 


Gop it were night; and at night, Would Gop 
it were morning all theſe things thou knoweſt 
| ſtand on record in my law. But thou haſt caſt 
all my words behind thy back, therefore thou 
muſt now expect the conſequences—Curſed be be 
that confirmeth not all the words of Ibis law to do 
them, Deut. xxvii. 26. Doſt thou think that the 
law ſhall be made void for thee ? Shall an eter- 
nal act be repealed to ſcreen a rebel? Shall a 
divine ſentence be revoked ? Shall divine truth 
ſtand in deriſion, or be expoſed to ſcorn and 


contempt, or charged with falſhood to ſave an 


enemy? And ſhall Immutability itſelf appear to 
change and waver, that à traitor may ſtand in 
Judgment? Nay, divine veracity hath affirmed 
that it is eaſier for heaven and earth to paſs away, 
| than for one little of the law to fail, Luke xvi. 17. 
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Now Juſtice began to vindicate truth and law; 
I have ſaid, that the foul that finneth ſhall die, Exod. 
xviii. 4. My fword ſhall be bathed in heaven, and 
come down on Idumea, the people of my curſe, to judg- 
ment, Iſa. xxxiv. 5. Cut bim aſunder, and appoint 
him bis portion with hypocrites, Matt. xxiv. 51. Cut it 
down [1 fay], why cumbereth it the ground? Luke xin. 
7. Now his right- hand accuſer laid about him, as if 
he had almoſt ſwallowed bim up alive as the grave: 
and whole as they that go down to the pit, Prov. i. 
12. To be ſhort, the poor priſoner could not 
-perſuade himſelf but that the execution was 
actually begun, and that oe” was really finking 
into hell icſelf. 

"AniMaaz. I never heard of fo dreadful a trial 
in my life before ; do relate his deliverance, for 
really I feel as if I was ugder the ſentence my- 
ſelf. I cannot help weeping over him; I find 
my very foul drawn out in love and pity toward 
him. TI have ſuch a love to him, and ſuch a 
ſenſe of his ſufferings, that I could give all that 
I have in the world to have a fight of him. ; 

Cusnr, While Moſes was thus accuſing, 
Juſtice threatening, and Prodigalis ſinking as he 
thought into the belly of hell, he lifted up his 
right hand and gave ſuch a ſmite upon his breaſt 
as if he would have beaten the breath out of his 
body, and cried out, God be merciful to me a 
finner, This was done with ſuch fervour, and with 
fuch a ſtrong voice, that it ſilenced every one in 
the court, except the devil, whoſe curſed breath 

is 
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is never ſpent. As for Moſes, he had no more 
to fay ; for he knew that Gop would be gracious fo 
whom he would be gracious, and that be would ſhew 
mercy to whom he would fhew mercy, Exod: xxxiii. 
19. a Lo 
Moſes never accuſes any man that pleads or 
calls for mercy; nor did Juſtice proceed againſt 
this petition of Prodigalis ; for juſtice is in per- 
fe& harmony with mercy, they have met together, 
and kiſſed each other long ago, Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. Nor 
is Juſtice againſt the poor ſinner that pleads for 
mercy in mercy's channel; far from it; for he 


ſays to ſuch, I am faithful and juſt to forgive fins, © 


and to cleanſe from all unrighteouſneſs, 1 John i. g. 


Moſes inſiſted on perfect obedience, and be ac- 


cuſed for diſobedience, John v. 45. Juſtice called 
for death on the tranſgreſſor, and death ſtood 
ready to execute the ſentence, and ou to tor- 
ment the executed. 


The priſoner having recovered himſelf a little, 
repeated his old petition (being determined to 
diſcharge the arrow that would fly), God be mer- 
ciful to me a finner. As ſoon as he had ended this 
lamentable cry, there came a perſon to him of 
fingular beauty, fairer [by far] than any of the 
children of men, Plalm xlv. 2. and ſaid, Where are 
thoſe thine accuſers? Hath no man condemned thee ? 
John viii. 10. The priſoner could not ſpeak, for 
his words were ſwallowed up, Job vi. 3. He ſtill 
fuck to his text, and a third time repeated the 
old cry, if poſſible louder than ever, God be mer- 
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ciful to me a finner! The glorious perſon looked 
very hard, both at Moſes and at Juſtice; and he 
anſwered and ſpake o thoſe, | for they ſtill] food be- 
fore him, ſaying, [1] take away the filthy garments 
From bim. And unto the [priſoner] he ſaid, I have 
cauſed thine iniquity to paſs from thee, and 1 will 
clothe thee with change of raiment, Zech. iii. 4. And 
true enough he did; for he took him and waſhed 
him in the midſt of the court, ſaying, For I will 
cleanſe their bloed that I baue not cleanſed ; for [I] 
the Lord dwell in Zion, Joel iii. 21. And to the 
poor ſoul he ſaid, If I waſo thee not thou haſt ns 


- *» part with me, John xii. 8. 


Juſtice ſeeing this, ſtepped up, and ſtood las 
by the Mediator, and acquieſced in the Saviour's 
wonderful a& of clemency, ſaying, 1 am faithful 
 endyuſt to forgive thee thy ſins, and to cleanſe thee 

from all unrighteouſneſs, 1 John i. 9. But Moſes 
fill kept looking about for a covering; for his 
law ſays, And it ſball be our righteouſneſs, if we 
obſerve 10 do all theſe commandments before the Loxv 
our Gob, as be bath commanded us, Deut. vi. 26, 


Waſhing, under the ceremonial law, was not 
ſufficient to recommend a ſoul. to Gop; a perfect 
obedience to the moral law was required. Nor 
had a finner any call for a ceremonial cleanſing, 
if he had never tranſgreſſed the moral precept. 
The Saviour obeyed the law perfectly, and there- 
fore wanted no ſacrifice for himſelf ; he offered 
himſelf, but it was for vs. 


The 
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The Lord Jesvs ſeeing Moſes fo bent upon a 
e to juſtify the ſinner, as well as a 
purification, the Mediator anſwered and ſaid, 1 
have magnified the law and made it honourable, Iſa. 
xlii. 21. My obedience is ſufficient to juſtify [him] 
and many | more], Rom. v. 19. And to the priſo- 
ner he ſaid, Behold, 7 bring near my righteouſneſs, 

Ika. xlvi. 13. and I will clothe thee from head to foot 
[with it], Iſa. Ixi. 10. And when Moſes —_—_ that 
be was content, Lev. x. 20. 
Then faid the Mediator, Let them Py a fair 
mitre upon bis head; ſo they ſet a fair mitre upon his 


bead, and clothed him with garments x z and the * 2 
of the Lok p ſtood by, Zech. iii. 3. | 


Ass ſoon as the Mediator had waſhed him, 
clothed him with his robe, and ſet the fair mitre 
upon his head, then he took the poor ſinner by 
the neck, and held him forth before the devil ; 
And the Lorp ſaid unto Satan, The LoRD rebuke 
thee, O Satan! even the LorD that bath choſen Je- 


ruſalem rebuke thee: Is not this a vent Plucked out 
of the fire? Zech. iii. 2. 


As ſoon as the devil ſaw that, he „ind he. 
lightning falling from heaven, Luke x. 18. And 
there was heard a ſhout and a loud voice even 

from the celeſtial regions, ſaying, Now is come 
ſalvation, and ſtrengtb, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his CarisT ; for the accuſer of our 
brethren is caſt down, which accuſed them before our 
Go day and night ; and | Prodigalis] has overcome 
him by the blood of the LaMB. Therefore rejoice ye 


heavens, 


- 


| 
| 
| 
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heavens, and ye that dwell in them, Rev. xii. 10, 
Il, 12. 

* AHIMAAZ. My very ſoul is fired with 5 to 
he dear Redeemer ; well may he be called our 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanfification, and redemption, 
1 Cor. i. 30. My ſoul is as if it was juſt de- 
lvered ; ſurely I feel the bleſſed effects of that 
poor ſinner's juſtification: O what a friend is the 
Saviour to the poor! Pray go * with the ac- 


Count. 


Cusn. As ſoon as the r bad ad, 


clothed, and crowned the poor priſoner, and had 


rebuked Satan the accuſer, he then appeared at 
the right hand of Prodigalis, and ſtood as an Ad- 
_ vocate, in the very place where Satan the accuſer 
had ſtood. Thus the Advocate diſplaced the 


devil. This made the priſoner cry out, I will 


praiſe the Lord with my mouth ; yea, I will praiſe 
him among the multitude. For he ſhall ſtand at the 
right band of the poor, to ſave him from thoſe that 
condemn bis ſoul, Pſalm cix. 30, 31. 

 Animaaz. Pray what ſaid the great and terrible 
name to this? he that ſpake out of the thick darkneſs, 
Deut. v. 22. you know he i is a conſuming fire, Heb. 
xi. 29. 

Cusn. Why, the Mediator took Prodigalis 
in his right hand, and led him up, even before 
that great and terrible name, as you call it; he 
led him up to him (I ſay), in his crown and robe, 
as he was, and ſaid to his Father, Behold me, and 
[one of ] be children which thou haſt given me, Heb. 

ii. 13. 
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ii. 13. and that great and terrible name appeared 
one of the moſt compaſſionate and tender Fathers 
that ever mortal heard of; for he roſe up from 
his ſeat, and ran to bim, and fell on his neck and 
kiſſed bim, Luke xv. 20. and ſaid, This my ſon was 
dead and is alive again, be was loft and is found, ver. 
24. The poor ſoul cried aloud, ſeeing himſelf 
fo unworthy of adopting grace, and ſaid, Father, 
T bave ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy fight, and 

am not worthy to be called thy ſon, ver. 21. and lift 
up his voice and wept aloud. But the Father 
wiped his blubbered cheeks, ſaying, And Gop 
Hall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and there 
Hall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying. 
Rev. xxi. 4. Then ſaid the Mediator to Prodi- 
galis, Be not afraid, Mark v. 26. for the Father 
 bimlſelf loveth you, becauſe ye bave loved me, v4 ohn 

Avi. 27. 

The Father ſeemed to uke FIRED notice of 

the robe that the Mediator had put upon poor Pro- 
digalis, and ſmelled the ſmell of bis raiment, and bleſſed 
bim, and ſaid, See, the ſmell of my ſon is as the ſmell 
of a field which [I] the Loxp have bleſſed. Therefore 
II will give thee] of tbe dew of heaven, and the fatneſs 
of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine. Let peo- 
pls ſerve thee, and | ſinful] nations bow down to 
thee : be LorD over thy | flelhly] brethren, and let 
thy mother's [baſe-born} ſons bow down to. thee : 
curſed be every one that curſeth thee, and bleſſed be be 

that bleſſeth — Gen. xxvii. 277 28, 29. 


AHIMAAZ, 
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AniMaaz. Why, the Father ſeemed as loving 
to him as the Mediator himſelf, who was fleſb of 
his fleſh, and bone of his bone, Eph. v. 30. I can- 
not think how the poor ſoul could bear up under 
ſuch unparalleled kindneſs and mercy. Aſto- 
niſhing love! But the Son's robe is pleaſing to 
the Father; for he has ever pronounced a bleſſing 
on them whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fin 
is covered with that robe; and has promiſed never 
to impute fin to ſuch again, nor charge their ſpi- 

Tit with guile, Pſalm xxxii. 1, 2. 

' Cusni. Indeed the Father ſeemed as fond of 
adorning him as the Mediator himſelf; for he 
did not think poor Prodigalis was fine enough. 
Therefore he ſaid, Put a ring on his finger, and 

ſhoes on bis feet, and let us be merry, Luke xv. 
22, 23. He ordered likewiſe all the hoſts of hea- 
ven to acquielſce in this his ſovereign will; and 
ſaid, There ſhould be joy in heaven over one finner that 
repenteth, more than over ninely and nine juſt perſons 
[now in glory] that never need repentance, Luke 
| xv. 7. Nor was the Father of eternity himſelf 
filear when the celeſtial triumphs began : ſo far 
from it, that the ALmicaTy's voice was as 
plainly. heard in the anthem as the muſic and 
melody of all the reſt. And indeed it muſt be fo 
to fulfil the Scriptures, which cannot be broken : 
The Lord thy Gob in the midſt of thee is mighty, : 
be will ſave ; be will rejoice over thee with joy; be 
will reſt in bis love, HE WILL joy OVER THEE 
- WITH SINGING, * iii. 17. 


After ; 


1 | 

After the Father had kiſſed him, bleſſed him, 
ordered the ring on his finger, and the ſhoes on 
his feet, and had joined in the anthem at the re- 
ception of him, becauſe he had received him ſafe 
and ſound ; the Saviour put one of the hands of 
Prodigalis into the hand of his heavenly Father, 
and held the other hand faſt himſelf; then ſaid the 
bleſſed Saviour to poor Prodigalis, None Hall 
pluck [thee] out of my hand; my Father is greater 
than all, and none is able to pluck [thee] out of my 
Father's hands, John x. 28, 29. The Father 
having kiſſed him, he pointed him to his beloved 
Son, ſaying, Go; kiſs the Son; bleſſed are all they that 
put their truſt in bim, Pſalm ii. 12. And to his 
own Son he ſaid, If is my will that not one of theſe 
[poor] little ones ſhould periſh, Matt. xviii. 14. but 
that thou raiſe them up at the laſt day, John vi. 39. 
Thus poor Prodigalis, the felf-condemned ſin- 
ner, was juſtified; and he that was far off by 
wicked works, was made nigh by the blood of CnrisT. 
And the enemy was reconciled to on by the 
death of his dear Son. 

AIM AAZ. You have given me a ſweet account 
of the arraignment and juſtification of that poor 
ſinner ; of his glorious deliverance; and of the 
rebuke that Satan met with. But Deſtruction, 
the executioner, that ſtood at his left hand, you 
ſay nothing about; pray what became of him? 
for of all the enemies that poor fallen mortals are 
expoſed to, he is none of the leaſt: indeed he is 
one of the moſt formidable ; for if he receives a 


commiſſion 
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commiſſion to execute his office on the ſelf-con- 
demned criminal, he is gone for ever; he has 
no more part in any good thing that is done un- 
der the ſun. The fatal die is caſt, and the de- 
parted ſoul is expoſed to every ſhaft that flies be- 
 yond the tomb. Bleſſed is that man that is de- 
 livered from the arrow that flieth by day; be fall 
not be afraid of the terrors of [endleſs] night ; being 
cleanſed from the ſpiritual peſtilence that walketh 
in darkneſs ; he is alſo delivered from the deſtruction 
that waſteth at the] noon [ of goſpel] day, Palm 
xci. 5, 6. 

Cusui. Why, the 8 ſaid to 8 
tion, I came 7o deliver them who through the fear of 
death were all their life-time ſubjef to bondage, Heb. 
ii. 15. and as ſoon as he had ſaid this, Prodigalis 
was not in the leaſt afraid of him, but rather 
wiſhed him to do his office, being perſuaded that 
all things. were his, whether life or death, 1 Cor. 
111. 22, For as the ſting of death was gone out 
of his conſcience, he was not afraid of a phan- 
tom; for death is no more without his ſting than 
a ſerpent is without his tooth. It is guilt that 
makes death formidable; without this he is a 
mere ſhadow without a ſubſtance, Pſalm xxiii. 4. 
Indeed, poor Prodigalis triumphed over him, ſay- 
ing, O death, where is thy ting! O grave, where is 
thy viflory ! The fling of death is fir, and the ſtrength of 
fin is the law; but thanks be to Gov which giveth 
ws the victory through our Lorp Jzesvs CurisT, 
1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, - This is no more than the ful- 


filment 


(ns 


filment of a glorious promiſe made by the dear 
Redeemer, I will ranſom them from the power of 
the grave, I will redeem them from death: ob death, 
I will be thy plague ! oh grave, I will be thy deſtruc- 
tion | repentance ne be hid from mine eyes, Hoſea 
i 

 AHIMAAZ, 1 am wonderfully inſtructed; my 
very bowels yearn over the Father of all mercies, 
and the Gop of all comfort, for diſcovering ſuch 
bowels of mercy to poor returning ſinners, who 
have wantonly abuſed his name, and ignorantly 
rebelled againſt the only friend they have in hea- 
ven or earth. Beſides, my brother, we know 
Gop is ſelf-complete,—happy, and eternally 
happy in his own perfections; our praiſes or our 
preſence i in heaven can never add to divine feli- 

city; nor can all the horrors of the damned diſ- 
wy compoſe the Moſt High, diſquiet his happineſs, 
or in the leaſt diminiſh his pleaſure. 

This being the real caſe, God's endearing 
characters, and unexpected condeſcenſion, when 
diſplayed, is the moſt affecting ſcene that can be 
exhibited upon a human ſpirit. | 

. Cusnr, True, my brother; and if poor ſouls, 
who are brought to hope 1 in the Saviour, did but 
conſider the ALM1GurTy in thoſe relative ties, and 
covenant characters, that (as a reconciled Gop 
and Father) he ſtands in to them, there would 
not be that ſervile diſpoſition, that laviſh fear 
that is in too many of them; nor that mercenary 
ſervice that is perſormed by them, which is not 
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at all to the honour of their benign Parent, nor 
to the honour or happineſs of themſelves; who 


are called a free and royal houſhold; and their 
dignity, their liberty, their maintenance, their 


crown royal, and their enjoyment of it, is eter- 


nally ſecured, and that by their own Father; 


Whole wiſdom none can baffle, whoſe ſchemes 
none can fruſtrate, whoſe promiſe can never fail, 


and whoſe power cannot be reſiſted. 
- AniMAAZ. Very true; but the ArmicnTty 


does not give to all his children ſo conſpicuous a 
deliverance as he did to Prodigalis: nor do I 
believe that all are juſtified in ſuch a manner. I 


believe myſelf to bejuſtified by faith in the Saviour; 
but I was not tried hike him, nor delivered with 
all that explicit form that you have deſcribed. 
Cusnr. But you was; and 1 will be bold to 
ſay, that if you was to go to the weakeſt babe in 
faith, and aſk him, if he was not awed by the fear 
of death before hope ſprung up in his breaſt; he 
would tell you, Yes. Aſk him, if evil thoughts 
were not ſuggeſted to his mind; and he would 
tell you, They were :—here is Satan the accuſer, 
and death the executioner. Aſk bim, further, if 
the corruptions of his heart and his evil tempers 
were not diſcovered, and ſtirred vp more than 
uſual ;—here is the eye of Gop; bat ſoever 


© maketh manifeſt is light, Eph. v. 13. Aſk him if 


the law of Gop, when he read it, and his own. 
conſcience, when he examined it, did not accuſe 


him: if ſo, there is the clerk of the peace, the 


clerk 
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elerk of the crown, and Moſes the accuſer. And 
I will be bold to affirm that he never got rid of @ 2 
one of theſe accuſers nor accuſations but by faith * l 
in the name of Jesus. Theſe are the ſenſible © 
effects of the trial, though they may not be able | 
for the vat of light and * to deſeribe 
it. 8. 

AnIMAaz. Indeed, my friend, I can go 6 
by ſtep. with your account of the ſenſations of 
Prodigalis; but to fave. my life I could not de- 4 
ſcribe my arraigament. nor SHA in 1 | 
manner that you have. k 

Cost. I know'that the poor Geer 4 is e to 
taſk for all his tranſgreſſions; they occur to his 
mind, one after another, as he is able to ſtand 
the indictments: nor are the thoughts of his 

heart neglected in the divine proceſs; but when 

Goo maketh inguiſition for blood, be remembereth 


them, be forgetteth not the ay <4 fi humble, n 
ix. 1225 


And if any Gs be not 8 forth a at who 
Girl arraignment, the poor ſinner,” when he has 
tranſgreſſed, goes to the bar again, and is re- 
Judged and chaſtened of the LorD, that be may not 
be condemned with the world, 1 Cor. xi. 32. How 
often is a real believer cited to the bar, or 
obliged to cite himſelf, for an evil thought, 
or an haſty expreſſion, becauſe his quickened 
ſoul is ſuſceptible of remorſe z when. the impeni- 

tent ſinner ſhall hardly feel a check for all * 
N crimes, becauſe he Is dead: how- 
L 2 ever, 
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ever, the former has an advocate, but the latter 
knows of none. 


» Aniaaz. I find that I agree with you in the 
Se ſenſe of the power, though - I have not 
light enough to ſee eye to eye; but the kingdom 
of God is not in word but in power. I am ſorry 
that 1 ſo often break in upon your converſation, 
and eſpecially in a contradictory way; but your 
candour will excuſe my intruſion. I am obliged, 
when I have raiſed all my objection, to go with 
the force of your arguments; for when you back 
your aſſertions with the word of Gop, beth my 
conſcience and experience carries me into your 
channel, I would wiſh to hear how the poor 
foul found himſelf after his juſtification by faith, 
and reconciliation with Gop. : I dare ſay he 
thought that heaven itſelf was come gw: into 
his heart. 


Cusn. After he had Wee the ade be 
;uſtificarion, and the benediftion of the Father 
and the Son (for they both bleſſed him), he was 
led into a lonely avenue, and had a true and 
humbling ſight of the croſs, that he might know 
how his juſtification was procured by his Surety : 
and likewiſe. he: was left to contemplate there 
which way it was that law and juſtice got ſatisfac- 
tion, that Goo might appear juſt [to his law] as 
well as the juſtifier of | Prodigalis)] that believed in 
Jesus, Rom. iii. 26. The poor man never had 
jo humbling a viſion as this before; his ſoul was 
diſſolved at the ſight of the croſs: the ſingular 
; 72 clemency 
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evokes of his Lond, exhibited in the myſtery 
of his ſufferings, overwhelmed him with humi- 
lity; his eyes flowed with tears of love; his 
heart diſcharged every ſtream of gratitude; and 
his tongue encompaſſed his Loxo with thouſands 
of bleſſings and praiſes, till he might truly be 
ſaid to inbabit the praiſes of (that TY Pſalm 
xxii. 3. a 


AniMaaz. I bleſs Gop I know by happy ex- 
perience what the feelings of poor Prodigalis 
were: I have had a ſight of the croſs myſelf; and 
have felt the immortal love of him that died rhe 
juſt for the unjuſt : and I hope that the bleſſed 
impreſſion that it left on my foul will never be 
defaced by the love of creatures, Surely the 
impreſſion was divine; nature was paflive under 
it, and happy in it; nor does the ſoul ever deſire 
to loſe the ſenſe of it. But this is deemed mere 
folly and enthuſiaſm by the unenlightened part of 
mankind, . 


Cosi. It is ſuch enthuſiaſm that every believer 
can give ſome reaſonable account of, agreeable to 
divine revelation : whereas, on the other hand, 
if the greateſt man of letters—one of the bright- 
eſt parts and greateſt ingenuity in a carnal ſtate— 
was to attempt to mimic this power, an infant of 
days in grace would be able to detect the impoſtor. 
It is one of the ſecrets that is wwith the righteous ; and 
all other ſecrets eſſential to ſalvation are e included 
in it. 


= 
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This I have often obſerved, that when a letters | 


learned Atheiſt has took pen in hand againſt a 


treatiſe of divinity, he has acted juſt as an igno- 
. Fant bully would do with a reaſonable man, diſ- 
charged the vulgar ſpleen of his heart at the book, 
though never able to overthrow or diſprove one 
truth contained in it, with either fenſe or reaſon 
on his ſide: ſo that his bolt has only ſerved to 
diſcloſe the rebellion of his hearts and betray his 
Ignorance of his Maker. 
__» AniMaaz. If Gop hides his myſteries from 
the wiſe and prudent, they can do bur little with 
them. No man can counterfeit. a thing that he 
has no idea of; nor can he diſprove what he.doth 
not underſtand, If the MxssiaAn hides his myſte- 
ries from a man, he has no knowledge of them; 
| one he can never counterfeit them, nor. diſ- 
prove them. Such a man may, be counted wiſe 
while he keeps filence ; even 4 fool, when be bolgeth 
bis peace, is counted wiſe ;- and be that ſoutteth his lips 
is eſteemed a man of underſtanding, Prov. xvii. 28. 
Wiſdom is too high for bim, Prov. xxiv. 7, there- 
fore if he meddle with it, be layeth open bis folly, 
Prov. xiii. 16, 
But do give me a further account of Prodigalis; | 
for it is the power of religion that warms the 
heart, as ſpeaketh the Plalmiſt, They Gall ſpeak of 
the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to 
make known to the ſons of men his mighty acts, and 
the glorious majeſty of bis att Pſalm cxlv. 
ct 12. 


Cusn. 


Pe . 
„ my 
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Cusn. After Prodigalis had been indulged 
wth a ſaving view of the croſs, he lived ſome © 
time in that open viſion, until his ſoul was fo 
meekened and humbled under that affecting 
ſcene of tragedy, that he died to all earthly 
eomforts and earthly things. The charms of his 
wife, the pleaſures that he had taken in his 
children, the pleaſures of company, the bleſſings 
of health, the bleſſings of ſleep, and the bleſſings 
of food, were all infipid and unſavory to him. 
Infinite fullneſs had entertained him with ſuch 
divine ſatisfaction, that there was no room for a 
ſecond courſe; Gop was all in all. And though 
 Gop has made every thing beautiful in its ſeaſon, yet 


there was but one object beautiful and . 
to him. 


For many months he lived in this open viſion, 
and ſpent his time in the pleaſing element of 
filent ſolitude, until he pined after heaven, as 
the infant juſt weaned doth after its mother's 
breaſt. He was like the Pſalmiſt; As ihe bart 
panteth after the water brook, | ſo paxted his fout 
after Gov, Pſalm xlii. 1. 


An1MAaAZ. This is the bleſſed ſtate of a — 
ſoul; and he can do no leſs than love Gop with 
all his heart, with all his ſoul, with all his mind, 

and with all his ſtrength. The man ſees his own 
| ſalvation ſo precious, and himſelf ſuch a debtor 
to grace, that the united efforts of every mental 
2 8 are not ſufficient to expreſs the high obli- | 
L 4 gation 


ASS 


gation that ſuch are under to Gor, nor the love 
and gratitude that is due to him. 5 


Cusni. Why, you talk like a ſound divine; 
that is a moſt gracious ſpeech, and a very true 
one. Howbeit, after Prodigalis had been long 
indulged with this viſion of the croſs, that began 
in time to grow dim in its luſtre, and to get 
more remote from view; and its appearing at a 
greater diſtance, cauſed the ſenſations thereof to 
abate in proportion: but the Saviour ſent him 
another Comforter, who gradually opened to his 
underſtanding the ſacred and profound myſteries 
of the Holy Trinity; and led him up to the 


eternal counſel of Father, Son, and Spirit, in the 


economy of man's ſalvation. Theſe things 
afforded him freſh entertainment: and no won- 
der; for ſuch aſtoniſhing and eſtabliſhing views 
led the poor ſoul into joys unutterable: fo that 
he rejoiced as much in the reſurrection and glo- 
 rification of the Son of Gop, as he had before 
_ mourned at the viſions of his unparalleled ſuffer- 
ings and death. The bleſſed Spixir ſhined like 
the ſun on his underſtanding—revived his droop- 
ing heart—irfluenced his mind with life and 
peace - ſet his affections in a flame for Gov—and 
informed his judgment reſpecting thoſe things 
which are hid from the wiſe and prudent. In 
ſhort, he had a glimpſe of almoſt all the eſſential 


myſteries, Mark iv. 11. This kindled a becom- 
ing zeal within him, _— made his heart overflow 
| with 
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with joy unſptakable and full of glory. Thus he 
was waſhed in the regeneration, and renewed by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which was ſhed upon him abundantly 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Tit. iii, 6. He 
was @ new. creature indeed; old things were paſſed 
away, and all things became new, 2 Cor. v. 17. his. 
fleſh ſeemed freſher than a child's, and be returned to 
the days of his youth, Job xxxiii. 25. This made 
him deſire no longer to appear as à candle under 4 
buſhel, or under a bed, but be wiſhed to appear on 
candleftick, that "bers e ſee | the bt, Matt. 
v. 15. 
_ - He began to ſpeak cheerfully of divine 4 
to his wife, family, and friends —tbe law of Rind- 
neſs was under bis tongue; his converſation was 
ſavoury and powerful, and his zeal and knowledge 
was accompanied with a public ſpirit. He be- 
came a lively companion to thoſe who had any | 
reverence of their Maker—a warm reprover of 
the wicked—an informer of the miſled—a keen 
detector of errors—a ſound ſcriptorian—a ſon 
of conſolation to a wounded ſpirit, and a con- 
ſpicuous prevailer with Gop in prayer. The 
order of his family viſibly reflected the religion 
of his heart; he endeavoured to train his chil- 
dren up to uſeful learning; to make them dex- 
trous at their pen good accomptants good 
 grammarians—excellent readers good geogra- 
phers, &c. &c. and to inform their judgment in 
theſe things, as well as to load their minds with 
great ſwelling words of vanity. T beſe things, 
| ro | | when 


when accompanied with a becoming prudence, 
and good ſenſe, make perſons ſhine like ſtars 1 in 
their own native country. 

Prodigalis never ſuffered his davghters to 
learn to dance, to ſwell their breaſts, or to ſtretch. 
their necks with the curſed air of wantonneſs. 
He knew by woeful experience the craft of the 
devil, and that he would uſe every effort to-get 
at their hearts and deſtroy their ſouls, without 
his giving him a clue. Nor did his wife gad 
about with a dreſs upward man and downward wo- 
man, as if they were a kind of mermaids, with 
a man's hat and wig and a woman's apron and 
petticoat -a dreſs becoming none but herma- 
Phrodites. How odious does it look to ſee men 
imitate women, with a back to their coat after 
the faſhion of French ſtays, and bows*of ribbon 
to their ſhoes, like miſſes in their teens; while 
the women wear not only the beaver and the 
wig, but the coat and waiſtcoat alſo: be woman 
ſhall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, 
neither ſhall a man put on a woman's garment ; for 
all that do ſo are abomination unto the Lon p thy Gov, 
Deut. xxii. 5. Gop has excluded the cottiſh 
man from his kingdom—Know ye not that the 
unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gon, © 
neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor ads nor 
feminate, 1 Cor. vi. 9. 

I uſed to wonder what 0 FOR, ae of 


ſo many divorces and elopements among our 
ys HOT nobility ; but it is not to be ſo much 


wondered 


„ 
vondered at, when we ſee ſo many act like the 
King of Babylon — dreſs the wife up for a 
ſhow, and call for others to admire her, until her 
heart is impriſoned to one of her admirers; then 
the quits her huſband, and ſets her favourite to 
law with the injured man for a ſeparate mainte- 
nance; and if ſhe carries the ſuit, which is often 
the caſe, then ſhe keeps her humble ſervant at 
the expence of her injured huſband. - One would 
thiak theſe were all Nicolatians, and that they 
were determined to have all things common. 
However, Gop will certainly vifit for theſe things, 
and bis ſoul will be avenged on ane notion WTO 
Jer. vis. | 
Prodigalis added not ſo; he 2 o 
lead his family in that way where he was the 
moſt likely to meet with the bleſſing of his Gon. 
He uſed the means appointed, did his duty in 
his ſtation, and left the event to his Goo; — nor 
did his family like him the worſe for it; for they 
ſaw the hand of Gop ſo viſibly with him, that 
they feared him as his ſervant, and revered dim 
as a tender and gracious father. 5 
_ AHIMAaZz. The man that puts his ares 1 
* will ſurely be defended and honoured by 
him; for he is a wall of fire round about chem 
that fear him, and they will ſurely burn them- 
ſelves that attempt to oppoſe him; and, as you 
juſtly obſerve, Gop will avenge the violation of 
his laws ;—matrimony is Gob's inſtitution, him- 
0 is concerned | in it, and he will puniſh the 
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violators of it, as contemnors of him. But do 
proceed with your account of Prodigalis ;—as 
for the baſe proceedings of the ungodly, they 
can afford us no entertainment, unleſs it be to 
ſet us to wondering at the diſcriminating grace of 
Gop, that has cauſed us to differ. I ſuppoſe that 
you look upon the glorious renewing of the poor 
prodigal to be his new birth, do you not?: 
Cusn. Certainly I do. After Prodigalis 
believed, be was ſealed with that boly ſpirit f pro- 
miſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance, Eph. 
i. 13. And born of Gop he certainly was, for 
every faculty of his ſoul was renewed by the Holy 
Gboſt, Tit. iii. 5. and that which is born of the 
Spirit is ſpirit, as that' which is born of the fleſh is 
Feſp, John iii. 6. He was enabled to believe in 
the Saviour to the ſalvation. of his ſoul; and he 
is à child of God by bis faith, Gal. iii. 26. His 
father received him graciouſly, and bleſſed him, 
which is a ſufficient proof of his being predeſftinated 
to the adoption of ſons, Eph. i. g. Beſides, God 
the Father called him his ſon when he ſaid, This 
my ſon was dead and is alive again, he was bt and is 
found; and becauſe he is a fon, God bas ſent forth 
the ſpirit of bis Son into bis heart, 4 4 Abba, father; 
wherefore be is no more a ſervant, but a ſon; and 


if @ ſon, then an heir, 2 God through 
Cbrift, Gal. iv. 6, 7. | 


AniMaaz, Pray, my 1 ſhew me ſome 
ſcriptural criterions of a child of Gop; and as 
you ſay a ſon is an heir of Gop, and a joint heir 
with Cuxisr, do explain them to me, for I have 

had 
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had many doubts, fears, and temptations about 
my intereſt in theſe things; though 1 believe, by 
the acceſs that 1 find to Gop in prayer, and by 
the familiarity that I am indulged with, that n 
whole of them are in my heart. 


 Cousnr, If I can be of any uſe to eſtabliſh 
and ſettle thy judgment, I ſhall be very willing 
ro ſerve thee, according to my abiliries; for I 
know that a gifted man is as much accountable 
to Gop for the huſbandry of his gift, as the 
wealthy man is for the huſbandry of his wealth; 
both are ftewards, and both are accountable to 
their maſter; for God is the Gop of providence 
as. well as of grace; and the father of RO 
as well as of regeneration. 

When Gop brings a poor penitent ſinner into 
his family, he makes him ſenſibly feel a recon- 
ciliation take place between Gob and him. His 
conſcience,” which before was the ſeat of ftrife; 
becomes the principality of divine peace. All 
the elect are pre-ordained to this peace and reconci- 
liation, Iſa. xxvi. 12. hence they are called ſons 
of peace, even before peace be revealed to them; 
Into whatſcever bouſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be 
to this houſe ; and if the ſon of peace be there, your 
peace ſhall reſt apon it; if not it ſhall return to 
you again, Luke x. 5, 6. Secondly, ſuch are 
enabled to call Gop father, with the teſtimony 
of the word, the Holy Ghoſt, and conſcience on 
their ſide—Thou ſhalt call me my fatter, and ſhalt not 
lurn I from me, Jer. | tit, 19. this they are ena- 
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bled to do by the Spirit—becayſe ye are ſons, God 
bath. ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son into your bearts, 


ching, Abba, father y wherefore. thou art no more a 


| ſervant, but 4 ſon. The poor prodigal claimed 
this privilege in the far — will ariſe and 
ge te my father z and Gob owns him tbis is my 
en. Thirdly, their ſonſhip is often made plain, 
and cleared up to them, by ſharp trials, and 
conſpicuous deliverances, by ſevere chaſtiſements, 
and ſtrong conſolations ;— My ſon, deſpiſe not theu 
the chaſlening. of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
 Tebuked of bim; for whom the Lord loveth he rebukes 
and chaſtens, and ſeourgeth every ſon whom: be receiv+ 
eib; F ye are without chaſtiſements,. of. which all are 
partakers, then are ye baſtards and not ſons ; for 
what ſon is be whom the father chaſteneth note 


.  Fourthly, their ſonſhip is made plain to them 
by-che love of Gop that is ſhed abroad in their 
hearts; which encourages them to a holy free - 
dom with God, — finding at times their doubts 
and fears removed; inſomuch that, their faith 
ſeems ſettled. A ſenſe of love caſts out ſer- 
vile fear, and gives a man a holy boldneſs at a 

throne of grace; and faith works powerfully by 
love, for be that leveth is born of God, and knoweth 


Cod, 1 John iv. 7. Thus he may prove his ſpiri- 


tual birth, and his ſaving knowledge of Gon, by 
the love that he feels to him; and though at 
times the young Chriſtian may find the love of 
Gon greatly abate, according to his feelings, ſo 
that, he cannot rejoice as _ uſual, yet even 
Bold then 
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then it may be perceived; becauſe nothing in 
this world will repair the loſs to him; nothing 
Vill fill the vacancy ; his heart is ſtill breathing 
after God; and truth hath ſaid, that where: bis 
beart is there is bis treaſure, Matt. vi. 1 
Fifthly, he finds a real love to Gop's family 
more than to all earthly friends and relatives, 
however near by blood. A divine tie is by far 
ſtronger than all the ties of nature; and when 
this is the caſe with a poor ſoul, tis a plain 


reconciliation has taken place by the Spirit 
John brings it in as a proof of divine life 
know that te are paſſed from death unto fey "_ 
we love the brethren, 1 John iii. 14. . 
Sixthly, his ſonſhip- appears by the reverence 
and reſpect that he has for the word and worſhip 
of Gop. ' God's houſe is his Bethel; the pro- 
miſes are ſweet to him; bleſſed entertainment, 
and ſweet ſatisfaction, he often finds in them 
and as he finds life and comfort in the word, he 
may ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, This is my comfort in 
my affliiftion, for thy word bath quickened ne, Pſalm 
cxix. 50. It is common for an heir to love his 
inheritance, and ſo does the believer, West is an 
heir of promiſe, Heb. vi. 17. : 
Seventhly, if any part of God's wa goes 
againſt the weak believer, fo that it diſEovers his 
ſins, and wounds him in the tendereſt part, yet 
he will not flee from it; he comes to the glaſs 
that — his and ſeeks the very 
ſword 
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word that wounds him; while the falſe e 
ſhuns" the rays of truth, and ſkulks into the 
gloomy ſhades of darkneſs, as beſt ſuiting his 
3 they hate the light, nor will they come 
10 it, left their deeds ſhould be reproved : But be that 
oth the truth cometh to the light, that bis deeds might 
be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God, John 
iii. 21. This proves the believer to be a child of 
light, becauſe he loves it, comes to it, and ſeeks di- 
_  reſtion- from itz <0bile ye bave the light believe in 
#be light, that ye may be the children of light, John 
Xii, 36. and as they are children of light, ſo they 
are heirs ;z——beirs of God (who is light), and joint 
beirs with Jeſus _ ne! true uche), enen 
vii. 17. 
-  AHIMAAZ; Bleſſed Wie I have felen more 
or leſs the operation of all your ſcriptural crite- 
ions s and I ſee my ſonſhip as clear as the noon- 
day. But do give me a little account of the 
believers inheritance; for I am determined to 
keep your heart ſpringing, and your tongue going, 
if aſking queſtions. will do it. But before you 
begin to deſcribe the believers inheritance, be ſo 
kind as to ſhew me whether a ſoul thus juſtified, 
and adopted into the family of God, be for ever 
delivered from condemnation:— Have patience 
with me, my brother, for poſſibly I never may 
be favoured with ſuch an opportunity again. 
_.. Cunt. As ſoon as Prodigalis was cleanſed, 
enrobed, and crowned, you know that both law 
| 9 * ere on his ſide. 'T he holy law, and 
; | | fin 
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** juſtice, ale thoſe: that che guilty 


inner is afraid of. As for Moſes, he was con- 


tent as ſoon as the Saviour put the robe on him ; 
and he muſt be ſo, or elſe contradict his own 
law :-—Therefore by. the deeds of the law there ſha} 
wo fleſp living be juſtiſed in God's fight y/ for by ibe 
law is the knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſe 
meſs of God without the law is manifeſted, being wits 
nefſed by the law and the prophets; even the righte- 
 Ouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriff, 
unto all and upon all them that believe, Rom. iii. 20, 
21, 22. Thus you ſee this righteouſneſs is wits 
neſſed by the law itſelf, and from the mouth even 
of ' Moſes z for CxrisT is the end f the law fot 
righteouſneſs 10 every one that believeth © For Moſes 
deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which is of. the law, that 
the. man which doeth theſe tbings ſball live by them. 
But ibe righteouſneſs which is of faith [Moſes] 
Jpeaketh on this wiſe : Say not in thine heart, Who 
Hall aſcend into heaven? that is, io bring Chriſt 
down from above; or, Who: ſhall deſcend into the 
deep? that is, to bring Chriſt again from the dead: 
But what ſaith is; The word is nigh. thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy. beart 4 that is, tbe word of 
faith which we preach; that if thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in 
thine. heart | that God. bath raiſed bim from the dead, 
thou Halt be ſaved. For with the beart man believeth 
unto_righteouſneſs, and with the mouth - confeſſion is 
made unto ſalvation. For the ſcripture. ſaith, who- 
ſeever vat ow him fall iI ae Rom. x 
21 I. | | 
* | M : 1 
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Thus Moſes preached up an imputed righte» 
1 ſpeaks of the faith of it, and of the 
conſeſſion of it, and bears witneſs to it; and if 
he diſapptoves of the righteouſneſs of faith, he 
is againſt his own teſtimony, and is no longer 
worthy the name of a faithful ſervant, becauſe 


—— 


he finds fault of his Loxp and maſter's. righte· 
duſneſs ; but that be far from Moſes, for is tbe 
E 07G _ 
Hi: .... 
. Moſes: himſelf vas not juſtized by bade 4 in 
the fight of God, no more than we are; hence 
he is een among the believers. - We all 
know that Moſes killed the Egyptian, and that 
was enough to condemn him for ever by his own 
law ; he had no other ſhelter from the avenging 
ſword of juſtice than the blood of CHRIST 
Through faith [Moſes] kept the paſſover, and the 
forinkling of blood, left be that deftroyed the firſt-born 
ſhould touch them, Heb. xi. 28. By faith [Moſes] 
refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharoab's daughter ; 
 chufing rather to ſuffer affliion - with the people. of 
Gad, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for. a ftafon, 
Heb, xi. 24, 25. for be bad reſpett unto the recom- 
pence of reward, ver. 26. what reward was that? 


why the reward promiſed to Abraham—it could 
be no other. And did Moſes expect that reward 
by works? No, for if the inheritance be of | the law, 

it is no more Dane: buf Gop gave it to Araban 
_ by promiſe, Gal. iii. 18. For the promiſe that Abra- 
ham ſhould be #be beir of the world; was not 1% bim 


44 
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er to bit ſeed - through the lam, But through tht 
righteouſneſs of faith. For if they which ure of 
the law be heirs, faith is made void, aui the' promi ſe 
made of none effect; becauſe the lato Worketh"wrath. 
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by gract: 
10 the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, 
Rom. iv. 13— 16. | 
Thus you ſee we have Wunde mitt t to wing ch 
Mloͤyſes himſelf on our fide of the queſtion; and 
we have done right; for it was not the legal DP, 
works of Moſes that Gop commends, but his 
faith Moſes is faithful in my houſe. And it was 
to the comfort of Moſes, as well as to us, that 
the Lox b proclaimed his name before him 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long ſuf- 
fering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, Keeping 
mercy. for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſ- 
grefſion,. and fin, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
The way that Moſes found acceſs to Gop, was 
by faith in a Mediator; and to free grace re- 
vealed: he found acceſs ;—* And the Loxpſaid 
« unto Moſes, I will do this thing alſo that thou 
& haſt ſpoken : For thou haſt found grace in my 
| © fight, and I know thee by name, Exod. xxxiit» 
17. Moſes is a ſworn enemy to /elf-righteouſneſs, 
and preaches it down as much as CHRIST (his 
| maſter) did in his days; and ſhews plainly that 
there is no entering into reſt by that, nor for thats 
—* Speak not thou in-thine heart here he con- 
« .demns the thought of it] after that the Lozn 
cc thy Gop hath caſt them out from before thee, 
„ 4  faying, For my righteouſneſs the Loxp hath 
| oy - RoW brought 


(4164+ 9 


«©. brouglit me in to poſſeſs this land,” Deut. ix. 
4. Again, Not for thy righteouſneſs, or 
sc for; the uprightneſs of thine heart, doſt thou 
go to poſſeſs their land, ver. 5. And again, 
« Underſtand therefore, that the Loxp thy Gop 

« giveth thee not this good land to poſſeſs it for 
« thy righteouſneſs ; for thou art a ſtiff-necked 
« people,“ ver. 6. If the thought of meriting 
an earthly inheritance be condemned, what ſhall 
we ſay of them who not only think, but 'boaſt of 


meriting an eternal. inheritance by their own 
en 


AmHAAZ. Gob bleſs 48. * WPEY . 
haſt cleared that point up to my ſatis faction. I ſee 
clearly that the righteouſneſs of CHRIS is that in 
which all che elect ſtand juſtified before Gop; it is 
witneſſed both by the law and the prophets; and 
as for the goſpel, that reveals no other: I am not 
aſfamed of the goſpel of Cars, for therein is the 
. righteouſneſs of Gop revealed, Rom. i. 17. And find- 
ing Moſes himſelf juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
faith is a very comfortable thought to me. I ſee 
clearly that the law can never find fault with the 
Saviour*s righteouſnefs, which is upon every be- 
ever; nor can it demand a better, nor condemn 
or curfe the man that has laid hold of it; for, as 
the ſcriptures ſay, be that believeth is juſtified freely 
from all things. O how fafe is the poor ſinner 
under this robe! Zleſſed is ihe man whoſe iniquity is 
forgiven, hoſe fin is covered. Yea the Saviour 
himfelf i e * that Leng, of Ly Paſſed | 
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form death unto life, and ſhall never come into con- 
demnation; and Paul ſpeaks the ſame thing tbere 


in no condemnation to them that are in S J asus, 
Rom. vni. 1. | 


Thus I ſee that a foul ſtands. joſt in 4 
ordſeiite of Gov, and in the light of the Jaw, 
by faith in an imputed righteouſneſs; which Paul 
calls the obedience of the Saviour; Even ſo by 
the "obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous, | 
Rom. v. 19. yea, all the elect, for in bim fhall all 
the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſpall glory, Iſa. xlv. 
25. And we are for ever juſtified in the eye 
of Juſtice by faith in the Redeemer's blood; and 
conſequently juſtice can never demand of the 
believer the penal ſum, which is eternal death: 
Surely. Gob hath | commended. bis love towards us 
in that, "while we were yet finners,' Chriſt died for 16. 
Much more then, being now juſtified by his blood, we. 
Hall be ſaved from wrath through bim, Rom. v. 8, 9. 
Thus 1 ſee I ſtand juſt. before the law, by faith in 
the Saviour's. obedience; and juſt i in the ſeven- 
fold eye of juſtice, by faith in the Saviour's 
blood; and, if ſo, I am juſtified freely from all 
things, from which I could not be juſtified by the la 
of Moſes, Acts xiil. 39. But I have heard people, 
and even divines, ſay, that our fins will appear 
at the day of judgment, though we are pardoned; 
1 wiſh you would rectify this matter. I am to you 
as the queen of Sheba was to Solomon —I come 
to prove your wide with bard n 1 Ho 85 
*. I. : 
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Cant. For my part, T hope ever to go by 
what Gop ſays in his word, not by what men 
ſay ; Gop ſays of every believer, that be it com- 
plete in CnzisT the bead, Col. ii. 10. And that 
be will not impute their treſpaſſes unto them, 2 Cor. v. 
19. That be will caſt all ibeir fins into the ſea, 
Micah vii, 19. That be will remember them na 


more, Jer. xxxi. 34. That be ſees no fin in Facob, 


* 


nor perverſentſs i in Iſrael, Numb. xxiii. 21. And 
again, in thoſe days, and in that time, ſaith 4 
Long, the iniquity of Iſrael ſball be ſought for, and 
hene all be none; and the fins of Judab, and they 
hall not be found: for I will pardon them whom 7 
reſerve, Jer, 1. 20. If I was to owe a man fifty 
pounds, and a ſurety ſtepped forth and paid the 
ſum; is not that debt cancelled ? Is not the book | 
diſcharged ? And have I not got the bill and 
receipt in full of all demands in my pocket? And 
would it not be an unkind, and an unjuſt act in 
ſuch à creditor to be perpetually producing 
that old debt to my view, in the preſence of 
all company, would it not be contemptuous? 
And what credit could ſuch an one get by ſuch an 
action ? Would not the book itſelf, being diſ- 
chatged, condemn his folly? And who but a 
novice would charge the Judge of all the earth 
with this? Gop bleſſes every poor ſinner that 


believes in his dear Son. Juſtice ſays, I am faith- 


ful and juſt to forgive your fin, yo to cleanſe you from 


all  unrighteouſueſs.—Moſes - content, —And 
Crr1sT ſays, thou art all fair, tre is no ſpot in thee 
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\Aminaaz. But ſome ſay, it will be done to 
magnify the grace of Gon, and to ſhow how 
grace hath pardoned the greateſt AH 
- Cosnr. Juſtice does not demand this, nor re- 
quite: it in all the Bible; - beſides, it would admit 
of that which Gop excludes; it would have the 
appearance of upbraiding, which the word of 

Go admits not, Gop enz 1 and nn 
v James i. 5. CA 
--As- jultige does not require 15 and as vp⸗ 
braiding is excluded, it can only be done to 
gratify devils and ſinners, which Gop will never 
do. I read, that the myſtery of iniquity is to be 
revealed to the righteous, but I never read that the 
_ myſteries of grace are tobe revealed to the damned, 
The manifold. wiſdom of Gop is 10 be made bh 
the church to frincipalities and powers in heaventy 
places, Eph. iii. 10. but to no other. A purged 
conſcience, the law of Gop written in the heart, | 
and the teſtimony of God's Spirit, is a receipt in 
full of all the above-mentioned demands. And 
the poor ſinner, who has long laboured under a 
ſight and ſenſe of his- ſins, frequently finds, that 
after Gop has removed his tranſgreſſions from his 
| fight, and . purged his conſcience, 'that himſelf, 
even in a fit of unbelief, is not able ſo. much as 
to bring his ſins freſh to his remembrance again; 
they are blotted out as @ cloud, they are buried, nor 
can the devil or unbelief raiſe them up and bring 
them to life again. Not a ſingle fin ſhall appear 
againlt. the poor believer in the Judgment day ; 
M4 he 


( 168. } 


he ſhall riſe in his Saviour's image, He Hall be 
like bim, for be ſpall ſee him as he ts, 1 John iii. 2. 
He ſhall have boldneſs in be day of judgment, x John 
iv. 19. He ſpall be preſented holy and unblameable, 
and unreproveable in God's fight, Col, i, 22. he h 
_ riſe firſt, and appear in the Saviour's likeneſs, 
before the wicked be raiſed at all, 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 
 AniMaaz. I am coming again with another 
knot; for I am determined to bring every puz- 
zling experience, and every puzzling providence 
forth; not a. perplexing ſcripture, not an entan- 
glement in my judgment, will I leave unriddled, 

if Gon will enable me to bring them forth, . | 
you to explain them. But 1 dare ſay I ſhall 
think of twenty things after you are gone, that 
I ſhall now forget. But to the matter in hand 5 
you know that Paul ſays we muſt all appear be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Cazisr ; For we 
« ſhall all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of 
e CERIST. For it is written, As I live, faith the 
« Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 
* tongue ſhall confeſs to Gop. So then every 
te one of us ſhall give account of himſelf to Gop,” 
Rom. xiv. 10, 11, 12. And again, For we 


* muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat _ -- 


ns Cunisr, that every one may receive the things 
« done in his body, according to that he hath 
«« done, whether it be good or bad,” 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Here firſt Pau] declares that we muſt all appear 
before the zudgment ſeat ;. ſecondly, every knee 
muſt bow, and eyery tongue confeſs to Gov; 


2 
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thirdly, every one muſt give an account of him- 
{elf to God; and laſtly, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, whether good 


or bad. Be as plain as poſſible on the ſubject; 


for if you leave but a vacancy as big as a button 


hole, unbelief will creep in, and | drags a thou» 
| ſand doubts at her heels. 


437 


Cusnr. Obſerve firſt the diteRion Fan — 


the lawgiver to the Judge, „If there be a con- 
« troverſy between men, and they come unto: 
* judgment, that the judges. may judge them; 
ec then they ſhall juſtify the righteous, and con- 
c demn the wicked, Deut. xxv. 1. And again, 
et If a man treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and 
e an oath. be laid upon him to cauſe him to 


«« ſwear, and the oath come before thine altar in 


| . this houſe; then hear thou in heaven, and do, 
<« and judge thy ſervants, condemning the: 
« wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and 

&« juſtifying. the righteous, to give him according 
< to his righteouſneſs, 1 Kings viii. 31, 32. Here 
you. have the unalterable and eternal rule of. 
Judgment, In this rule you find two ſentences, 


and-no more—juſtification and condemnation thou 5 


| ſhalt condemn. the wicked—thou ſhalt uff ab 
 rightequs. Now the effects or conſequences , of 
theſe two ſentences are two alſo, a bleſſing, and 2 

curſe, the law reveals no more, Deut. 28. read 
0 the whole chapter; the bleſſings are to thoſe 
that heark en to the voice of the Logo in the 


| _—_ and the; curſes are. to the legal ſelfs. T 


6 | righteous 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( 25o J 
righteous tribe, that truſt in their obedi ence to | 
the law, to which they adhere for life, becauſe 


+ they cannot fulfil the whole of it; Ar mary as are 


of "the" works of the law are under the curſe, Gal. 


ni. 10. and, on the other hand, I have proved 
the believer to be under the bleſſing; /o then they 


which be of faith, are with nnn * 


Sal. iii. 9. 


I have already Aung that the believer is i 
tified, conſequently under the ſentence of juſti- 


' fication ; and the glorious effect of this is, that 


be is bleſſed; yea, he is bleſſed both by the law 
and the goſpel; Gov: the Father bleſſes him; Ki/s 
the Con left be be angry; bleſſed are all they that put 
thtir truſt in bim, Pſalm ii. 12. He is bleſſed alſo 
of Go the Saviour; — Becauſe thou baſt ſeen me, 
Thomas, thou baſs believed; bleſſed are they that have 
not ſeen, and yet bave believed, John xx. 29. 
This bleſſing is likewiſe pronounced by the Holy 
Ghoſt;—Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord; 


| yea, ſaith the Spirit, for they reft from their labours, 


and their works do follow them, Rev. xiv. 13. This 
being the real caſe, the ſentence of juſtification, . 


and the bleſſing annexed to ity en the believer 


9 where he will. 


Having ſhewed you the rule of e 15 
ſentence and the bleffing, I come now to ſpeak 
of the judgment ſear. I have already proved, 
by the trial of Prodigalis, that the ele& are 
arraigned and tried before the judgment ſeat in 
this _ the Tight of Gop ſhines: upon 
3 them: 


to) 
them: that the commandment comes $ with power: 
that ſin revives, and the ſinner feeling the ſen- 
' tence thereof dies: that law, conſcience, and 
Satan accuſe him; and that by faith he is juſti- 
fied, and paſſes from the ſentence of death to 
ſpiritual life by faith in the Son of Gop; as it is 
written, I am the reſurrection and the life ; be that 
believeth in me, though be were dead yet ſhall he live; 
and he that liveth and believeth ſhall never die, John 
xi. 25, 26. Thus you ſee the ele& ſoul is ar- 
raigned and acquitted in this world by a an act of 
WY _ mp 
BY - Secondly; tory time he ſins wk his Father 
. Redeemer, having the law of Gop and the 
rule of judgment written on his heart, he arraigns 
himſelf; this is his privilege, which if he ne- 
glects Gop does it: F we would judge ourſelves, 
we ſhould not be judged; but when we are chaſtened 
we are judged of the Lon b, that we ſhould 1 be 
condemned with the world, 1 Cor. xi. 315 32. e 


Thirdly, The believing ſoul may appear be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Carisr as ſoon as it is 
| ſevered from the body; for the ſpirit returns 4% 
Gov that gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. But ſuppoſing 
this be the caſe, the believing ſoul can receive 
nothing but the ſentence of Juſtification, and the 
bleſſing annexed to it ; Bleſſed are the dead that die 
in the Logp: but this is all ſuppoſition; for the 
Bible is ſilent about it to the beſt of my remem- 
brance. It is ſaid of Lazarus, that he was carried 
by 1 * argels into Abraham's _ Luke xvi, 22. 
and 


fn} 


and of the thief, that he ſhould be that day with 
the Logo. in paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. But there 
is nothing ſaid of a trial between death and eternal 
glory. Yet doubtleſs the Saviour will preſent 
every believing ſoul before his Father at their 
arrival in heaven; but if he does, it will be 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or . any fuch thing: and if 
ſo, it can be only to receive the Father's bleſ- 
ſing ; which will be no worſe than that which 

the poor ſoul met with on his repentance; 
namely, the Father fell on bis neck and kiſſed bim 
and rejoiced over bim with finging. 


Fourthly, If we are all to appear before the 
judgment ſeat of ChRIsT in the great day, as 
the apoſtle intimates, it will be only to be ex- 
alted to the right hand of the Lozxp : And be ſhall 
ſet the ſheep on his right hand, and the goats on the 
left, Matt. xxv. 33. And whatever account a 
believer is to give of himſelf to God, I believe 
the Saviour, as his only Advocate, will inſtruct 
him in it: The meek will be guide in judgment, and 
the meek will be teach his way, Pſalm -xxv. 9. 
And the chief account that he will have to give 
at that day will be an account of his unworthi- 
neſs, and to wonder at the grace of his incom- 
parable Lord: Then ſball the King ſay unto them on 
bis right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father [mark 
the bleſſing. here], inberit tbe kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world, Matt. xxv. 
34- Now mind the Saviour's proceſs, For I was 
2 bungred, and ye gave me meat: thirty, and ye 
| . 
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gave me drink; I was a ftranger, and ye tool me in ; 
naked, and ye clothed me; I was ſick, and ye viſited 
me; I was in priſon, and ye came unto me, Matt. 
xxv. 35, 36. Now comes the account that the 
ſaints give of themſelves to Gop, which conſiſts 
of a public renunciation of all uſefulneſs to God, 
and of all dependance on merit: Then ſhall the 
RIGHTEOUS (mind the appellation] anſwer bim, 
ſaying, LorD, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and 
fed thee ? or thirſly, and gave thee drink? when ſaw 
we thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee ? or when ſaw we thee ſick, or in priſon, 
and came unto thee ? Matt. xxv. 37, 38, 39. Thus 
the Loxo juſtifies the righteous, Mind, he calls 
them righteous, which they could never be but 
by faith; for be that believes not is condemned al- 
ready. Nor need we wonder at the Loxp's putting 
encomiums on their works, for it was himſelf 
that worked in them both to will and to do of bis 
oton good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. The Lord had 
wrought all their works in them, Iſa. xxvi. 12. and 
he takes ſpecial notice of, and puts great enco- 
miums upon them. But the righteous place no 
confidence in them, but renounce them, with an 
humble confeſſion of their unworthineſs: And 
they were juſtified when they | ſpoke, and cleared when 
they thus judged [of themſelves}, Pſalm v. 4. 
Thus you ſce, inſtead of the fins of the juſt being 
expoſed, he brings forth every work of righte- 
ouſneſs ; every fruit of faith and labour of love. 


— 


Thus 


t 


Thus I have anſwered three things in your 
queſtion. And I ſuppoſe Satan has been tempt- 
ing thee to think that thou ſhalt be covered with 
ſhame and confuſion; either at death or at thy en- 
trance into heaven; or at the great and terrible 
day; and his temptations have driven thee to 
make this earneſt enquiry; which is eaſily an- 
ſwered: for if there be in the word of Gon 
any thing relating to your enquiry which ! have 
not brought forth, this text is ſufficient to anſwer 
it, either at an hour of death or at the day of 
judgment: But Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lorp 
with an everlaſting ſalvation ; ye ſhall not be aſhamed 
ner confounded world without end, Ila. xlv. 17. 

The laſt part of your queſtion is, What is 
meant by every man receiving according to the works 
done in_the body, whether good or bad? Here are 
two ſorts of works, good and bad; which Paul 
calls zbe fruits of the Spixir, and the works of the 
fleſh. The fruit of the Spmir is love, joy, peace, 
long: ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
temperance ; againſs ſuch there is no law, Gal. v. 
22, 23. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, 
which are theſe, Adultery, fornication, laſerviouſneſs, 
idolatry, witchcraft, batred, variance, emulations, 


wreath, ftrife, ſeditions, berefies, &c. &c. they that 
do ſuch things ſhall not inberit the AOL 1 Ge 
Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 

2 hus you ſee. the NS is divided into two 
claſſes—/beep and goets: and there are two ſorts 
of 8 of the fleſh and thoſe of the 
l SPIRIT ; 
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Spiarr: ſo. likewiſe there are two covenantwn 
one of grace, and the other of works: ſo alſo 
there are two ſentences—that of juſtification, and 
that of condemnation. The effect of juſtification 
is the bleſſing of Go; and the effect of con- 
demnation is the eternal curſe of God. A bleſs 
fing and a curſe will cloſe the ſcene in the great 
day. and finally conclude the HEAT of 9 
Rev. x. 7 

As a juſt Gop and a Sava the judge will 
appear, and both claſſes will be judged according 
to their works: thofe that ſow to the fleſh ſball of the 
fleſh rtap corruption; and they that ſow to the Spirit 
ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 8. 
Thus every man ſhall receive according to the things 
done in the body; according to that be bath done, 
ꝛobet her good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. If he be a be- 
liever, he is lefſed with faithful Abrabam ; if he be 
a hoping ſoul, he ſhall not be aſhamed of his bope, 
but ſhall enjoy his expected inheritance, after big 
patience is tried in looking for that bleſſed bope. and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our * 
viour IxSsUVS CnRISsT, Titus ii. 13. 


01 how thankful ought a ſoul to be at cok 
thounle of the bleſſed Loxp's appearing to give | 
a reward to his ſervants the prophets, and to all that 
Fear bis name, ſmall and great, Rev. xi. 18. While 
on the other hand, he that dies in the fleſh is 
not one of the children of Gop; for he dies in 
his ſin, not in the Saviour, and dying in unbe- 
lief, he cannot enter the kingdom of Gop, For 


b 
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my part, I know of no other ſorts of fruits. of 
works but theſe two; and all the human race 
are bringing forth one or the other, according to 
the ſtate they are in, and the covenant they are 
vnder : nor is there 800 middle ſtate berween 
them. 3 

| AHIMAAZ. For my 888 I am ſatisfied. Bleſs 
the Loxd, O my ſoul! and all that is within me 
bleſs his boly name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul! 
| and forget not all bis benefits: who forgiveth all 
| thine iniguities; who healeth all thy diſeaſes; who 
redeemeth thy life from deſtrufion; who crowneth 
ber with loving kindneſs and tender mercies, Pſalm 
ciii. 1, 2, 3, 4+ Pray now go on with the de- 
n of the bleſſed inheritance. 

Cusn. That is more than man or angel can 
Fo: but the book of Gop mentions it: Gop the 
Father hath promiſed to be our Gop : At that time, 
faith the Lorxp, will I be the Gop of all the families 
of Hrael, and they ſhall be my people, Jer. xxxi. 1. 
This implies that Gop will be the portion of his 
people. Fear not, Abraham, I am thy ſhield and 
thy exceeding great reward, Gen. xv. 1. Thus the 
Loxp-is the portion of bis people, and Jacob is the lot 
of hit inberitance, Deut. xxxii. 9. This glorious 
portion is to be known, and to be enjoyed by 
every believer at laſt. For he is, as the Scrip- 
tures witneſs, an heir of God, and a Joint pans 
CursT, Rom, viii. 17. | 


The bleſſed Saviour is the belicver's: portion 
allo; Go ** the world that be gave his only 


begottep 
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begotten, Son, that whoſoever believeth on bim might 
not periſh but bave everlaſting life. And again, I 
will keep him, and give him for a covenant of the 
people, Iſa. xlii. 6. The fight of this made Paul 
count all things but dung that he might in CarisT, 
Phil. iii. 8. whom he ſtyles our life, Col. iii. 4. 

The Holy Ghoſt alſo is the portion of a believer; 
and an earneſt in his heart of all that he has in 
hope: I will ſend you the promiſe of the Father. 
And again; 1 will pray the Father, and be ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever, John xiv, 16, 


Thus Gop; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
are the believer's everlaſting portion; and ſo he 
will find it in the end, when he comes to be filled 
_ with all the fulneſs of God. The whole of which 
is cquched in theſe words: That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us. And the glory which thou 
gaveſt me I have given them, that they may be one 
even as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfeft in one, John xvii. 21, 
22, 23. Thus much for the portion, 2 
But a dwelling-place is likewiſe included in 
ſcripture, as well as the enjoyment of Gop; for 
the inheritance of the ſaints conſiſts of a place as 
well as a gloriqus ſtate: Igo to prepare a place for 
vou; and if I go and prepare @ place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myſelf, that where I 
am there ye may be alſo, John xiv. 2, 3. Ve, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, TI heavens and 4 
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new earth, wherein dwelleth righteonſmeſs, 2 Faun 
ni A 3. 


Anmaaz. This is an \ inheritance indeed ! and 
bleſſed be Gob, it is in a meaſure enjoyed in this 
life; for when Gob ſheds abroad his love in our 
hearts, upon our receiving the atonement, rhe 
Holy Ghoſt fills us with joy and peace in believ- 
ing; and we feel union and fellowſbip with the 
Father and the Son, 1 John i. 3. and enjoy the 
communications of the Holy Ghoſt. ' And I be- 
lieve this is what Paul means when he ſays, T be 
grace of the Lox b IJxsus CRT, and: the love of 
Gop, and the communion of the Hoy Gnosr be 
with you all. Amen. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

Cus kt. It is Paul's meaning: and thus the 
bleſſed Trinity is experimentally and ſavingly 
known by every real believer in this world. The 
above inheritance is the inheritance promiſed to 


| Abraham; Iſaac, and Jacob. —I an by ſhield, 


and thy exceeding great reward. And it is ſaid that 
they ſought a country better than that which they 
left, namely an heavenly one, Heb. xi. 16. 
AHINMAAZ. But pray, how is this inheritance 
ſecured to the heirs thereof? ' becauſe ſome. peo- 
ple ſay that an heir of it may fall from grace 
be diſinherited—and have bis portion is the late 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone ; and if fo, it 
had been better ou N at __ had never been 
made heirs; , 
Cusn. Men who talk at dür rate do not n 
in the ie grace of Gop; 15 you read their writings, 


you 


T3 
vou will find that all their contention. is for 
fleſhly works, and in works they truſt. And 


though the word grace be often brought in, yet 
it is only done as a deception to entangle others; 


hence ſuch are ſaid in ſcripture to weave the 


Jpider's web that is, as the ſpider eatcheth her 


prey in her web, ſo theſe interweave the word 


grace to catch ſouls for Satan in the net of works. 


And as many a fly ſettles on the web to reſt till 
it be devouted, ſo many ſouls ſettle: on the Ar- 


 mintjan web of grace and works, till they are 
entangled in the curſe of Gob and jaws of the 
devil. Such truſt in themſelves, not in Gos: 


and in their own dead works they place their 
hopes, inſtead of grace. But the inheritance is 
noꝶ promiſed to our works, nor ſecured by them: 
Forggf the inheritance be of the law it is no more of 
promiſe; but God gave it 10 Abraham by promiſe, 
Gal. iii. 18. If it wete to be obtained by the 
works of the law it would be very uncertain ; 
man might perform his part, and he might not: 
and if he did not perform the conditions, what- 
ever ſuch conditions might be, then Infinite Wiſ- 
dom might be fruſtrated in his grand deſigns: 
therefore God has ſecured jt in a way that the end 


js ſore to be accompliſhed; which will plainly 


appear, if you conſider the following negative 
and poſitive : For if they which are of the law bs 
htirs, faith is made void, and the promiſe made of 
none * 3 becauſe the law worketh wwrath z for 


N 2 þ where 
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where no law is there is no tranſgreſion, Rom. iv. 
15. gf 34 
If the law worketh wrath—as it certainly does, 
becauſe it reveals Gop's wrath againſt fin, and 
ſtirs up fin againſt Gop; therefore the everlaſt- 
ing inheritance cannot be obtained by works, nor 
can it be ſecured by the revelation of wrath: ſo 
far from it, that the ſtiffeſt legaliſt is the greateſt 
enemy to Gop, and the fartheſt from the king- 
dom of Gop. The inheritance therefore is of faith 
[which is Gop's gift], zhat it might be [beſtowed] 
by grace [not earned by works], to the end the pro- 
miſe might [not miſcarry, but] be fare to all the 
ſeed, Rom. iv. 16. b 

Thus you ſee it is 2 bleſſing given us in 
Canis - promiſed to faith—ſecured by grace — 
and inſured to all the choſen ſeed. Thoſe per- 
ſons that you ſpeak of truſt altogether in their 
own works, and bring in the word grace as a trap 
to entangle others in the works of the law: and 
when their fleſhly works deceive and throw them 
down, as they did Peter, then they cry out, ſuch 
an one is fallen from grace : whereas ſuch always 
fight againſt, grace. Thus the painted ſepulchre 
wears the garland—while he js permitred to de- 
ceive, and grace bears the ſcandal; when Goo 
fulfils his promiſe, The prating feel Wall fall, Prov. 
x. 8. 


AniMaaz. But there are many of theſe people 
who talk much of * convictions and law ter- 
| | rors z 
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rors; and you know that Paul ſays, it is experi- 
ente that worketh hope. 
Cusn. The experience of pardon, peace, 
and reconciliation through Cnnisr, and of re- 
generation by the Holy Ghoſt, worketh hope, 
but no other: the devils have experienced as 
many legal convictions, law terrors, motions 
of pride, workings of error, and as much deſpe- 
rate rebellion, as all the human race toge- 
ther, and yet are as far from hope as enmity 
and eternity can ſet them. But the elect are pre- 
deſtinated: In whom. alſo we have obtained an inhe< 
ritance, being predeſtinated according to the purpoſe 
of him who worketh all things after the counſel of his 
oton will, Eph. i. 11. Hence they are ſaid to 
have their names infolled in the book of life; 
and the book is ſigned by three immutable wit- 
neſſes, and each witneſs has his name recorded 
in it, as appears by the Bible, and the Bible is a 
copy of the eternal counſel. There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 1 John v. 7. 
This book is ſealed with ſeven ſeals, Rev.v. 1. 
and delivered to the dear Redeemer, as God the 
Father's will ; which will was to be obeyed by 
the Saviour, and made known to the choſen 
heirs. The conditions of it, ſuch as magnifying 

the law, and ſatisfying divine juſtice, were to be 
punctually performed, and the Father's plan fully 
executed by the Loxp CarisT; and fo the inhe- 
ritance was to be handed down to us by the Fa- 
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ther's will, and the Son's teſtament; of which 
will Caz1isT is the Teſtator, the Executor, and 
the Mediator. And for this cauſe be is the Media- 
tor of the new teſtament, that by means of [his] 
death, for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions that 
were [committed] under the firſt teſtament [ar law], 
| they which are called might receive the promiſe f 
eternal inheritance : for where a teſtament is, there 
muſt alſo of neceſſity be the death of the teſtator, Heb. 
ix. 15, 16. Our bleſſed Loxp ſhewed this 
when he inftitured the Loro's ſupper; which 
prefigured the death of himſelf as the Teſtator, 
and the benefits of the teſtament, flowing to the 
innumerable multitude of choſen heirs. For this 
a opt the new teſtament, which is ſhed for 

many for the remiſſion of fins, Matt. xxvi. 28. 


5 If this be the caſe, pray what be⸗ 
came of the elect that went out of the world be- 
fore the death of CHRIST? How could the eter- 
nal inheritance be conveyed to them? For the 
apoſtle ſays, that a teſtament is of force after men 
are dead; otherwiſe it is of no N at all while 
the teſtator liveth, Heb. ix. 17. 


- Cusmr. When the Saviour devoid the Fa- 
ther's will, and his own teſtament to Adam, 
ſaying, The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the fer- 
penis bead, and the ſerpent ſhall bruiſe the Saviour's 
heel, his death was implied in the promiſe, and 
clearly ſhewn by the ſacrifice: and when Aber 
embraced the ſame promiſe by faith, his lamb 
* the Lonp's death; hence CHRIST is 
: | ſaid 
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ſaid to die in the type; and is therefore called 
the Lamb flgin from the foundation of the world, 
Rev. xiii, i 3. 80 that the teſtament was of 
ſtrength, as ſoon as the firſt promiſe was confirmed 
by a ſacrifice, And by thoſe legal ſacrifices as 
the geſpel preached to the children of Iſrael, Heb. iv. 
1, 2, 3. and thoſe that rejected it, and truſted in 
the moral law, died in unbeliet, and came ſhort 
of the inheritance ; but thoſe who mixed faith 
with the word received the benefits of the teſta- 
ment; zhey eat the. ſpiritual meat, and drank the 
ſpiritual drink; they drank of the rock that. followed 
them, and that rock was ChRIST, 1 Cor. x. 4. 
Moſes was very particular in pointing the 
Iſraelites to this bleſſed Teſtator and teſtament: 
for the tabernacle, which prefigured the church, 
the books likewiſe, and the people, were all 
ſprinkled, to ſhew that the church muſt be 
waſhed in the blood of the antetype; and that the 
teſtament muſt be confirmed by the blood of 
Canisr,' was ſhewed by ſprinkling the books; 
and that ſinners hearts muſt be ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, was ſhewed by ſprinkling the 
people. For when Moſes had ſpoken every 
© precept to the people, according to the law (he 
Wh pointed them to the blood of CurisrT), he 
ce took 7 blood of calves, and of goats, with 
«« water and ſcarlet wool and hyſſop, and 
te ſprinkled both the books and all the peo- 
6c ple, ſaying, This is the blood of the teſtament 
te which Gop hath jnjoined unto you. More- 
. | N 4 e 
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ce over, he ſprinkled likewiſe with blood both the 
« tabernacle and all the veſſels of the miniſtry. 
« And almoſt all things are by the law purged 
tc with blood: and all this to let the ſinner 
know, that without ſhedding of blood is no re- 
*« miſſion. It was therefore neceſſary that the 
« patterns of things in the heavens ſhould be pu- 
« rified with theſe, but the heavenly things 
« themſelves with better ſacrifices than theſe ;” 
(and what ſacrifices could they be but the body, 
blood, and foul of the Son of Goo?) Heb. ix. 
19—23. 
AniMaaz. I am fully ſatisfied ah the ac- 
count, and have a moſt comfortable view of the 


eternal inheritance: and bleſſed be Gop, I have 


had many fweet foretaſtes of it; but Satan and 
my own uabelieving heart have often robbed me 
of my peace and comfort; and indeed at times 1 
have been ſorely tempted to believe that I had 
neither Part or lot in the matter. I ſee the teſta- 
ment is well confirmed, and the inheritance 
| richly ſecured, being witneſſed by the eternal 
Three - ratified by the ſeven- fold feal of heaven 
and enjoined to us, with all its ſaving benefits, 
by the blood of the Son of Gop. And I am 
- folly. perſuaded, that as the covenant is con- 
firmed, no man diſannulleth or addeth thereto, Gal. 
iii. 15; But I have often doubted of my right 

and title, and whether my evidences are real or 
not. | 


CusHl, 


tink —- 
Covsnt. The eternal inheritance is handed 
down to us in an unconditional promiſe; and as 
Gov is called a believer's portion, ſo a believer is 
called an beir of God ; and as the portion is held 
forth to us in a promiſe, ſo a believer is called an 
beir of promiſe, to whom the inheritance is con- 
firmed by -oath, Heb. vi. 17. And the teſta- 
ment alſo is called the covenant of premiſe * 


1 


That which gives a man a right and tide to it 
In the firſt place, is the free invitation and pro- 
miſe of God: © Whoſoever will, let him take 
ee the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 17, there 
is the invitation: and he that cometh to me I 
will in no wiſe caſt out,” John vi. 37. there is 
the promiſe to the coming heir. 7 


"Secondly, That which makes manifeſt our 
ſonſhip and heirſhip is the grace of faith; For 
te ye are all the children of Gop by faith in 
« CurrsT Jz8vs,” Gal. iii. 26. The appropri- 
ating act of faith is called a receiving the promiſes— + 
and a receiving Cnxisr Jesvs the Lonp, Col. ii. 
6. both are the ſame; for if we receive the pro- 
miſes, the Loxd is our portion, held forth in the 
promiſe; and when it is called a receiving tbe 
 Loxb, it is the ſame; © 1 _ the . reh are 
« in him yea and amen.” 2 rho 


Believing on the name of Carisr fo# life and 
ſalvation 5 called a receiving of bim: He came 
« to his own, but his own received bitt not; but 
Sto as * as did receive him, to them gave he 


ce power 


( 
te power Cor privilege] to become the ſons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name,” 
John i. 32. Thus you ſee, that the privilege of 
fonſhip and heirſhip is made manifeſt to us bh 
faith; and faith ventures upon a divine grant. 
Faith is likewiſe called a ſubſtance, and an evi- 
dence; Now faith is the ſubſtance of things 
% hoped for, and the evidence of things not 
« ſeen,” Heb. xi. 1. The things which a be» 
liever hopes ſor is the everlaſting enjoyment of 
his Gob in heaven; and as faith leads the mind 
to Cnntsr, diſcovers CnRisr, lays hold of 
Cnnisr, applies CurrsT, and gives ChRisr a 
dwelling in the heart by faith, Eph. iii. 17. it is 
called be ſubſtance of things boped for; and as the 
witneſs of Gop's Spirit always attends it, and as 
it impreſſes the mind with the ſtrongeſt perſua- 
ſion, and confirms and ratifies the truth of Gop 
to the believing ſoul, it is e Fah _—_ 7 


bing 1⁰ ſeen, ; ot 
To de ſhort; faith is a die e ene a 
humble confidence, a living fruit, an active 
grace, à diſcerning eye, an appropriating hand, 
and a moving foot. It is born of Gop; it is a 
divine ſubſtance, not a ſhadow; a living fruit 
of the Holy Ghoſt, not a barren aſſent; a com- 
fortable aſſurance of all promiſed good, and not a 
deceiving fancy :— The juſt live by it; they 
overcome the world by it: the ſaints conflicts 
are called Faith's 2 and their 5 are. 


T_T 5 * 


Faitk ach 
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Faith is ſuch a powerſul demonſtration to the 
believer's | conſcience, that if he were under a 
ſtrong temptation, and violently beſet with un- 
belief, he dare not deliberately lay his hand on 
bis heart, look his Maker in the face, and ſay 
he has neither part nor lot in his great falvation. 
Faith, as en evidence of things not ſeen," would 
gainſay every word of ſuch=s raſn declaration, 
bring him in culpable of falſehood; and . 
him retract every word, even in the court of 
conſcience; and & who againſt faith and conſci- 
_ «ence can be heard infallible (ſays Milton); yet B /z 
% many will preſume.” The Pſalmiſt ſaid in li a7 
Y heart all men are liars, but be that believes is nut 
make haſte, nor ſuch haſty concluſions, I/. xxviii. 
16. for faith comes in as a deliberate evidence ai 
the truth, and gainſays the whole of it, as may 
be ſeen in the Pfalmiſt, This is my inſirmi. 
— AniMaaz. But if Gop's grant give me a 
right, and if faith ſecures the inheritance to me:; 
as the ſcriptures that you have quoted plainly 
prove, for they ſay that Cod gave it io Arabam by 
promiſe; and if they that are of the law be heir, 
faith is made void, and the promiſe of none ea 
and again, for as many as are of faith are bleſſed 
with faithful Abraham, this is plainly proved. 
But then, why is a man ſaid to obtain a'right'by 
doing? © Bleſſed are they that de his command 
« ments, that they may have right to the tree 
« of life; and may enter in n ee 
* into the city, Rey, xxii. 1144. 


— 2 3 Ce 


. 


Cusnt. Take heed that you never expound 
one ſcripture to contradict another; if you do, 
you will make a jargon of the ſweeteſt harmony, 
charge divine rectitude with inconſiſtency, and 
the Gop of order with confuſion ; Wiſdom ſays, 
My mouth fball ſpeak truth, and\wickedneſs is an abo- 
mination to my lips, All the words of my mouth are 
in righteouſneſs z there is nothing froward or perverſe 
in them. They are all plain to bim that underfandeth, 
and right to them that find knowledge, Prov. viii. 7, 
3, 9. Now to ſhew you the meaning of the 


above text, firſt I will grant it you in your own 


ſenſe, and ſee how the current of ſcripture will 
harmonize with your opinion. We will ſuppoſe 
that à man in a ſtate of nature never had com- 
mitted an actual tranſgreſſion; tho Gop declares 
that all bave finned,' yet, for argument ſake, we 
will add to that man abſtinence from ſin that 
he has obſerved every precept of the law exter- 
nally, and lived exactly to that rule; yet Gop 
bas concluded all men in unbelief, Rom. xi. 32. And 
what ſays Goo of his works—whbatſoever is not 
of faith is fin, Rom. xiv. 23. and again, without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. And 
what ſays the Judge himſelf of ſuch a man—be 
that believeth not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
What ſays God of his human righteouſneſ - ]˙˖ꝭ 
to them that cover with a covering, om not of -my 

| ſpirit, that they may add fin to fin, Ila. xxx. 4. 
The grand points of the law are two, that a 
man love Gop with all his * and his neigh- 
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. bour as himſelf ;—0n theſe two commandments lan 


all the law and tbe prophets. Thus you ſee all 
the law hangs on the hinge of love; but what 
ſays Gob of the natural man? why that the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God, that it is not ſub» 
 jeft to the law ef God, nor indeed can be. There- 
fore the Holy Ghoſt concludes, ** that if a man 
4 have all knowledge, and underſtands all myſ- 
i teries, and ſpeaks with the tongue of men and 
« angels; and if he give all his to feed 
ae the poor, and his body to be burned, and hath 
cc not charity, or love, it profiteth him nothing,” 
1 Cor. chap. 13. He is ſtill of the works of the 
law, and as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curſe ;—for by the deeds of the law ſball xo 
fleſh living be juſtified. Thus you ſee that your 
legal conſtruction upon that text runs foul of 
half the word of Gop. Is not this darkening 
counſel by words without knowledge ? Job xxxviii. 2. 
Will not Gop ſay of you, that ye have not ſpoken 
the thing that is right of me? Job xli.8,  _ 
Now let me ſhew you my opinion of t 
What is Gop's command concerning Cx 
his goſpel? The text, you know, mentions doing 
his commandments ; way he lays, «1 will raiſe 
« them up a prophet from among their brethren, 
te like unto thee [Moſes], and will put my words 
in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them 
8 all that I ſhall command him. And it ſhall 
«« come to paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken 
7 W my words which he ſhall ſpeak in my 
| « name, 
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e name, I will require it of him,“ Deut. xviil, 
18, 19. John brings this in, “ And this is his 
„ commandment, that we ſhould believe on the 
s name of his ſon JEsUs CnRis r, and love one 
ct another, as he gave us commandment,“ 1 Jobn 
iii. a3. Now, ſuppoſe Gop ſhould open the door 
of faith to @ man, Acts xiv. 27. and fulfil all the 
good pleaſure of bis goodneſs in bim, and the work of 
_ Faith with powwer, 2 Theſ. i. 11. infomuch that Gob 
ſhould purify bis heart by faith, Acts xv. g. would 
not the above commands be obeyed by ſoch a 
man? ſeeing be bath received grace (by Cuklisr) 
for obedience to the faith, Rom. j. 5. or, in other 
words, he hath been enabled to believe through 
grace; or, by Gop's gracious gift of faith, be! is 
enabled to believe and obey the geſpel. 
Auna Az. Certainly the above ce 
- are done, or obeyed by fuch a man; becauſe, as 
you ſay, he has received grace for obedience to the 
' Faith; and if the grace of Gop doth not produce 
- obedience to the doctrines of faith, what does? 
John ſays, This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith; but the world always over- 
comes an unbeliever, and ever will. It is faith 
that purifies the heart; and he that is deſtitute 
of this grace is filled with guilt, enmity, and 
errors, and therefore as far wg —_ s com- 
mandments as Satan himſelf. 
© Cosnr; Very true. Well, you find that an 
os . and the prophets hang on the hinge of 
ee bot no man by his natutal power can 
a es | reach 
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reach this hinge, becauſe the carnal mind is enmity; 
Now, ſuppoſe Gop ſhould fulfil this promiſe to a 
man, namely, circumciſe his heart to love the Lord 
God with all bis beart, and witb all bis ſoul, that be 
might live, Deut. xxx. 6. and enable a man to ſay, 
as John did, we love him becauſe be firſt loved us, 
and ſuch a man doth in his heart love both 
Gop and his neighbour—would not ſuch an one 
do the commandments, ſeeing the ſcriptures de- 
 clare, that Jave worketh no ill to bis neighbour, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law? And. what 
ſays Gop of the faith of that man? why, be that 
believes ſhall be ſaved; and what ſays the Holy 
Ghoſt of the love of him? why he ſays, be tbat 
loveth dwelleth in God and God dwelleth in bim. 
If this be the truth of the matter, does not 
ſuch a man do the commandments ? when Gop 
himſelf works in him both inclination and mation; 
or, to ſpeak in the dialect of ſcripture, it is God 
that wworks in bim both to will and to do of bis 
good Pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. And if it be Gop's 
work in him, what has ſuch a man to glory in 
but the grace of Gop? Faith is the gift of God; 
and the work of Gop; this is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom be hath ſent, John vi. 
29. It is real faith in Jzsvs Cuxisr, and pure 
love to Gop, that produces evangelical obedi- 
ence: as it is written, the grace of God ſeacbeib 
men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly laſt, and to live 
foberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world, Tit. ii. 
42, Therefore we may conclude, that whoſo- 
25 a ever 
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ever does not attribute his obedience to the 


grace of Gon, robs Gop of the glory of his own 


work; and he that aſcribes it to free - will ang 
human power, deifies himſelf, ; 5 
AnMaaz. I am ſweetly inſtructed, * 
abundantly ſatisfied, with your opinion of the 
text, it tallies ſo exactly with my own experi- 
ence;z/nor do I believe that all the advocates for 


free-will and ſelf-righteouſneſs upon earth could 


eraſe your evangelical ſentiments from my judg- 
ment. I evidently ſee that it is the faithful man 
to whom the great reward is' promiſed; and it 
is audacious pride in men to attribute that glory 
to fleſhly works which is due only to the Gop of 
grace:—the humble believer is preſerved, while 
the lofty work-monger meets with his juſt deſerts. 
Well might the Pſalmiſt ſay, O love the Lord all 
ye bis ſaints: for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, 
and plentifully rewardeth the proud deer, Plalm xxxi. 
23. It is clear to me that your doctrine wiſely 
ſecures the glory of our ſalvation to Gob, and 
affords comfort and eſtabliſhment to his adopted 
children; and, if I am not much miſtaken, the 
glory of God, and the ſalvation of his elect by 
Jesus CnrisT, was the ultimate end that Gon 
had in view when he created the world; and 
that end he {till aims at in his redeeming and 
reconciling ſinners to himſelf; yea, his govern- 
ment of the world, as well as his works of cre- 
ation and redemptfon, of providence and grace, 


Vas from the firſt the great and grand geſign pf 


12 the 
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the . 3 will be accompliſhed when 
Gov. diſplays tbe riches of bis grace in glory by 
Feſus Chriſt. Then it ſhall be known by the church, 
to the principalities and powers in beaventy — the 
manifold wiſdom of God, Eph. iii. 30. 1 

Cusn. Now you ſpeak like one of the true 
circumciſion, which worſhip Go in the Spirit, 
rejoice, in Cuxisr JEsvs, and place no confidence 
in the, fleſh. But in ſome things I think you 


ſavour ſo much of the old caſk, that you are, 


like Moab, ſettled on your lees, Jer, xlviii. 11. 


AnriMaaz. Though you are not a profeſſor of 


Greek or Hebrew, yet I find you are a very nice 
critic, in the language of Canaan, Iſa. xix. 18. 
Cusni. I have often heard of Gentlemen who 


have endeavoured to tear me to pieces for a 


breach of grammar, which is but-a breach of 
ſenſe and ſounds at moſt, and can only commu- 


nicate a jargon to the ear; while ſuch have made 


fifty breaches in divinity in one diſcourſe, which 
miniſters deſtruction to the ſoul. Therefore an 


than a learned and eloquent Deiſt, though he be 
_ dignified with the title of learned. The bleſſed 


Saviour never made one breach in divinity, | 


though, according to our rules, he made one in 


grammar, when he A By clays was I 
AM.” 


Bur to return to our ſubjeRt; the * = 


all good works wrought in men'ought to be 
attributed to Gop, from whom every good and every 
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ungrammatical divine is ten thouſand times better 


6. 
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perfect git romerh. Hence the real church of 
God owns, to the honour of her head, that be 
Lord bad wrongbt all ber works in ber, Iſa. xxvi. 
12. Fot my part I have narrowly obſerved the 
lives of Gop's elect, who appear to be ſound in 
the truth, and called by grace; and by what I 
can gather, they are the only workers unto the 
kingdom'of} God, I generally find them employed 
like their bleffed Lon o; ſometimes weeping and 
carrying the croſs; at other times employed in 
acts of charity to the utmoſt of their ability; 
At other times at war with ſome ſore temptation, 
beſetting ſin, or ſpreading error; at other times 
oppoſiug. the . wiſe- diſputers of this world, who 
oppoſe the ſovereiguty of their Maker, and juſ- 
tiſy. themſelves; ſometimes I find them at the 
work, of ſeli· examination s at other times citing 
themſelyes before the tribunal. of Gon for. ſome 
miſdemeanor, fighting againſt the fleſh, confeſſ- 
ing cheir faults, juſtifyiog their Gop, imploring 
fargiveneſs, ;and;ſeeking geconciliation. wih him 
as, the ſummit of all their, happineſs ;, ſometimes 
1. find them bemoaning the; Joſs of their Lonp, 
and eargeftly ſeeking his: face; at othet times 
wich the ſtate of ſome poor ſinner, on their 
minds, travelling in birth till CuxIsH be formed 
in him; at other times with be bigb praiſes of 
God in their mouth, and a two-edged ford in their 

Pſalm cxlix. 6. at other times I, find them 
condoling the miſerable, or weeping with them that 


weep 3 and ſometime e the word of ho 
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as gaod cara of the. manifold grace of God, 1 Pet: 
iv. 10. in ſhort, I never could apply the Loa p' 
divine ſalutation of all hail, Matt. xxvitt. g., to 
any but to theſe; for theſe, in the An ſenſe 
of the word, may be called holy workfolks. 7 

I havei narrowly watched the various tribes of 
legal workers, and indeed they ſometimes" ſeem 
to out- run the real ſaint in outward” appearance 
but, as the Lon fays, there are laſt that ſhall 
be firſt, and firſt laſt; for many are called, but 
few choſen. - While the ſelf righteous remain 
deſtitute of grace, whatever outward ſhew they 
may make, 'Gop is not glorified in them; their 
principles! are corrupt, their judgments” filled 
with confuſion; their motives are bafe (while 
deſtitute of the faith of Gop's elect, and ſelf is 
the end aimed at in all their ſhew of devotion); 
they expect to bring in God a debtor to them, 
while, as the Lok ſays, all their works are to 
be ſeen of men. I have often heard them abuſe 
the ſovereignty of God, and attribute tyranny to 
their Maker, whoſe judgment muſt be according to 
truth; at other times calling his decrees blaſphe- 
mous, though they ring forth à ſaving knowledge = 
of God's mind and will, and make the barren beart 
of 4 finner like a" fruitful field; at other times, I 
find them abuſing the teſtimony of Goy's | ſer- 
 vants—conſtruing their words to a ſenſe they 
never intended—and drawing concluſions that 
never entered their thoughts, in order to bring 
the grace of Gop into contempt; at other times, 
O 2 I find 
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1 find them ſo profuſe with the mercy of Gov, 
as to entail it on all the human race; and at 
other times ſo ſparing, as to declare that ſome 
of the Lord's redeemed are in hell. In ſhort, 
pride, arrogance, ſelf-ſecking, and ſelf-deifying, 
is all that ever I could ſee in the ſelf-righteous 
free-willer ;—confounding the ſenſe of Gop's 

word, and rebellion againſt his ſovereign will, 
has ever diſcovered itſelf in all that I have had a 
knowledge of ; and ſuch proceedings appear to 
me to be no better than an introduction to the 
performances exhibited in hell. 


. O ſinner, lay by pleading. thy « own merit, for 
Gov will ſurely reef thy confidences to the end of 
the chapter : Many will ſay unto me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, bave we not prophecied in thy name? 
and in thy name have caſt out devils ? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works ? And then will I profeſs 
unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity, Matt. vii. 22, 23. Thus you 
ſee that hell itſelf will not cure the legaliſt of 
boaſting z nor will the encomiums of the Judge 
himſelf ever ſet the elect at it; they will ſtick to 

their being unprofitable ſervants to the laſt, as 
| has been already obſerved 3 and it muſt be ſo, 
for the Lon ceclares that be that bumbleth him- 
ſelf ſhall be exalted, and be that exalteth bimſelf ſhall 
be abaſed. _ 
 AniMaaz. I fee clearly that faith is a ſoul- 
hating, ſelf-emptying, and ſelf-abafing grace, 
as well as an evidence of things not ſeen ; but I am 
1 "2 at 
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at times led to doubt whether I have any fairh 1 
at l. 


Cusn. Didſt thou never diſcover in the won 

of Gob, as well as in the firſt open viſion that 
thou hadſt, an amiableneſs and a ſuitableneſs in 
the Saviour, as he is ſet forth in the word, inſo- 
much that thy very ſoul went out after him? 
that was Faith's eye that diſcovered the object of 
life ; He that followeth me ſhall not wall in darkneſs, 
but be ſhall have the light of life, John viii. 12. 


And haſt thou not found thy heart ſo bent for a 


part and lot in him, that all the world hath ap- 
peared as nothing when compared to him ?—that 
is Faith's power, inclining the will to chuſe and 
embrace him above all other objects : He that comes 
to God muſt believe that be is a rewarder; and again, 
Faith lays. hold on eternal life. Thus Faith ſhines 
on the underſtanding, and diſcovers the Saviour 
as the object moſt deſirable, and then inclines 
the will to chuſe him; and then, laſtly, ſhe calls 
in love to admire her choice; this is the grace 
that availeth—neither circumciſion availeth any thi 
ner uncircumcifion, but faith werketh by love, Gal 
v. 6, And as ſoon as love comes into the foul, 
ſhe caſts out (laviſh fear, and brings in her own 
attendants, which are joy and peace—Gop fi 
you with joy and peace in believing, Rom. xv. 13. 
The believer now cannot expreſs his ſenſations — 
whom having not ſeen be loves; and though now be 
ſees bim not, yet, believing, be rejoices with 79 un- 
1 1 Pet. 1. 8. 


* AHIMAAZ. 
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AHiMAaz, What you have ſaid of ſaith my 
ſoul has often experienced, and ſweetly enjoyed; 
therefore 1 hope I am really. bleſſed with that 


| ſpiritual grace; and I do find that ĩt purifies my 
heart for anſwers of . and peace are often 


brought to me from the Pen yy F owe 


prayer-' .---.. - kd *d 
Cusn:. Then hon art ins 4 Faundation; 
and may. ſay with the Apoſtle, his is the. confi- 
dence that we have in bim, that if we aſk he heareth 
us, and we bave the thing defired, 1 John v. 14. 
Thy faith is genuine —a real evidence of things 
not ſeen. | Poverty of ſpirit is a ſure mark of 
thoſe that ſhall obtain the prize of the bigb calling 
of God in Cbrift Jeſus, Phil. iii. 14. When a man 
ſees the inſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs, he 
accepts an imputed one; when he feels his loſt 
eſtate, he is thankful for a Saviour; when he is 
conſcious of the infinite debt that he has con- 
tracted, he flies to the ſurety ; and when [ſenſible 
of the deceitfulneſs of his own heart, that he 
dares place no confidence in the. fleſh, he em- 
braces the rock for want of a ſhelter; and when 
his refuges of lies are all ſwept away, and his 
falſe hopes rooted up, then he digs deep, and 
founds all on the Rock of Ages. This is the 
man that is poor in ſpirit:— Stripped of pride, 
and humble in heart, like the poor Prodigal, he 
comes to Gob, with humble confeſſion, knocks at 
Mercy 's door, and. begs the-bread of heaven; ſuch 
an one is ſure of the prize—Bleſſed* are the poor in 


ſpirit, 
+ > &% wind. 7 CI | Pp! 3 
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ſpirit, for. theirs is the . of N Matt. 


V. Yo- - Ap 1 53 311 2 etarug tf 
Thirdly, . Holy Gboſt is avg into the 
believer's heart, to influence, enlighten, and in- 
ſtru& his underſtanding -/and conſcience, and to 
bear a joint - witneſs with conſcience that the be- 
liever is juſtified by his faith; where there uſed 
to be nothing but the ſentence of ſelf-condem- 
nation, and the tormenting accuſation of an —— 
conſcience. Things are ſo changed, that the 
believer finds the accuſation is ſilenced, and a 
Joint | teſtimony. for Go is evidently felt ang 
enjoyed; be that believeth bath the witneſs 4 bim- 
ſelf, for the ſpirit beareth witneſs,' 1 John v. 6. 10. 
Theſe things enable ſouls to ſay, Our rejcicing is 
this, the teſtimony of our conſcience. ; ;-as I ſaid be- 
fore, the . believer hath. a joint witneſs ; for the 
Spirit beareth witneſs with our ſpirits; that wwe are the 
children of God, Rom. viii. 16. Thus you ſee 
that love, joy, peace, and faith, are the fir fruits 
of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 23. and the ſpirit of theſe 
fruits, is the foretaſte, and the earyeſt of our [fus 
ture] inheritance, until the redemption; of the Pure. 
chaſed Poſſe Mon, unto the praiſe 77 bis 40 W 
i. 14. | 
„Ante 2 2 fe that my. foul. i is inter- 
eſted ; in the cavenant of grace; nor am 1 with- 
out the evidence, the firſt fritz and the earneſt 
that you have mentioned; and I believe, ac- 
cording. to my preſent frame and views, that 
4 never doubt again; thou, Lok p, of thy. goods 


af! . neſs, 


neſs, haſt made my bill ſo firong. I ſuppoſe that 


Prodigalis enjoyed theſe heavenly bleſſings in Chriſt 


Fefus, theſe ſweet foretaſtes of heaven, in a won- 
derful degree; for it is often ſeen, that a miſer- 
able Prodigal meets with a conſpicuous deliver- 
ance, and a ſoul-humbling reception, when Gov 
gives bim repentance unto life. And indeed if ſuch 
poor ſouls had not, it would be impoſſible for 
them to believe to their eternal ſalvation; they 
having ſuch a dreadful fight of an angry God, 
and their ſinful ſelves, it requires a work of faith 
with power, to put their unbelief to the bluſh, 
and the devil and conſcience to filence ; nothing 
will confound theſe but a wonderful ray, an 
almighty deliverance, and a divine and _— 
vailing evidence. 

Cvsni. That is another excellent ſpeech ; you 
begin- to mend upon it, I think. But to your 
enquiry. Prodigalis did, I believe, enjoy as 
much of the foretaſtes of heaven as moſt do, 
until the ſpirit of grace had armed him with the 
whole armour of Gop, and then he led him forth 
r emen 
of the devil. 

AniMaaz. It is amazing to me PI the devil 
ſhould be ſo unwearied in tempting the children 
of God, ſeeing he has met with nothing but 
repeated diſappointments; beſides, the Saviour 
has promiſed power to his children, ſufficient to 
vanquiſh all zbe power of the devil; infomuch that 


„ eas burt them,' Luke x. 19. 
— 
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The devil muſt know this, becauſe he never 
could deſtroy one of God's elect; and as the gate 
of bell ſhall not prevail, Matt. xvi. 18. I am ſur- 
prized that Satan does not raiſe the ſiege as an 
aſſailant, and get weary of the ſuit as a plaintiff. 
Cusn. There is no likelihood of that; Satan 
ſtill ploughs in hope; and though he cannot de- 
ſtroy the elect, yer if he can deſtroy their peace, 
or get them to rebel againſt Gop, it is pleaſing 
to him: the devil has a feaſt when we have a faſt. 
And on the other hand, when we are on the 
mount the devil has a double hell : beſides, his 
enmity againſt CazrsT and his elect is ſo deeply 
rooted, that he cannot endure the ſovereignty of 
the Saviour, nor the objects of his choice. 
AniMaaz. But why is the devil fo incenſed 


againſt the Saviour, any more _— n Gon 
the Father ? 


| Cvsnt. Several reaſons may be aſſigned for it; 
Firſt, The Loxp Cnnisr left the rebel-angels in 
their rebellion, when he charged them with folly, 
Job iv. 18. Secondly, He curſed and condemn- 
ed their prime leader in Eden, Gen. iii. 14. 
Thirdly, He reſerved them in everlaſting chains de- 
barred of light] under darkneſs to the final judgment, 
Jude 6. while, on the other hand, - he confirmed 
the elect angels by an irrevocable decree ; took 
them from the baſis of free-will ; and fixed them 
in immutable love and almighty power; ſo as to 
render it impoſſible for them ever to fall, as the other 
had done. They are not left now to the freedom 
. | of 
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of their own will, but confirmed in their glorious 
Head Cunisr ; who is therefore called, the Head 
of. all principality and pawer, Col: ii. 10. And as 
the angels are confirmed by the Saviour in eter- 
nal friendſhip, their willingneſs to renounce their. 
former ſtanding in the freedom of their own will ; 
their ready acquieſcence i in, and thankful accept- 
ance of confirmation in Cnalsr the elect Head, 
in whom Gop had predeſtinated their everlaſting 
ſtanding: for this reaſon, they are called ele# an- 
gels; and their acquieſcence is called a reconcilia - 
tion, though they were never at enmity: Aud 
having made peace through tbe blood of bis croſs, by 
bim to reconcile all things to himſelf, by bim, I ſay, 
whetber they be things in BARTH or Aue in HEAVEN, 
Col. 3 
This is one cauſe * the FT enmity 0 
election z and he has got thouſands in the world 
who make a profeſſion of religion that are influ- 
enced by him, and boldly eſpouſe and defend his 
cauſe againſt the ſovereign will of the Almighty. 
The great and terrible day of the Long will diſ- 
cover many wonderful and awful ſcenes. of. this 
ſort, to the everlaſting confuſion. & many who. 


now triumph in it. of trend 


˖ Secondly, It is a moſt —— — degrading 
conſideration . to a proud and lofty ſpirit; as the 
devil is, that fallen men, after they were ſeduced 
by Satan, were found under the condemnation 
and curſe of God, as well as theraſelves ;- and 


when bath natures. ae before Goo equally 


10 condemned 


a _ 
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condemned and on a level; that the Saviour 
ſhould reject the angelic nature, and aſſume the 
human for verily be took not on him tbe nature of 
angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham, Heb. 
11, 16. This ſovereign act—this rr 
grace of the Saviour, the devil hates. 
Thirdly, By the Saviour's death on the 200 
the devil ſuffered loſs in his kingdom; his dark 
dominions were wonderfully diſcovered; the de- 

ſtroy ing power of ſin (the main pillar « of his em- 
pire) was taken away, inſomuch that it ſhall ne- 
ver deſtroy one of Gon's elect. The devil was 
caſt down as an accuſer, and cannot in one ſenſe 


be called the god of this world, for the beir * oy. 
things overcame him. Ky 


Death, another inferior . in Satan' s 
Phe Sr tho was plagued, and ſhall ſurely: be de- 
ſtroyed, Hoſea xiii, 14. Satan, fin, and death 
were triumphed over, and expoſed openly on the 
croſs, Col. ii. 1 5. the devil led captive by the 
Saviour, Eph. iv. 8. and a kingdom of grace ſet 


up in the world, that ſhall ſurely « demoliſh his, 
Ea vii. 14. 


Another reaſon that may be aſſigned of the 
devil's malice is, that the Saviour, whom he ſo 
hates, will bring him and all his legions forth to 
judgment: Satan is reſerved under darkneſs to 
judgment; and then the Loa p will (expoſe or 
reveal the whole myſtery of iniquity, 2 Theſſ. ii. 7, 8. 
Then ſhall the ſaints Appear in the truth which 
2 left, as Eſther did, in Vaſhti's palace, 
Led Eſther 
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Eſther ii. 17. for they Hall be as the angels of GO 
in beaven, Matt. xxii. 30. while fallen angels 
ſhall be left on a level with fallen men ; not at all 
ſuperior, unleſs it be in miſery : hence you read 
of ſinners going in company with the devil and bis 
angels, Matt. xxv. 41. But the moſt tormenting 
thought to infernal pride is, that elected, re- 
deemed, and reſtored. men ſhall judge theſe infer- 
nal kings, princes, and potentates : Know ye not 
that we ſhall judge angels? 1 Cor. vi. 3. In that 
day it will appear, that thoſe that died in free- 
will and felf-righteouſnefs will be found among 
the black brigade, as ſure as there is a Gop that 
judgeth right. | 

Theſe are ſome of the reaſons that may be af- 
ſigned for the devil's unlimited malice againſt the 
Saviour and his elect; therefore it is vain for 
_ . the ele to expect reconciliation, ſeeing God has 
declared the war: and we may fay of Satan's 
envy as the learned Milton does: 


cc 1 
„ Where deadly hate has pierc'd ſo deep.” 


Hence we may warrantably conclude, that the 
devil will never raiſe the ſiege while Gop has a 
church in the world ; nor will he ever drop the 
ſuit, as a plaintiff, as long as he can draw one 
believer to liſten to his lies, yield to his tempta- 
tions, or fret at his accuſations. 


— AnitMaaz. Pray how did he begin wich, Pro- 
digalis ? I ſuppoſe in a furious _ becauſe he 
BUY | had 


. 
had formerly been a faithful ſervant to the devil; 
and as he knew many of his wiles, he was the better 
able to expoſe them: it is often ſeen that ſuch are 
the moſt valiant for truth, the moſt loyal to the 
Saviour, and the moſt fervent in prayer. They 
that are faithful to the unrigbteous mammon will be 
ſo to the true riches, Luke xvi. 11. They that bave 
much forgiven twill love much, Luke vii. 47. and to 


whom men have committed much, ed him _ will hee 
the more, Luke xii. 48. 


Cosnar, You muſt know, that Prell 62. 
ing ſo conſpicuouſly delivered, he thought the 
devil was ſo rebuked as never to attack him 
again; nor did he in the leaſt ſuſpect that the evils 
of his heart would ever make a ſecond appear- 
ances. nor that he ſhould ever loſe ſight of the 
Saviour, In this ſecure frame he was altogether 
unprepared for trial; the devil knew this, and 
therefore caught the opportunity. A believer 
may often be charged with being off his guard; 
but no ſuch charge can juſtly be brought againſt 
the devil; in this point be it ou" than the * 
wen of light. 


When the devil came whim he fi pound 

while ſhower of fiery darts into his mind; the 
corruption of his heart caught the flame, . 1. 
aubole courſe of nature was ſet on fire of bell, James 
iii. vi, The ſmoke beclouded his underſtanding ; 
or (as Paul ſays), ihe god of this world bad blinded 
bis qu” his Judgment was confuſed, and every di- 


vine 
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vine ſenſation ſeemed to be ſwallowed up wich 

horror and diſmay. Satan having thus gained an 
advantage of him, he preſented x afreſh to the 
bar of judicature, and there accuſed him of the 
very blaſphemous thoughts which himſelf in- 
jected into his mind ; he tempted. him to believe 
that he had fell from grace; he ſuggeſted hard 
thoughts of the Savibur to him, and then accuſed 
him of it. He ſuggeſted to him that he had ſinned 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and that all the confu- 
ſion and horror that Prodigalis felt were the 
effects of the juſt judgment of Gop for, his un- 
pardonable fin ; and was no leſs than an earneſt 
of what he would ſuffer eg Stennity eib won ane 


Prodigalis felt for his ene witneſs, 
but he could not feel him; his faith ſeemed not 
to do her uſual office: therefore the poor ſoul; 
ſunk into the real fears of death, and horrors f 
hell; as bad as ever. Deſtruction appeared on one 
ſide, and Satan on che other; and the devil 
brought many of Moſes's old accuſations againſt 
him, as if it were Moſes that was "oy him 
as an unbeliever. N10 


Poor Prodigalis never was more ned 
chan now: at his firſt trial he bad no ſenſible 
hope of mercy; but to be arraigned, after juſti- 
fication, was a myſtery, too profound for him to 
make a judgment of. Therefore he gave all over 
for loſt; not doubting, but he was giyen up as a 
| u Obs Into. the hands of Satan; and that he 

I would 


C 4a » 


would certainly prevail to make him vent tha 
| horror. and rebellion of his nnn 
blaſphemous expreſſionsnsq ... I K 225% 
While Prodigalis was ſinking in :deſpoadenayy 
theſe words came with a divine power to-his 
mind; Beloved, thint it not Atrange concerning be 
ßery trial tobich is "to try You,” us: though ſome tringe 
thing bappened unto your) but rejoite inaſuuc as 
Ye are mails pattakers of Cakisr's ſufferings; 1 Pet. 
iv. 12, 13. Theſe words gained the attention of 
the poor man, which Satan eould not endure; 
for he can do: nothing with us any longer chan 
while he employs our mind, and we are atteritiye 
ro his lies 3 which ĩs his wiſdom land our Holly. 
The devil perceiving that poor Prodigalis was 
attentive to another voice, Jaid violently agaalt 
him; but'the other haying+cecelived- a Htele- en- 
couragement fromthe abqve text, was per ſuaded 
that he ſhould enjoy the fenttnce of juſtification 
again: nay, he was perſuaded that it would come 
with. power ci ſevond time: and therefore he put 
up theſe petitions; Hear tbe right, O Lordi a- 
tend unto / cry; give tur unto my prayer; that 
goeth not out of Higned lips: let ty ſentente come: forth 
from thy preſence :» let thine-eyes 'bebold'the' things that 
are equal. ' Thou baſt proved mine "heart; thou baſt 
| viſited mne in the. nights thou haft- tried mY _—_— 
ii. 1% 433. ann s 200 
As ſoon as Prodigalis had ended his peririons, | 
the glorious Advocate anſwered his prayer in the 


Joy vn. his heart; and applied theſe words with! 
| : ſuch 
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fuch power, that the ſham court grew too hot fos 
the cunning accuſer; No weapon formed againſt 
thee Hall proſper, and every tongue that Hall riſe 
againſt thee in judgement thou ſhalt condemn, Iſa. xliv. 
17,—Poor Prodigalis recovering his /piritual 
7 and ſeeing his beclouded evidences appear, 

if poſſible, ten times brighter than ever, and 
finding the word of Cop flow in upon his 
mind, he laid hold of the ſword of the Spirit, and 
ſaid to his accuſer, It is Go that juſtifieth ; who 
is be that condemneth? it is Cuxisr that died, 
Rom. vin. 33. The devil immediately va- 


niſned. 

This ſham trial ſerved to teach Prodigalis the 
vſe of God's ſword ; and evidently fulfilled the 
ſcriptures, Submit yourſelves therefore o Gop; re- 


| fit the devil, and be will flee from you, James iv. 7. 
_ AniMaaz. I dare ſay the poor man found his 
love warmer—his faith ſtronger—and ſaw the 
office, uſe, and faithfulneſs of his Advocate in a 
clearer light than ever he had done before. 
There are none that know but thoſe who experi- 
ence it, how the immutable love of Gob, and 
the faithfulneſs of the Saviour (which appears in 
ſo many repeated deliverances), does endear the 
ALMicaTY to the poor helpleſs believer, who is 
perpetually buffeted * the common ner 
God and man. 
Cost. Indeed Prodigalis never had ſeen the 
Saviour in his office as an Advocate but once be- 
fore, and in this confuſion he had loſt ſight of 


him: 
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him : but by means of trials we are led to feel 
our need of the Saviour in every character that 
he ſuſtains, which we know nothing of until va» 
rious trials make us ſenſible of our need of them, 
and the Saviour condeſcends to appear in and ful- 
fil them. 

And I doubt the want itof obſerving and conſider- 
ing theſe things is one reaſon of the dejection of 
too many precious ſouls in our days. Our kind 
interceſſor ought to be viewed in that office every 
time we pray. As our Mediator he is wanted 
when there appears a controverſy between Gop 
and conſcience. An Advocate and a Wonderful 
Counſellor muſt be felt for in temptations, or elſe 
the accuſer's wiſdom will be too much for us. 
And theſe characters our Lorp ſuſtains; and he 
will ever diſcharge his offices with divine recti- 
tude, if the prayer of faith implores his aid. 


Prodigalis was ſo confirmed in the faithfulneſs 
of his Lox, and in the power of faith, that he 
ſecretly wiſhed the ſame trial to come over again, 
that he might ſhew his loyalty, his love, and his 
faithfulneſs to his Lord, and not diſhonour him 
by his unbelief, as he had done, in giving place to 
the devil; which he ſaw was a fin refleQting diſ- 
honour on every perfection of his LoRD. 


AniMaaz, He had better have left his reſolu- 
tions out of the conflict; for if Satan were to be 
let looſe upon him an hundred times, if the ſpitit 
of faith ceaſed to operate, he would feel the 
workings of unbelief more or leſs. I have been 

| N vain 
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vain enough ere now, when I have found 2 
heart fixed, and my conſolations powerful, 
defy a temptation; thinking that my — 9 : 
| fared fo ſtrong that I ſhould never be moved. But 
alas! what are the beſt of men againſt Satan's 
rage, if not panoplyed and fortified by the great 
Inovant It was not without cauſe that Paul 
bid Timothy be frong in the grace that is in Cuxisr 
Fesvs : which ſtrength conſiſts in a firm perſua- 
fion of the immutable love, promiſed aid, and 
momentary ſupport of the orgy: Gop- and 
Saviour CaxisT Ixsus. 


 Cvsxr. It is true what you ſay: but as Satan Ales 
to have us, that be may ſift us as wheat, for his own 
oratification, ſo the Loxo does ſometimes enable 
2 children to triumph over him in turn: Rejoice 
againſt me, O mine enemy! when I fall T fhall 
2 . T fit in darkneſs the Loxp fhall be a light 
unto me, Micah vii. 8. I do not ſay that the 
above text is a direct anſwer to the devil himſelf; 
but as he is the chief agent of all the enmity that 
is diſplayed againſt the children of God, it is, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe, applicable to him; agreeable to 
the-Saviour's method, when Satan tempted Peter 
to ſtand in the Lord's way, the Load rebuked 
the agent of the aftion, Get thee behind me, Satan. 
When the Jews perſecuted and blaſphemed him, 
he ſaid, You are of your father the devil, and the luſt 
of your father ye will do. When his enemies came 
to take him, he ſaid, This is your hour and the 
Mer of darkneſs. And when Judas had yielded 
me 
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the bent of his mind to gender with the devil's 
influence, the Loxd withdrew his own reſtrain- 
ing power, opened his heart with a ſop, that 
Judas might perpetrate the murder that his 
wicked and mercenary heart had conceived : And 
when be bad received the ſop, Satan entered into him: 
and immediately after the conception was brought 
forth, in' his betraying the innocent Son of Gop. 

- Autmaaz. You are right in levelling your 
arrow at the devil; for I believe there is no wick- 
edneſs practiſed by mortals, but he is chief agent 
in the ſcheme, and a joint executor of it. But 
I ſuppoſe that Satan did not attempt to bring 
poor Prodigalis a ſecond time to his ſham court 
of judicature; did he? 

Cusnr. Indeed Satan brought him to his ſnam 
court of judicature more than once, twice, or 
thrice: but not the next time; if he had, Prodi- 
galis had been in a meaſure prepared for him. 
Bur the devil finds that we have various diſcipline 
to paſs through, therefore he varies his ſnares 
alſo; for ſhould he conſtantly way-lay us in one 
continued path, the bird would ſoon get as cun- 
ning as the fowler : for as the wiſe man ſays, 
Surely in vain the net is ſpread in the fight of any 
Bird, Prov. i. 17. No, no; Satan (in this ſenſe) 
is no fool; though (in another ſenſe) he is the 
greateſt of fools; becauſe he is the firſt tranſ- 
greſſor; ſupreme in miſchief, and ſupreme in 

miſery ;- the fartheſt from Gop, and conſequently 
the fartheſt from true wiſdom. 3 


72 Anu. 


( 


AHRIMAAZ. Pray, how did he intangle Prodi- 
galis the third time? I long to hear; becauſe 
ſome part of your relation ſo well agrees with my 
own experience; and that is refreſhing and eſta- 
bliſhing to me. For my part, I am for what I can 
get; and you know that Paul tells us to cover. 

earneſtly the beſt gifts. : 

Cusn. Indeed you have ſpoken the truth: 
you are in reality for what you can get; and one 
of the beſt ſucklings that ever I took to nouriſh: 
and would to Gop that I was as good a wet nurſe 
as Paul was in his days, when he ſaid, But we 
were gentle among you, even as a nurſe cher Shell ber 
children, 1 Theſſ. ii. 7. 

The way that Satan made his next attempt on 
Prodigalis was as follows: The poor man ex- 
pected, that if ever Satan made another attempt, 
it would be in the old way, in which he thought 
he ſhould be able to meet him: this made him 
too ſecure. Therefore Satan laid by his violent 
aſſaults, and his cloven foot, and endeavoured 
to come in imitation of the workings of grace; 
or, as the apoſtle ſays, Ile transformed himſelf into 


an angel of light : and catching Prodigalis off his 


watch-tower,. and too ſecure, he inſenſibly led 
him to the court of equity; where he endea- 
voured to enthrone human reaſon, as the only 
competent judge of right and wrong. This 
ſcheme took with Prodigalis: he had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of the devil being in all this: 
therefore, inſtead of reſiſting him, he gave him 

all 
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all poſſible attention, and was determined to hear 
him out. Satan having gained his ear and at- 
tention, proceeded to ſtart every puzzling dif- 
ficulty, and ſeeming contradiction, in form fol- 
lowing : The plaintiff ſheweth, Firſt, That there 
are many myſteries in the Bible dark and obſcure, 
and the beſt and wiſeſt of men differ in judgment 
reſpecting them, Secondly, That the myſtery 
of the Trinity is incomprehenſible ; and that 
thouſands of the wiſe and learned people deny 
that. Thirdly, That the path to heaven by re- 
generation is a path that excludes thouſands of 
fouls from ſalvation; and is a road that is to the 
laſt degree perilous. Fourthly, That tke greateſt 
part that are venturing on that hazardous jour- 
ney are poor 1lliterare and deſpicable people. 
Fifthly, That thoſe who are the leaders of ſuch 
bigotted people are, in the general, people light- 
ly eſteemed, much defpiſed, yea, and ſtoutly 
withſtood by the great, wiſe, and learned of the 
world, Sixthly, That the doctrine of election 
leaves wife, family, friends, yea, and perhaps all 
that are near or dear in the ties of affinity or 
blood, out of the number ſaved. Seventhly, 
the plaintiff ſheweth, That the beſt of friends 
and of benefactors, as well as the majority of the 
whole world, are averſe to it, and incenſed 
againſt it. Eighthly, That the Moſt High might 
have prevented the fall of men and devils if he 
would. Ninthly, That all domeſtic comforts in 
_ family, food, and pleaſure, muſt be fore- 
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gone, if divine impreſſions were laſting, conſci- 
ence kept tender, or the daily croſs continued. 
Tenthly, That faſting, prayer, ſelf-denial, and 
hourly abſtinence, muſt be rigidly purſued, or 
elſe all would fall to ruins at laſt, and hell would 
be the hotter for ſuch a. barren profeſſion. 
Eleventhly, That Cain, Judas, Eſau, and Sa- 
phira, had fell after all their profeſſion ; and were 
worſe than thoſe that never made any : for where 
little was given littie would be required; and there- 
fore the more ignorant the more ſafe. Twelfthly, 
That the path to heaven was ſtrait and narrow, 
and people that would be ſingular in religion 
were expoſed to all the ſhafts of men and devils; 
and that CHRIST was an auſtere and rigid maſter : 
that there would be nothing but croſs upon croſs, 
as we fee in Job; and ſtripe upon ſtripe, as in 
Ephraim, even to the end of the journey. Thir- 
teenthly, That the conjugal enjoyment of a wife, 
an affectionate indulgence of a child, a jocoſe 
word, an innocent ſmile, or even a genteel ſuit 
of apparel, would be an "iniquity to he puniſped by 
the judge; the Lord, whoſe name is Fealous, is ſo 
jealous a Gov. 

The plaintiff further ſhewed, That the Bible 
was a doubtful revelation ; many obſcure phraſes, 
and ſeeming contradictions, appeared palpable 
in it: and that many of the learned and wiſe had 

examined it, arraigned it, and condemned it; 
and had ſet up their own unbiaſſed and unerring 
reaſon as the any lord Paramount, deemed ca- 
pable 


f 
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pable of bien and determining every matter 
in debate relative to heaven, earth, or hell. 
Ihe plaintiff further ſhewed, That the conti - 
nual croſs that generally attended thoſe of this 
ſingular way of religion was, that there would be 
an heart to love, and an eye to pity the poor, 
which would be croſſed with a beggar's pocket ; 
there would be an uncommon bigotted ſpirit to 
the ſingular party in religion, and a great anxiety 
to make proſelytes, which would be croſſed with 
a heavy perſecution. Spending time in this ſer- 
vice, and neglecting other buſineſs, had, and 
would again, bring many 1 ſuffer hunger, cold. 
and nakedneſs, Beſides, people of this ſtrange 
way make the path to heaven much more diffi- 
cult than it really is: They are righteous overmuch, 
and ready 10 deſtroy themſelves at it: they talk of 
being pariakers of the divine nature, and keep 
preſſing after ſuch a degree of holineſs by the 
Spirit, as they call it, that their ſin is not unlike 
Adam's, obo wanted to be like Goo. 

And laſtly, the plaintiff added, That the 
thiogs which he had mentioned were conſonant, 
and not repugnant to ſome of the plain parts of 
what is called ſcripture; where Gop (if he be 
the author of the * e Let us FEY r- 
ther, Iſa. i. 18. 


_ AHIMAAZ. Why, 4 der is an excellent 
re 333 


Cusn. In one ſenſe he i is3 3 but: not in andtiter t | 
hs © can plead againſt us; but he is too proud to 
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plead guilty before Gop, too vile to plead inno- 


cent; and without a foundation to plead for 
mercy.” The devil brought all theſe things to 


Prodigalis, in order to prejudice his mind againſt 


the truth of Gop, that he might raiſe rebellion 


in his heart. Nor was Satan's attempt without 
effect; for Prodigalis did not expect a tempta- 


tion with ſo mild a bait: he expected that every 
appearance of Satan would be in a ſtorm; and 
therefore he liſtened to him: carnal reaſon ap- 


proved of the ſuggeſtions; fleſh and blood alſo 


gave into it; and, by the aſſiſtance of unbelief, 
Satan carried all before him. 5 
Now was Prodigalis filled with carnal reaſon- 
2 about the ſovereign grace of his Maker; 
the perilous path to heaven; and the few, the 
very few that ſeemed to be travelling on that ſin- 
gular way. He ſoon found the government of 
the world, and the ſalvation of all the human 
race, to lay with an intolerable weight upon his 
ſhoulders; and he was impiouſſy led to infringe 
upon the prerogative of his Lok, whoſe un- 
doubted right it is to do as be will with bis own, 


Matt. xx. 13. without N an account WF wh of 


his matters, Job xxxiii. 13. 

- AniMAaz. There is one thing in Satan? 8 Wan 
. I am amazed at; and that is, that thoſe who 
were ſingular in their religion were expoſed to 
6 all the ſhafts of men and devils:“ can Satan 


2 a hiraſelf : 


t; 


Cusn. 


Cal 
Cusn. Satan is not divided againſt himſelf in the 
management of his kingdom; if he was, how 


could bis kingdom ſtand ? But he can ſpeak againſt 


himſelf, deny himſelf, and rebuke himſelf,” when 
theſe things will ſerve his turn. He ſpeaks 
againſt himſelf in every falſe prophet that rebukes 
fin ; he denies himſelf in every deiſt that denies 
the being or exiſtence of fallen angels; and he 
rebuked himſelf, when ſome of his own children 
(in mockery of Paul) were commanding of an 
evil ſpirit to leave the heart of a ſinner; whoſe 
anſwer was, Paul I know, but who are you? and 
then overcame them, and ſent them out of the _ 
wounded and naked, Acts xix. 16. 

Poor Prodigalis began to be timorous about 
the difficult way to the kingdom; he yielded to 
the carnal fear of man, and trembled at perſecu- 
tion; fleſh and blood was conſulted about the 
doctrine of particular redemption; and carnal 
reaſon bore violently againſt the doctrines of elec- 
tion and predeſtination; which influenced Pro- 
digalis with a ſpirit of murmuring and rebellion 
againſt the diſcriminating grace of his Gop ; but 
he ſoon found, like Paul, that it was hard work 
to kick againſt the pricks: he found his mind be- 
gan to be confuſed ; fear and horror laid a freſh 
hold of his conſcience; no peace of mind was en- 

Joyed; his mouth at a throne. of grace was 
ſtopped; a ſenſe of the divine favour was ſenſibly 
ſuſpended; and ſhame and confuſion covered his 


face, And as the ſtate of his own ſoul began to 
a | be 
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be perilous, he was obliged to employ the powers 
of his mind nearer home, and leave the ſalva- 
tion and management of the world to Goo; 
whoſe infinite wiſdom needs no counſel of ours, 
nor will his ſupreme power, and abſolute prero- 
- ative, ever be yielded or given up to us. 

AniMaaz, How ſubtle an adverſary is Satan! 
who would have thought that ſuch -an one as 
Prodigalis, a man ſo wonderfully delivered, and 
who had experienced ſuch ſuperabounding grace, 
could be ſo eaſily led from an humble ſubmiſ- 
fion to the will of Gop, even to rebel in his 
heart againſt him, and againſt thoſe very truths 
that had made him free; but, alas! what is man 
if left to himfelf? Pray how was he delivered 
out of that ſnare? 


__ -"Cvsm. As he was one day ſale: and 
diſputing in his heart againſt the doctrines of 
election and particular redemption, and impi- 
ouſly cenſuring the ſovereignty of his Maker, 
theſe words came to his mind with power, and 
full fraught with divine reproof: Produce your 
cauſe, ſaid the LorD, bring forth your ſtrong reaſons 
faith the King of Jacob, Iſa. xli. 21. This made 
Prodigalis tremble; he thought within himſelf, 
that if he juſtified all the world it would be of 
no force againſt the judgment of Gop; and if 
he held the whole ſyſtem of natural religion, 
that would afford him no ſalvation below the 
grave; for if Gop was his enemy, who could 
be his friend -in- eternity? He went at laſt with 
| | | an 
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an humble confeſſion of his folly to his Lok d, 
and intreated him to undertake for him, and ex- 
tricate him out of this puzzling, this ſoul - diſ- 
treſſing labyrinth of confuſion; and the bleſſed 
Saviour was intreated of him, and gave him a 
wonderful deliverance; he ſent ſuch light and 
comfort into his ſoul as he thought he never had 
experienced before; the darkneſs and confuſion 
of his troubled heart, and his carnal reaſonings 
againſt the ſovereign will of his Loxp, vaniſhed, 


and his love and zeal burned * for truth 
than ever. 


AIM AAZZ. I evidently ſee that dicks is no 
growth in grace nor in knowledge, without 
croſſes and trials; for, as Hezekiah faith, &ythefe 
things men live, and in all theſe things is the life of 
our ſpirits. A child of Gop often gains ground 
by ſuch ſtumblings, and gets freth diſcoveries out 
of confuſion; for Gop diſcovereth deep things aut 


of darkneſs, and bringeth out to ght the B of 
death. | 


Cusn, Very true; ab a was the caſe 
with Prodigalis; he had been for ſome time in 
the buſineſs of an Attorney, and had learnt many 
curious quibbles of law, and had formerly en- 
tertained no ſmall opinion of his nervous logic. 
Satan knew this, therefore he ſwelled his pride 
of that talent, exalted his former applauded rea- 
ſon to the deciſive: chair, and then ſhewed the 
inconſiſtency of his new religion with his former 
ale, of logic. n * loſt A _ 

o 


220 ) 


of his comfort, and the fight of his Advocate, 


diſplayed his former talent; but as reaſon was 
too ſtiff to ſubmit to a ſuperior power, pride 


called in rebellion; fleſh and blood was conferred 


with concerning the myſteries of heaven; and 
the more reaſon laboured, the more ſhe was con- 
founded ; unbelief, getting the upper hand, gave 
the lie to all that was divine; and thus, between 
a confounding devil, and confounded reaſon, the 
trial ended in wind and confuſion, and Prodi- 
galis, with all his natural abilities, was found in 
the balance of the ſanRuary to be Hhgbter than 
— AmniMaaz. Nevertheleſs I dare ſay this trial 
turned out to a good account to poor Prodigalis, 


for it muſt teach him the - inſufficiency of natural 
reaſon to determine divine matters, and muſt 


undoubtedly convince him of the need of God's 
promiſed ſpirit to guide him into all truth. 

Cus gl. Yes, my brother, Prodigalis loſt no- 
thing but droſ in this fiery trial; he was effec- 
tually convinced that the Spirit of Gop was the 
only all · ſufficient arbitrator in divine cauſes, and 
that reaſon muſt ſubmit even to faith, inſtead of 
dictating to Gord, This was diſplayed to him in 
his -after-contemplations on the faith of Abra- 
ham, whoſe obedience is ſet forth as our exam- 
ple, after whoſe footſteps we are to copy,' and 


Who is called the father of us all. Hence we 


are commanded 7o look to Abrabam our father, and 
to Sarah that bare us, Iſa, li. 2. and to tread in 
; the 
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the feps of our father Abraham, Rom. iv. 12. who 
is the father of us all, ver. 16. Prodigalis conſi- 
dered firſt the call of Abraham, and the obedi- 
ence of his faith; in which act he found that 
carnal reaſon was wholly excluded; By faith 
Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he ſhould after receive for an inheritance, obeyed, 
and went out, not knowing whither he went, Heb. xi. 8. 
By faith he obeyed, and went; while Abraham and 
his reaſon were kept entirely out of the ſecret— 
for he obeyed, and went out, not knowing whither be 
went, which reaſon would call a wild-gooſe chace. 
Abraham received a promiſe of the land of Canaan, 
and that be ſhould be heir of the world, Rom. iv. 13. 
and yet Gop gave him none inberitance in it, no not ſo 
much as to ſet a foot on, Acts vii. 6, Abraham had 
a good eſtate behind him in Ur, and had left 
that to wander in a ſtrange land, where he had all 
in hope, but nothing in hand. If reaſon had 
been conſulted in this matter, her: determination 
would have been this, One bird in the hand is 
worth two in the buſh;” and therefore, like Ba- 
laam, ſhe would be for ge/ting herſelf back Kain, 5 
Numbers xxii. 34. bay 
When Gop made Abraham a great RE IVES 
and his lady a Princeſs, Reaſon would have ex- 
pected the palace of Salem; but, inſtead of that, 
the king of that city bleſſes him as. the leſs, for 
without all contradifion the leſs is bleſſed of the bet- 
ter, Heb. vii, 7.—gives him refreſhment——akes 
tithes * bim as his Sovereign and 22 Prieſt, 
but 
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but gives him no invitation to the city, much 
leſs to the palace. All theſe riddles Abraham's 
faith had to explain; which would have remain- 
ed as obſcure to human reaſon as Sam/on's riddle 
did to the Pbiliſtines. If we plow not with Chriſt's 
heifer we ſhall never find out his riddles. Abraham's 
leaving his own countfy, was to teach him that 
this world was not his home his travelling in 
pilgrimage was explained by faith, that bis was 
mot his reft, becauſe it is polluted, as the land of 
Canaan was with filthy inhabitants his promiſe 
of the land of Canaan, and of the world, faith 
conſtrue to mean an heavenly country, Zeb. 
xi. 16. and a new world to come; Abraham's 

not inheriting Salem, after he had received the 
promiſe of the whole land, and was made 4 
Prince in it, faith led him to underſtand, that 
he muſt ſeek Jeruſalem that is above, as that city 


tbat bath foundations, whoſe maker and builder is 
Gad, Heb. xi. 10. 


- Theſe things Abraham had in view, and his 
faith brought them to live in his ſoul ;—an 
earneſt and a foretaſte exiſted in Abraham's heart 
by faith, and thus his faith was the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen. 
Fhe way that theſe things were to be obtained 
was ſhewed to Abraham in the offering up of 
his ſon (as typical of CHRIST), which Reaſon 
would have called murder. inſtead of obedience. 
Abraham communed with his Gop in the pro- 
_ that he had revealed to —_ and enjoyed 


much 
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much. ſweetneſs in the bleſſings contained in 
them; and by his faith he lived in a ſtate of 
perfect reconciliation and friendſhip with his 
God, and endured his pilgrimage like Moſes— 
as ſeeing him who is inviſible; which, to reaſon, is 
no better than a plain contradiction, and is called 
enthufiaſm to this day. 

As Abraham lived, ſo he died; faith attended 
his laſt moments, and, like a divine and conſtant 
friend, lent her ſupporting aid in the moment of 
diſſolution, and handed the redeemed ſoul to the 
centre of all happineſs—be died in faith, and re- 
ceived the end of his faith, the ſalvation of his ſoul, 
His ſhield is now his everlaſting portion, he en- 
Joys Canaan in the beſt ſenſe, and Salem is his 
royal city in every ſenſe; and he, like Melchi- 
ſedec of old, is .no leſs than a King and a Prieſt 
in it. 

AUIMAAZ. T heſe contemplations muſt be 
very ſweet to Prodigalis, as well as teach him 
to keep Reaſon in her proper place; that, in 
matters of divinity, wiſdom may be aſked of 
him that giveth liberally and upbraideth not; beſides, 
he muſt ſee the neceſſity of being kept by the 
mighty power of Gop, when he ſaw the various 
ſtratagems of Satan, and the advantages that he 
had hitherto gained over him. 


Cusni. It is a wretched faule in Chriſtians 
to neglect prayer in theſe times of trouble; they 
often fall to reaſoning, diſputing, and contriving, 
inſtead of ſupplicating; this is their loſs, and 

| the 
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the devil's gain. This is evident in Jonah, when 
Gop commanded him to denounce his judgments 
on Nineveh.— He begins to reaſon on the good- 
neſs of Gop, and of his flowneſs to anger, and 
then concludes, that if God repented of the evil 
his reputation would fall to the ground; he then 
began to contrive which way to ſave his reputa- 
tion, and Satan told him by a flight to Joppa ;— 


Jonah tells you, that hey that obſerve lying vani- 


ties forſake their own mercy, Jonah ii. 8. You 
hear nothing of Jonah's prayer till he got into 
the fiſh's belly; ſo far from it, that neither the 


importunity nor the example of the heathen 


mariners could draw one petition from Jonah. 
The ſallors called every man upon bis Gob, and 


deſired Jonah to try his intereſt with bis; but 
he would rather fink than ſupplicate - ſo ſtub- 
born is the ſinner when carried away with a lying 


vanity, in defence of his own ſuppoſed merit, 


worth, or reputation, However, Prodigalis 
found Satan roo ſubtle an Attorney for him, 
and therefore he was glad to become a pauper 


upon the crown of heaven, where his inheritance 
lay, and where it was well ſecured by his Sa- 
viour (under whoſe direction only he could gain 


the ſuit), who is by profeſſion an Advocate, 


and by nature and repute wonderful in counſel and 
excellent in working. 


AniMaaz, I greatly admire the inſtructions 
that Prodigalis got by his laſt trial; for I am 
wy perſuaded that he that denies the ſufficiency 


of 
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of TR own reaſon in divine matters, ſhall ever 
appear the moſt reaſonable man; while, on the 
other hand, thoſe that exalt it againſt divine re- 
velation, appear of all fleſh the moſt unreaſon= 
able. Divinity is the great beautifier and orna- 
mentor of nature; and to deify human nature, 
in contempt of divinity, is to leave her expoſed 
to infinite and everlaſting contempt and defor- 
mity; for it is thought by ſome, that an enemy 
to Gop will not appear at the general doom in 
a human ſhape, fin will deform them, and make © 
them not unlike evil angels; and, if fo, it is not 
without a meaning that the wicked are called 
ſerpents, which is Satan's name, and was once 
the ſhape that he aſſumed; nor is it without a 
meaning that the ſaints ſhall appear as the angels of 
God in heaven. Pray how did Prodigalis go on 
after this happy deliverance; did the old Attor- 
ney attack him again? 

Cus gt. There is no fear of * We Satan will 
never give up tempting long together. Prodi- 
galis found it as his bleſſed Loxp and maſter did 
in his days— And when the devil bad ended all bis 
temptations he departed from him for a ſeaſon, Luke 
iv. 13. that he might come again at another ſea- 
ſonable opportunity. Prodigalis walked ſome 
time very comfortably, and enjoyed much ſweet- 
neſs in his foul, from the rich mercy of his 
Lord; who not only brought him to repentance 
at firſt, but ſtill delivered him out of his trou- 
bles and difficulties, and kindly ſealed the pardon = 
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of his manifold infirmities home upon his con- 
ſcience. This comfortable gale continued ſome 
few weeks with Prodigalis, and he expected 
it would continue to the end of his voyage; 
but, inſtead of that, it began gradually to 
abate as before, which he was much grieved at. 
The Bible, that had afforded him ſuch ſweet 
diſcoveries and comfort, ſeemed to conceal its 
wonders; the light ſhined not on it as uſual, 
therefore David's petition, ſhew me wonders in thy 
law, was very ſeaſonable tro him. He found 
himſelf much ſtreightened in prayer alſo—he had 


not that freedom of acceſs with confidence as former- 


ly, and therefore little delighted in it. Theſe 
things are very trying to a. poor ſou] that has 
been brought into tender favour, and indulged 
with ſweet communion with the Loxp ; the poor 
| ſoul is like a child that is weaned from bis mother, 
yea ſuch a ſoul is like a weaned child, Pſalm cxxxiii. 2. 

AhIMAAZ. I know what that 1s—my ſoul has 
had a ſad experience of that; to be debarred the 
heavenly freedom—to find divine comfort ſuſ- 
pended—to go mourning under the fenfible 
-frowns of the beſt of fathers, is one of the foreſt 
g afflictions that a new- born ſoul can labour under. 


"Cvsnr. It really is; but Prodigalis did not 
ſtay here; for he found the word of Gop preached 


had no effect upon him; it neither gave him re- 


proof nor comfort; he appeared in one of the 
worſt of frames - cold - ſtupid - and inſenſible; 
and in this ſtate he continued many days, until 
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reading the Bible became a burden, and pfayer 
a taſk ; he went about his devotions like a galled 
Horſe to the collar, or an unaccuſtomed bullock 
to the yoke; his ſervice was mercenary, and 
performed with reluctance, and ſo he continued 
until his ſoul was ſhut up in legal bondage. 
What to make of this trial he knew not;—it was 
a frame that he had never experienced before. 
In proceſs of time he began to give way to a 
peeviſh fretful temper; which his conſcience often 
ſmote him for, as it caſt a gloomy ſhade upon 
the glorious religion of Jzsus CurisT; beſides, 
he had made a great ſtir in religious matters, 
which had brought the eyes of many upon him; 
ſome watched for his halting, and ſome for his 
perſevering ; thoſe. that watched for his halting, 
could make his anger appear by cruel mockings; 
while thoſe that loved him were grieved, for 
they ſaw that his ſoul was nat healthy, becauſe 
Bis countenance was not comely, When peace reigns 
in the conſcience, Gop is the bealth of the coun- 
Fenance, Pſalm xlii. 11. | 


This dark, cold, and lifeleſs frame, brought 


on a fit of unbelief, to which he ſo much yielded 


as at times to give up prayer, which was adding 
ſin to ſin; and when ſome of his affociates came 
to him for ſpiritual cohverſation and inſtruction, 
he withdrew, and, like Jeremiah, determined 
to ſpeak no more in the name of the Lorp, Jer. xx. 
9. This was doubling his tranſgreſſion; and at 
laſt he W the ſanctuary ſervice, and began 
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to draw wretched concluſions concerning his ſtate, 


and even gave way to doubts and fears, and 
_ conſequently to murmuring and complaining.— 


Now was the time for Satan to work again; ac- 


cordingly he entered another action againſt him, 


and brought him to the court of common pleas, 
and there he attempted to appeal even to the 


divine oracles. The plaintiff ſhewed that a child 
of Gop could not ſin—be that is born of God ſin- 
netb not, 1 John v. 18. but that Prodigalis was 


not one of them, for he ſinned in heart, in 
thought, and in word, and was guilty of the fins 
of omiſſion and commiſſion, yea, of the fin of 
rebellion alſo, both in heart and in lip. | 
Then the plaintiff aſked if he could uſe the 
common pleas of bible ſaints. Canſt thou ſay, 
with Hezekiah, I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember 
now how I have walked before thee in truth, and with 
perfect beart, and bave done that which is good in 
thy fight, 2 Kings xx. 3. Has thy heart been per- 
fe&? has it not been altogether perverſe and fro- 


ward? and have not thy lips muttered perver ſeneſs, 


and thy tongue uſed deceit? yea, and thou haſt. 
even fled from the work of Gov. And canſt thou 


plead like Jeremiah—As for wie ] have not haftened 


from being a paſtor to follow thee ? Jer. xvii. 16. 
Thou art ſo far from being able to uſe ſuch pleas 
as theſe, that thou haſt run ſrom the work, and 


by thy peeviſh temper has caſt a ſlur upon it. 


Canſt thou ſay, Remember me, O my God, concern- 
ing this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have 
02 "0; "3 : done 
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done for the houſe of my God, and Fr the .effices 
thereof, Neh. xiii. 14. Nay, ſaid the plaintiff, thou 
haſt been at times fo far from this, that thou haſt 
ſecretly wiſhed that thou never hadſt opened thy 
mouth at all. The plaintiff farther ſhewed that 
Prodigalis had been at times ſo hot upon reli- 
gion as to -negle& ſecular buſineſs, inſtead of 
being a prudent man, and guiding his affairs with 
diſcretion, Pſalm cxii. 5. therefore could never 
uſe the common. plea of Job- f the land cry 
againſt me, or that the furrows thereof complain, let 
thiſtles grow inſtead of wheat, and rr 5 N of 
_ barley, Job xxxi. 38. 40. 
" AniMaaz. O what a malicious plaintiff— 
what a ſubtle Attorney—and what a keen ac- 
cuſer that old ſerpent is! with what diligence 
does he watch for his opportunities to tempt 
poor thoughtleſs mortals! It ſeems to be his 
whole ſtudy and anxiety ;—as the Saviour inti- 
mated to Peter, when he faid, Simon, Simon, Satan 
bath . defired to have thee, that be may ſiſt thee as 

wheat ;, but I have prayed for thee * 25 2 
Jail not, Luke xxii. 31. 

- Cusxr. To diſhonour Gop—oppoſe his gol | 
nel-=diftur his ſaints—and ruin ſinners, is his 
whole employ; however, all his accuſations 
could not ſink Prodigalis into deſpair, for he had 
got a good hope at the bottom, which is an an- 
chor of the ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, Heb: vi. 19. 
Prodigalis was perſecuted by Satan, but" not in de- 
2 7 7 he was caſt down, but not deſiroyed, 2 Cor. 
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iv. 9. Indeed, at laſt he made a very good uſe 
of Satan's accuſations; for as Satan accuſed him 
of various fins, Prodigalis began to confeſs them 
to Gop as faſt as the devil brought them forth; 
this is making the beſt of a bad matter, and 
out-ſhooting the enemy with his own bow, The 
accuſer, finding Prodigalis at this work, ſoon 
ceaſed his accuſations, and began to diſpute with 
him about his ſonſhip. The plaintiff ſhewed, 
that the ſaints of Gob in the days of old could 
work miracles, and caſt out-devils; but Prodi- 
galis was ſo far from that power that he could 
not deliver himſelf from a temptation, much leſs 
work miracles. The poor ſoul on a ſudden be- 
gan to find the word of Gob flow in upon his 
mind, and he opened his mouth againſt his 

accuſer in the following manner: 


The defendant ſheweth, that many have work - 
ed miracles that will never be ſaved; many will 
ſay in that day, LorD, Load, have we not prophe- 
lied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out devils, and 
done many wonderful works ? unto whom the Savi- 
our will ſay, I never knew you. The Egyptian 
magicians worked miracles, and yet were no 
children of Gop. Devils may work miracles, or 
lying wonders, and be devils ſtill, Many workers 
of miracles the Saviour will refuſe in the great 
day; but a pardoned ſinner, a believer in his 
name, he will never diſfown, The defendant 
ſhewed moreover, that the devil wanted the 
arten to ſatisfy him of his being the Son of 


pF 2 Gon, 


ta) 


Gov, by ſtarting an if, and deſiring a miracle: 
If thou be the Son of Gop, command that theſe ſtones 
be made bread, Matt. iv. 3. But the Saviour 
' would nor ſatisfy his adverſary by a miracle, but 
left him to doubt who he was, or to find it out: 
which Satan ſoon did, when he perceived that 
no temptation gained ground. But he felt who 
he was when he entered upon his miniſtry—caſt 
out devils—and by his own Almighty power be- 
gan to deſtroy Satan's works. 


The adverſary gaining no ground upon Prodi- 
galis by this, went back and puzzled him again 
upon the old text, He that is born of Gop finneth 
not: and here he foiled the poor man; for he 
had not a right underſtanding of that text; nor 
could he with conſcience uſe the ancient ſaints 
common pleas, On theſe two heads the plaintiff 
gained ground: therefore Prodigalis was obliged 
to turn away his ears from common pleas, and make 

uſe of them that are too ſeldom uſed, For after 
the accuſer had gained a conſiderable advantage 
of him from the text above quoted; namely, 
that he that is born of God ſinneth not, the de- 
fendant cried out, The blood of CHrIsT cleanſeth 
from all fin, 1 John i. 7. This put the accuſer to 
ſilence. The defendant finding that, produced 
another promiſe, ſaying, It is written, Bebold I give 
unto you power to tread on ſerpents and ſcorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing ſhall by 
any means burt you, Luke x. 19. This weakened 
the temptation. greatly; therefore Prodigalis 

Q4 followee 


3 232 ) 


4 - followed him up again, ſaying, It is written, My 
© beart is fixed, truſting in the Lozd: in love my 
heart is fixed; nor can all your wiles ever make 
me hate my Sovereign, or make me loyal in 
your intereſt : therefore I am upon the rock; 


and it is written, That the gates of bell ſhall not 4 | 


prevail againſt it, Matt. xvi. 18. Jt is wwritten, 
n i written, gives a terrible blow to the accuſer : 


be cannot ſtand the ſword of the Spirit, nor the 


power of the Saviour, who is the ſinner's only 
plea. No falſehood can ſtand the touch of ce - 
« Jeftial temper,” ſays Milton. 


AniMAAZ. It is a bleſſed thing to be well ; in- 
ſtructed in the word of Gob: the word of truth 
is both ſword and ſhield. It is through the com. 
forts of the ſcriplures we bave hope. The Bible 
ſhould be read by every believer as the will of his 


+ heavenly Father, in which lays his vaſt inherit- 


ance; ſecured by abſolute and unconditional 
' promiſes, which were made to Carisr, and to 
us in him, and all ratified with a divine ou and 
Amen. 
The whole covenant of promiſe that was made 
with the Saviour, and all the promiſes and bleſſ- 
ings of that covenant were given by the Father 
to the Son, and by the Son to us: For I have 
given them the words which thou gaveſt me, and they 
have recejved them, and have known ſurely that 1 
" came out from thee; and they have believed that thou 

dia ſend me, John xvii. 8. And all theſe cove= 
, vant mie and — will be found in the 
1 church 
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church in th great day, when the earth — all 
her works will be burnt up: yea, when all books 
are burnt up, Bibles and all, the Spirit of Go, 


Wa. 


* 


and the word of God, will then be found in the | 


church of ChRIsT. As for me, this is my covenant 
with them, ſaith the Lozp ; my Spirit that is upon 
thee, and my words which. I have put in thy mouth, 
ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
f thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, 
faith the Loxp, from benceforth and for ever, Ia. 
lix. 21. Thus the word and the Spirit will re- 
turn in the church unto God, the fountain of all 
divine happineſs, and the eternal centre from 
whom every bleſſing came to the church, and in 
whom they all muſt terminate with the church, 


The great and grand end that the Al- : 


mighty aimed at in his great works is, That in the 
ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding riches of his 


grace, in bis kindneſs toward us through Cn luer : 
Ixsus, Eph. ii. 7. The word and Spirit, which 


are compared to rain, ſhall never leave the world 
till all the ele& are called, made fruitful, and 
meetened for glory by it. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither ;, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, and 
bread to the eater , ſo ſhall my word be that goetb 


&ferib ont of my mouth, it ſhall not return unto me void. 
"but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall n 
proſper in the thing whereto I ſend it, Iſa, Iv. 10, 11. 


Pray, obſerve the above text; the end of a 


| Gower | 
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er is to glve bread to the eater; fo atk 3 
word and Spirit, compared thereto, is to make 
us, being many, one bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. that as 
the /bewy bread, or the bread of faces, was ſet on the 
golden table in the moſt holy place every Sabbath 
day; even ſo ſhall Gop's elect be preſented (not 
like Ephraim, à cake not turned, Hoſea vii. 8. but 
perfectly leavened by the Holy Ghoſt) in the 
Preſence of Gop ; to the glory, honour, pleaſure, 
and ſatisfaction of every attribute of Gop, who 


in the end will be all in all; when the eternal 


Sabbath (of which the Jewiſh was a ſign) ſhall 
arrive. ef 
O how ſweet is the word of God ! and what a 
pity that ſo many real Chriſtians are ſo little ac- 
quainted with it, What profound myſteries does 
it ſometimes diſcloſe, when we can read it in the 
language of our own heart's experience, and feel 
its divine force and operations, as the bleſſed 
45 is pleaſed to move on thoſe boly waters of 
the ſanctuary. 
It is in peruſing the word that we . | 
with the Father in his ſecret decrees and purpoſes; 
with the bleſſed Redeemer in his great undertak- 
ings, ſufferings, and ſoul-comforting diſcourſes ; 
and with the bleſſed Spirit, who ſpoke by the 
| patriarchs, prophets, and apoſtles. Yea, I have 
often found the ſweeteſt companions, and the 
greateſt company, when I have been alone. 
Ic is by the Spirit's operation, by the bond of 
love, by a unity a a and by a unity of 
| | the 
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the faith of God's elect, that we come to the e 


afſembly and church of the firſt-born which are uri. 


ten in heaven. It is by our arraignment and juſti- 
fication that we come to Gap ihe Judge ef all; and 
by the Spirit's operation that we come to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect. Believing in Jzsus for 
life and ſalvation, is coming to the Mediator of | the 
| mew covenant: and receiving the atonement: by 
faith, is coming to the blood of ſprinkling that 
ſpeaketh. better W than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 
23,24 

O how I love a Bible Chriſtian ! A believer 


ah is not a conſtant reader of his Bible is 


like a ſoldier without arms. The reaſon of ſo 
many being led aſtray into all manner of errors 
1s, becauſe they take their religion up upon truſt, 


and ſo fix their faith on the wiſdom of men, inſtead 


of the power of Gop, CnrisT tells us to ſearch 


the ſcriptures. The prophet ſays, To the law and 
to the teſtimony ; if they ſpeak not according to 'this 
word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. And 

in Job we are commanded to pray for di- 
vine teaching: What I know not leach thou 


I will never believe that ſo many would be led 


to credit the doctrines of Univerſaliſts, if they 


were convinced of the neceſſity of divine teach- 


ing, and led to receive it from the Bible. They 
would find no univerſal grace, nor univerſal re- 
demprtion there: nor is there any ſigns of it in 


the world at preſent; for its inhabitants ſeem to 


Set 


came boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
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get worſe and Worſe. But do give me a little 
further account of Prodigalis. 


Cuysni. The advocates for 3 ae 


power, and univerſal grace, may extend their 
. own pity and compaſſion as far as they pleaſe: but 


divine grace and mercy are the properties and 
pterogatives of Goo: and therefore they have 


no right nor warrant to be fo profuſe and laviſh 


with that which is not their own, But to pro- 
ceed. After Prodigalis had put his accuſer, to 
filence with the force of truth, theſe words were 
applied with power to his mind, Let us therefore 


mercy and find grace to belp in time of need, Heb. 


iv. 16. This was a reproof to Prodigalis, who 
had neglected that moſt bleſſed duty and privi- 


lege of prayer. It was likewiſe to encourage him 
in future, And the latter part of the text con- 
vinced him that he would often ſtand in need of 
mercy and help; and that if he would have thoſe 


bleſſings he muſt pray for them. He obeyed the 


invitation ; and ſet his face to ſeek Go by prayer 
and ſupplication, though it was with much ſbame 


and confuſion of face at firſt : for his unbelief, his 


cowardice, his murmuring, and his omitting 
prayer, reading, ſpeaking, and hearing the word, 


all ſtared him in the face. The Lozp will not be 
neglected nor: lighted without giving us his ſen- 


ſible diſapprobation of it. The Lon p's look upon 
Peter conveyed both reproof and Pity z and Peter 
{hk both, when be wept bitterh. ee cha 

But 
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But notwithſtanding all the faults of poor Pro- 


digalis, the bleſſed Saviour viſited him again 
with his great ſalvation, and ſealed pardon and 


peace home on his heart afreſh, to let him know 


that peace ſhould be multiplied z which ſo eſtabliſhed 


his faith in the unchangeable love of Gop, that 


he was ready to ſay in this his proſperity, My 
mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong I ſhall never be moved. 


Satan now diſappeared, and Prodigalis went on 


again in the work and worſhip of the Loxo; and, 
if poſſible, he ſhined brighter, was more humble, 
and more uſeful in it than uſual. It was with 
Prodigalis, in a meaſure, as it was with his Maſ- 

ter; After Satan had ended all the temptations, I- 
zus returned in the power of the Spirit; and ſo did 
he: for he brought many. comfortable diſeourſes 
out of this fiery trial; and was more capable of 


ſympathizing with, and ſuccouring the "Soma a 


than ever he had been before. 


Aumaaz. Of all fathers, and of all friends, of 
all parental and conjugal affections, there is none 


that bears the leaſt reſemblance to that love and 
pity that flows to penitent ſinners from the Father 
of all mercies, and Gob of all comfort through Jzsus 
Carisr. It is ſo affecting to me, that I never 
can feel it without the Mepeſt contrition; nor 


can I even hear of the manifeſtation” of it to 


others, without finding my head furniſhed with was 


ter, and mine ches a fountain of tears, God the 
| Father's love, and the ſufferings of Jzsus CHRIS 


to PrAcure ſo great ſalvation for the greateſt of 
ſinners, 
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| Gnners, when applied by the Holy Ghoſt, ſtrikes 
a man dead to fin, and to all the world. A foul 


in ſpiritual union with the Saviour, and fayoured 
with a believing view of the benefits of his 


death, with a feeling ſenſe of his intereſt in it, 
and with the enjoyment of pardon and peace pro- 


cured by it, receives ſo deep an impreſſion of 
divinity, and feels ſo weighty a ſenſation, that if 
it were to continue, it would be impoſſible for an 
human ſoul in this life to ſuſtain it. The ſoul 
diſſolves in it as an ointment; all company is 
burdenſome; and the body would be ſo neglected, 
that it would not be able to contain its heavenly 
inhabitant. Hence it is, that we ſo often feel 
ſtrong conflicts before we receive theſe kind in- 
dulgences, and have them generally counterba- 
lanced with ſome ſucceeding affliction, which is 
to keep the ſoul in an even ſcale; it being part 
earthly and part heavenly. And it may be ob- 
ſerved, that the draft is daily felt in one or 
other of theſe balances. | 
Go on, my brother. - Lou muſt excuſe my 
breaking in upon you; for when any part of the 
narrative of Prodigalis agrees with my own ex- 
perience of the Saviour's great mercy to me, my 
bowels yearn, and myH 
am obliged therefore to imitate Elihu, Speak, that 


T may be eaſed. 


Cusn. Why, Prodigalis, after this, went on 
in a very comfortable and ſucceſsful way; and 


for a conſiderable time ſeemed well eſtabliſned, 
and 
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and was eminently uſeful; and as he was re- 
markably fond of ſtudy, and private retirement, 
he kept up a cloſe communion with his Gop; 
and being of an heavenly mind, his pleaſing 
element was divine meditation; theſe, with the 
deep experience of his heart, furniſhed him both 
' with word and power for the miniſterial work, bet- 
ter than all the univerſities and academies in the 
world, A graceleſs collegian underſtood no 
more of his celeſtial oratory than Prodigalis did 
of Arabic, 


In proceſs of time it happened that various 


errors began to ſpread and gain ground in thoſe 


parts where his miniſterial work lay; and as 
Prodigalis had not been ſuffered to ſtumble into 
any of thoſe errors, he was at a loſs for argu- 
ment to oppoſe them. Several of the falſe am- 
baſſadors challenged and often diſputed with 
Prodigalis; you know there are none more dar- 
ing, more confident, or more bold, than thoſe 
that are hardened under the goſpel, and blinded 
by the devil. In order to furniſh himſelf with 


weapons for theſe champions, Prodigalis took to 


reading ſeveral books of their tenets, that he 
might dive into their errors, and overthrow 
their arguments. This dry, barren, and ſoul- 
deſtroying ſtudy, ſoon brought Prodigalis from 
his heavenly mindedneſs ; and the ſweet refreſhing 
dew that uſed daily to fall on his ſoul was ſen- 


fibly withheld, Theſe books brought an heavy 


gloom on his mind, which beclouded his under- 
, ſtanding; 
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ſtanding; and ſome of their ſubtle, cunning, 
artful, crafty, and ſophiſtical arguments, at times 
puzzled his judgment, though his heart and 
ſoul heaved with indignation + the whole of 
their works. 5 
Now was the time for Satan to work again 3 
and as Prodigalis had been a little lifted up 
through the abundance of the revelations, ſome 
of theſe errors was a thorn in his fleſh, and as 
meſſengers of Satan they buffeted bim (which Gop 
permitted), left be ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 
2 Cor. xii. 7. The devil ſet in with many 
of thoſe errors, and gained a ſecond advantage 
over him, until by buffeting his mind, by ſug- 
geſting theſe errors perpetually to him, he ſenſi- 
bly wounded” Prodigalis in his judgment, filled 
his ſoul with confuſion, and kept truth and falſe- 
- hood in a perpetual debate on his mind. This 
withered all his joys, baniſhed peace and com- 
fort from his heart, and left him to bemoan a 
ſenſible ſuſpenſion of ſpiritual life and divine 
cConſolation. 

AHIMAAaZ. O how dangerous are erroneous 
books! What havoc have they made in the 
church of Chnisrl They are nets which the 
Loxp permits the infernal fowler to ſpread, in 
order to catch. hypocrites, who receive not the 
truth in the love of it, and to humble ſome of 
his own children, who, inſtead of truſting in the 
Lond with all their hearts, lean 100 much to their 
own v underfanding. | | 

. | Prodigalis 
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Prodigalis had no buſineſs to fiſh in any ſuch 
waters, but to dive deeper and deeper into the 
myſtery and ſpirit of God's truth: truth is ſuffi- 
cient both for ſhield and buckler, Let a man arm 
himſelf with this, and through grace he will be 
able to ſtand and withſtand, Nothing over- 
throws error like plain and ſimple truth brought 
from Gop by prayer; and the knowledge of it, 
the experience of it, and the practice of it inſiſted 

on by the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Thele 
things, delivered by one who has an experience 
of them, attended with a ſolemn appeal to Gop 
and conſcience, carry all before them, except 
the preſumptuous, whom God in juſt judgment, 
and to their own deſtruction, permits, like Janes 

and Jambres, imperiouſlly to ſtand their ground. 
For my part, I hate to ſee a young Chriſtian 
trying the ſtrength of his judgment by an erro- 
neous book, or an erroneous miniſtry. I always 
think it is a daring preſumptuous tempting of 
Gop, and provoking of him to leave us expoſed + 
to the temptations of the devil, as a proof of his 
diſapprobation, and a juſt reproof for our pre- 
ſumption. Al that ever came before me, ſaith the 
Saviour, were thieves and robbers z but the ſheep did 
not bear them, John x. 8. And many ſuch thieves 
and robbers are yet to come; and we are com- 
manded not to follow them: And Jesus anſwered 
and ſaid unto them, Take heed that no man deceive 
you : for many ſhall come in my name, ſaying, I am 
CnaRisT, and ſhall deceive many, Matth. xxiv. 
4» 5» And many falſe prophets ſhall ariſe, and 
” R | ſhall 
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foalt "IF many, Matth. xxiv. Ir. Co ne; 
after them, ner follow them, Luke xvii. 23: Take 

'. beed how ye bear. Beware of the leaven of the 
Phariſees and of the Sadducees, which is bypacriſy. 
All theſe are warnings and cautions that we ſhould 
not tempt Gop. He commands us to beware of 
deps, Phil. iii. 2. and not to be ſo fond of taking 
them by the ears, Prov. xxvi. 17. 


The Loa p grant that I may ever exerciſe my 
mind in the knowledge of good, arid not ſtudy 
the myſteries of ſpiritual wickedneſs, Eph. vi. 12. 
Adam and Eve were happy while they knew only 
good ; but when they attained to the knowledge 
of evil, they ſoon found the © knowledge of evil 
<«« pot, and of good loſt,” as ſaith the learned 

Milton : and ſo many happy ſouls have found it 
ſince, by diving into the infernal myſteries of 
ghoſtly iniquity. Ir is Ife eternal to know Gov, 
and Jtsus CnrisT whom he hath ſent; while on 
the other hand, the devils, who are maſters of 
arts with reſpect to their knowledge of the myſ- 
teries of iniquity, are as far from happineſs as 
divine felicity can place them. Some indeed 
read all forts of authors, in order to obtain the 
right knowledge of Gop, and the way of ſalva- 
tion, by human means. And we may ſay of 
them, as a great apoſtle ſaith, They are ever learn- 
ing, but never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. The Star of Jacob can never be found out 
by a teleſcope: nor can a faving knowledge bf 
Gop be obtained by all the lines of practical phi- 
loſophy. The man into whole heart Gop ſhines 

knows 
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knows him, but no other. For Gop, who com- 
manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, bath ſbined 
into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Ixsus Cunisr, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. This is the only revealed way that 
a ſaving knowledge of Gop can be attained in: 
philoſophical rules are wholly excluded in this 
matter: Beware Jeſt any man ſpoil you through phi- 
 laſopby and vain. deceit; after the traditions of nen, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
CurisT; Col. ii. 8. 
_ Cvsar.'I much admire your aſſertions. Divine 
knowledge muſt be ſought with a ſuppliant knee 
at a throne of grace: to ſeek it any other way is 
a contempt of the revealed will of Gop, and an 
attempt to be wiſe above what is written, And 
the farther: they go to find out Gop by human 
means, the deeper they fink into error. To 
meaſure divine perfections, and divine conduct, 
by human lines, and tracing all from the proper 


centre, down to the bar of depraved and unre- 


newed reaſon, is puzzling the human foul in her 
fallen ſtate, and loading her rationality with a 
burden, under which ſhe is ſure (without divine 
aid) to fink. _ 

When any child of God meets with a difficult 
text of ſcripture, difficult experience, or provi- 
dence, how is his mind burdened, until by hum- 
ble prayer he caſt it off, or reſolve it in the 
ſovereign will of his Gop; which when done, his 
es reſume their uſual vigour, and he moves 
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ſweetly in his heavenly ſphere; and by theſe 
things he finds that Gop lays no more on him 
than he enables him to bear. 

Many have been drowned in error, open pro- 
fanity, deſpondency, deſpair, deſtruction, and 
perdition, by attempting the knowledge of Infi- 
nite Divinity by human wiſdom, inſtead of ſub- 
mitting human wiſdom to that which is divine 
and infinite. Ibo can find out the Almighty to 
perfection? it is higher than heaven, and deeper than 

Bell; broader than the earth, and wider than the ſea, 
Job xi. 7, 8, 9. It has puzzled many of the 
learned naturaliſts in the world to unfold the 
myſteries of the thunder, and thoſe ſtrange phez- 
nomenas the burning mountains. In theſe things 
they are juſt as much at an uncertainty as Moore's 
Almanac is in its predictions, from the aſpects of 
the planets, concerning the weather, which, from 
the beſt obſervations that I have made, have hi- 
therto been contrary to the events produced by 
Providence. 

The real believer, when he hath conſidered 
his frame, can with humble adoration ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
And with reſpect to the works of creation, and 
all the myſteries of nature, he can admire their 
Author, and ſay, In wiſdom haſt thou made them 

But to proceed, This was one of the moſt 
puzzling trials that ever Prodigalis had met 
with; for when the arch enemy had gained an 

| | ad van- 
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advantage over him, and blinded his underſtand- 
ing, there was not a myſtery in the Bible but he 
put his if to, and attempted to raiſe doubts in 
his mind about, The myſtery of the Trinity ; the 
wonderful myſtery of our Lox D's incarnation and 
eſſential divinity ; the veracity and authenticity of 
the Bible; the exiſtence of Jenovan; and even the 
exiſtence of fallen angels, was not left out of the 
dreadful diſpute ; though Prodigalis had ſenſibly 
felt the power, and wonderfully ſeen the work- 
ings of all things then in debate. O how care- 
ful ſhould a child of Gop be to avoid theſe 
things! How many have gone limping and 
halting to their graves, broken in judgment, 
barren in ſoul, fruitleſs in life, and confuſed in 
mind, only by reading erroneous books! 

This trial effectually cured Prodigalis of that 
diſeaſe. After this he ated like thoſe in the 
Acts; And many that believed came, and confeſſed, 
and ſhewed their deeds. Many of them alſo which 
uſed curious arts, brought their books together," and 
burned them before all men : and they counted the 
price of them, and found it fifty thouſand pieces of 
filver : ſo mighty grew the word of GoD and pre- 
vailed, Acts xix. 18, 19, 20. Ancient books of 
curious arts, and modern books of curſed errors, 
are both of one lineage; all came from one in- 
fernal ſource, and lead to the ſame infernal end. 
Embracing of an error is receiving of a lie, and 
holding of a lie is certain deſtruction. And there 


Hall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, 
R 4 neither 
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neither whatſoever worketh- abomination, or maketh a 


lie ; but they which are written in the . book of 
He, Rev. xxi. 27. 


AniMaaz. I have no doubt but that fiery trial 
cured Prodigalis of that diſeaſe. It was with him 
as it was with the Jews; they. were in general 
doating upon idols until their Babyloniſh capti- 
vity; but the commandment of the king of Ba- 
bylon in the plains of Dura, Dan. iii 1. was a Tuf- 
ficient purge to cleanſe them: at their return 
Ephraim was heard to ſay, What bave I to do any 
more with idols? Hoſea xiv. 8. 

Cusar. It was for many months that Prodi- 
galis lay in that confuſed and bewildered ſtate ; 
and yet, at the ſame time, never advanced in 
public one ſentence but what was point blank 
againſt thoſe errors that his mind was haraſſed 
with; but ſurely nothing but an experience of 
a work of grace, and the mighty power of Gop, 
can ever keep a ſoul ſound in the truth through 
ſuch ſtrange, myſterious, and confuſed wander- 
ings. However, it was an humbling leſſon to 
Prodigalis, which none but Gop and himſelf 
knew; and the application of this text ſunk him 
into a very ſtrange frame of mind ; Hear ye, and 
give ear; be not proud; for the Lok o hath ſpoken, 
Give glory to the Loxb yiur Gon, before be cauſe 

darkneſs, and beſore your feet ſtumble upon the dark 
mountains; and while ye look for light, be turn it 
into the ſhadow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs, 
Jer. xiii. 15, 16. Nor was it without a deal of 


hard 
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hard wreſtling with God in prayer that he got 
deliverance; Gop made him feel the binding 
effects of error, that he might be ſatisfied with 
the knowledge of truth, and not launch into 
the perilous deep of confuſion, where there is no 
anchorage. | 


The firſt text that came as a prelude to his 
deliverance was, They alſo that erred in ſpirit ſhall 
come to undetſtanding, and they that murmured ſhall 
learn doctrine, Ila. xxix. 24. The bleſſed Re- 
deemer appeared again, and ſet matters to rights 
both in his conſcience and judgment, but yet 
left him for ſome yeats to feel a ſenſible breach 
in his ſpirit, which ſerved as a mark for Satan to 
caſt his darts at. This-was to convince him, that 
he had diſpleaſed the Lord in his curious diving 
into the infernal depths of Satan, which Prodi- 
gatis was ſenſible of. Yet in the end it turned 
out to ſome good effect. For after this he was 
very ſelf-diffident; very earneſt in cautioning 
others againſt error; and ſaw that nothing but a 
real experience of the truth, and a living faith 
in omnipotent power, could ever keep any 
ſoul in ſuch a fiery trial. From this time he be- 
came a molt zealous reprover and oppoſer of 
error; which gave diſguſt to many who were 

intire ſtrangers to his conflicts, and therefore al- 
together ignorant of his inward ſufferings, and 
of the wretched bitterneſs that had been commu- 
nicated to his mind. Many of his hearers 
n him, and condemned his ſpirit, his zeal, 


R 4 EXPE» 


6 28 ) 

experience, and miniſtry. But ſoon after, Gop 
permitted a few of them to feel the ſame; which 
| ſerved to quench their love to theſe miniſters of 
falſchood, and led them to prize the truth the 
more, and thoſe that are zealous advocates for 
it; ſuch as theſe afterwards became his moſt 
ſtedfaſt and moſt faithful friends. They began 
to find and feel the worth of him as an inſtru- 
ment; and were fully perſuaded, that if Gon 
ſhould remove him they would ſenſibly feel their 
loſs. However, by ſome of no experience, his 
zeal was condemned as a bad ſpirit; his levelling 
the force of truth againſt errors, was called per- 
ſonal reflections ; and his cloſe attachment to his 
own teſtimony was called ſingularity : and if, by 
following the divine tuition of Gop, he ſtept but 
one inch from the rules of commentators, he was 
charged with being erroneous, though none of 
his enemies could prove him a miniſter of error 
Either in life, or dofrine. 


AniMaaz, Every ſaint (as Job ſays) muſt ſee 
God for himſelf and not for another : they muſt re- 
ceive their goſpel from Gop by the power of his 
Spirit, if they preach ſo as to ſave themſelves and 
them that hear them. The apoſtle could boaſt, that 
the goſpel that he preached was not afier man; 
that he learned it not of man, neither was he taught 
it but by the revelation of Jesus CarisT, Gal. i. 12. 
It is a moſt daring piece of wickedneſs to oppoſe 
a man in his own perſonal teſtimony for Gop, 
when he is able to prove it to be conſonant with 


the 
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the ſcriptures, and ſupports it by the ſame. For 
my part, I believe that all whom the Loa p ſends 
into his vineyard to labour, can give ſome ac- 
count of the reaſon of the hope that is in them: 
but there are ſome ſent out by diſſenting: acade- 
mies, and from our univerſities, who! pretend 
they are ſent, or inwardly moved by, the Holy 
Ghoſt to take that office upon them: but they 
take pretty good care never to inform the church 
of Gob at large how that inward moving was 
begun and carried on in them : and what is ſtill 
worſe, they often oppoſe thoſe that can. 

God is a ſovereign, and he will proclaim it; 
and I much queſtion, if ever he leaves the earth 
without ſome witneſs or other, who will be 
deemed by ſome an irregular, and by others a 
bipotted diſſenter. To monopolize the goſpel, or 
confine it to any party or ſet of men, is like 
making an hedge round a cuckow, in order to 
detain her all the winter. 

 Cosnr. I have heard of late that ſome have 
expunged the book of Eſther from their ſtudies 
as nothing but a dry hiſtory, not canonical ; 
though the whole contents of it are the ſufferings 
of the church, the ſalvation of Gop's elect, the 
fulfilment of prophecies, and the experience of 
Gop's favourites; all which harmonize exactly 

with all the other ſacred books of ſcripture. _ 
However, Prodigalis ſtedfaſtly taught the 
doctrines that Gop had applied to his heart; he 
enforced the power that himſelf had felt; and 


endea- 
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endeavoured, according to his light received, to 
back it with the word of Gop. Nor were his la- 
bours in vain; Gop owned it to the ſalvation of 
many ſouls; nor did he ever, after this ſharp trial, 
2 with a vain curioſity into the myſteries of Sa 

The Bible, and the books of good men, 
were ſufficient to ſatisfy him; and I wiſh that 
every child of Gop were contented with the 
ſame. 

After this fiery trial he did not mount ſo un- 
commonly high in his joys as uſual; but he 
walked in a more ſteady faith and frame of mind; 
not ſo eaſily caſt down as formerly, nor lifted up 
to ſuch an amazing height in divine raptures. In 
ſhort, the devil could neither deſtroy his hope, 
nor prevail with him to doubt of his intereſt in 
the Saviour: yet he travelled on with much 
brokenneſs of heart before Gop, and laboured 
hard under a daily ſenſe of his manifold infirmi- 
ties. 5 | 


AniMaaz. I have often found my mind fen- 
ſibly injured and wounded only by the rehearſal 

of an error, and the ſophiſtical garb in which an 
advocate for the devil has ſwaddled it up, in 
order to degrade the truth of Gow, and deceive 
the hearts of the ſimple, which is hg wonder ; 
for it is the juſt that the devil aims to 1njure ; he 
| Hath the wicked in his own poſſeſſion. Hence it 
is that he cannot deceive the godly without blend- 
ing the truth with his lies; and the more truth 
the more taking, as 12 be ſeen in the word of 


. | a Gon. 
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Gop. The temptation that he brought to Eve 
had ſome of Gop's word in it; and ſo had that 
which he brought to the Saviour: though both 
were perverted ſo as to lead to preſumption 
for in all Satan's turnings and windings he al- 
ways purſues one end, which 1s, the promotion of 
his own kingdom, to the diſhonour of Gop in the 
deſtruction of ſouls, 

O how many are there in this day, and ſome 
that I perſonally know, who have been ſeduced 
from a tolerable profeſſion of the goſpel, and 

from an apparent reformation, only by reading 
the curſed ſyſtems of error, which to this day 

are ſo harneſſed with it, that, as the prophet ſays, 
Truth 15 fallen, and equity cannot enter, Up. Ts 15. 
the deluſion is ſo ſtrong. 

Such proſelytes will add to the torments of thoſe 
who have left their curſed traps behind them: and 

as they have appeared as blind leaders in this 
world, they will appear ſupreme in miſery in the 
next. Such men die not in their own fin only, 
Numb. xxvii. 3. but they have entailed the fins 
and deſtruction of thouſands on the ſcore of their 
own ſouls; having Hut up the kingdom of heaven 
againſt men; not entering themſelves, nor Ju uffering 
others 1o enter. 

I have ſeen erroneous men in ſuch a light as 
can never be deſcribed : but the great day will 
reveal it: the whole myſtery of iniquity ſhall be 
diſcovered by the brightneſs of the Lord's rifing, 
and be conſumed with the breath of bis lips. 


Cusnr. 
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Cusnr. However, this is a comfort, that 
though it be ſaid, ir it were poſſible they ſhall decerve 
the very ele ; yet that little if is worth a thouſand 
worlds; for it renders it an impoſſibility for a 
choſen veſſel to be finally deceived: and ſurely 
Prodigalis is a living witneſs of this truth: and 
this trial of his cured his ears of their itching, 
and convinced him of the need of ſtudying and 
| ſticking cloſe to the book of Gop. He found 
that error, as well as the leaſt tranſgreſſion, made 
ſad breaches in his comfortable union and com- 
munion with his ever bleſſed Saviour; which is 
the life and ſoul of all real religion. And indeed 
he found it no eaſy work to obtain it again; 
which when obtained made him prize it the 
more, and made him the more fearful to of- 
fend. ; 

AniMaaz. For my part I have not a doubt 
but theſe things were made uſeful to him in his 
future miniſtry : for as he had ſenſibly felt the 
bondage and confuſion of error, it muſt ſerve as 
a ſpur to his future zeal in oppoſing error with the 


force of truth, becauſe his own ſoul had felt the 
wretched effects of it. 

Cus gi. Indeed all things work together for good 
to them that Iove Gob, and are the called according 
to bis purpoſe. But Chaser tells us to take heed 
bow we hear : and Prodigalis had ſeen that text 
in its true meaning, and obediently took- the 
caution ; and was effectually convinced, that no- 
thing leſs than an heart felt experience of the 
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truth, the teachings of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
Lox p's ſupporting hand, could ever keep a man 
found in the faith, when ſtrongly oppoſed either 
by the devil or his agents. 


 AniMaaz. And was the latter part of his life 
ſmooth and even? Did he continue ſtedfaſt in his 


teſtimony, and induſtrious in the e of the 
word ? 


Cosni. He od gedlalt, for aught I 
know, to this day: but as for an even path, I 


believe that ſeldom laſts long with ſuch an one as 


he. When a man has been deſperately wicked 
from his youth, and accuſtomed to many evil 
practices; if ſuch an one be called by grace, he 
has his old beſetting ſins to ſtruggle with; they 
will purſue him: and although the goodneſs of 
Gop is ſo great as to keep bim by bis mighty power, 
through faith unto ſalvation; yet his old habitual 
cuſtoms the devil often brings ſtrongly to his 
mind. And if theſe are indulged, even but in 
thought, divine comforts are oft abated. Againſt 
theſe he long prayed, and at times thought he 
greatly prevailed : but to his ſorrow he ſtill feels, 
that when he would do good evil is preſent with him. 
He often envied thoſe who had been kept from 
the vices and follies of childhood and youth; 
judging that they had not ſuch habitual cuſtoms 
of evil to grapple with, as thoſe that have run 
with the reins on their own necks into an open 
courſe of wickedneſs. He always ſaid, that the 
h LN | | beſt 
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beſt antidote againſt the troubleſome thoughts 
of vanity was—labouring i in the miniſtry, private 
ſtudy, private meditation, private prayer, private 
communion with Gop, and ſpiritual converſation 
with ſound and lively Chriſtians, In theſe things 
he delighted as in his moſt pleaſing element. But 
he was very cautious not to ſtand in the way of 
finners; nor yet, in any diſpute with the wicked 
or erroneous, give up one ſingle article of the 
teſtimony that God had applied to his heart; 
finding it ſo conſiſtent with the unerring word of 
Gop, which muſt ever be our rule. Prodigalis 
knew that tbe prudent were crowned with knowledge z 
and that crown we mult not give up. Hold faſt 
that which thou haſt, that no man take * Crown, hs 

the Saviour. i 


Amwaaz. Thoſe fouls lute are 1 in thei? 
youth from an open courſe of wickedneſs, have 
not thoſe cutting and bitter reflections, when 
brought under convictions, that the vile and vi- 
cious have: yet I have often obſerved, that their 
former legality has ſtuck as cloſe to their ſouls to 
keep them in bondage, as the bad practices of 
others do to bring them into ſin. I myſelf was kept 
very upright and moral through all the days of 
my natural ſtate, to outward appearance: but 
alas! Gob ſees not as man ſees; man looks at ihe 
outward appearance, but Gop looketh on the heart, 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. and ſo I found it, for my ſelf-ſuf- 
ficiency, ſelf-righteouſneſs, and legal pride. 

+6 ftheſe 
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theſe heart ſins were as deteſtable in the eyes of 
the Loxp as the open profanity even of Prodi- 
galis himſelf. And although his arraignment 
and trial was dreadful to paſs through, yet his 
wonderful deliverance afforded as ſtrong a con- 


ſolation as the other did a grievous afflic- 
tion. 


Beſides, my brother, you know that none but 
the elect are called: Vbom be did predeſtinate, 
theſe be alſo called. And the elect are all known 
of Gop : Whom be did foreknow, them be did predeſ- 
 tinate, This being the caſe, the bounds of their 
habitation, the place and rime of their converſion, 
yea, the manner how, and even the mouth made 
choice of, Acts xv. 7. in order to convey the word 
of life to their converſion, is all fore-appointed, 
and immutably fixed in the eternal decree. There- 
fore, whether their life, in their unconverted ſtate, 
be openly wicked, or legally upright, 5 is ac- 
cording to divine permiſſion. 


The apoſtle Paul was a choſen veſſel, thovgh 
he went ſuch a ſingular length in perſecuting the 
ſaints even unto death, Gop permitted him to 
go thus far, that in the converſion of ſuch a man 
it might be proclaimed to the world, what free 
and irreſiſtible grace could do: Howbeit, for this 
cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt Jesus CHRIST 
might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to 
155 which ſhould bereafter * on him to life ever- 
laſting, 1 Tim. i. 16, 


Cuskt. 
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Cusn. AH thoſe things are true; yet for my 
part I would rather have been kept from open 
vice in my natural ſtate, than have been per- 
mitted to fall into it. Our Lord takes notice 
of this in Peter, who according to his own ac- 
count had walked in laſeiviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of 
wine, revelli nes, banquetings, and abominable idola- 
tries, 1 Pet. iv. 3. I ſay the Lexp takes notice of 
this; and well he might: Yerily, verily, 1 ſay 
unto thee | Peter], when thou waſt young thou pird- 
edt thyſelf, and walked whither thou wouldeſt ; but 
when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ftretch forth thy ” 
bands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee 

swhither thou wouldeſs not, John xxi. 18. Such 

poor miſerable ſinners as Peter, Prodigalis, and 
myſelf, have a deal to ſuffer; and though Gop 
doth abundantly pardon, Iſa. lv. 7. yet ſuch can- 
not forgive themſelves: the thoughts of their 
wretched wicked life, and of the abuſe of Gop's 
long-ſuffering mercy, is cauſe of much mourn- 
ing in ſecret. But eternal election to life ſweetens 
all. For ſuch can often look back and ſee that 
the affliting hand of Gop hath often been upon 
them, and his preventing or delivering hand hath 
often been with them, even from the cradle. 
led Epbraim (ſaid Gop), but be knew it not. —I 
girded thee [Cyrus], though thou haſt not known me, 
Ifa. xlv. 5. In ſhort, all the elect may ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, Thou baſt been with me from my mo- 
ther's womb : or with Jacob, Gab bath fed me all 


my life long unto this day. 
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'  AuitMaaz. I am ſure I can ſay the ſame. For 
nawrikifiending: my outward ſhew of religion, 
I felt perpetually the accuſations of a guilty con- 
ſcience ;/ and I knew that I indulged myſelf in 
many ſecret ſins, which both Gop and conſci- 
ence were privy to. Thus I can ſee that Gop 
gave me many a check, even in my blind ſtate; 
In ſhort, both the Phariſee and the Publican are 
dead in ſoul until quickened by grace: the 
painted ſepulchre, and the /ow in the mire, are both 
of a piece, and both on a level, under the law, 
and both in unbelief, and conſequently both in a 
ſtate of condemnation. And this Gop often 
made me feel by many ſecret laſhes of conſcience. 
For I knew that I was not that man in heart that 
I appeared to be in life: and as a confounded 
and abaſhed hypocrite I have often ſtood at the 
bar of my own conſcience; for I knew that all 
my works and ſhew of religion was only to be 
ſeen of men: And bow can ſuch believe, who re- 
ceive honour one of another, and ſeek not the' bonour © 
that cometh from Gop only? John v. 44. The 
beſt of men in a ſtate of nature, when once Gop 
| begins to work on their ſouls, are like the ante- 

diluvians, between two floods—the inundations 1 
guilt—and the floodgates of wrath. —But do tel 
me how Prodigalis went on after his laſt 

trial. ä 


Cusn. For ſome. time his communion «ith 
his Loxp was cloſe and ſweet; and while this 
10 8 was 
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was enjoyed, his diſcourſes were very heavenly and 
Tapturous z infomuch that poor diſtreſſed and 
doubting ſouls could get nothing under him; he 
was too high for them, and too much filled with _ 
the joys of heaven to come down to their dif- 
agreeable feelings; for you know it is out of the 
abundance of the heart that the mouth fpeaketh: 
therefore the poor weaklings of the flock could 

only bear witneſs to the light of his countenance, 
and envy him his happineſs. He preached up 
holineſs likewiſe to a very high pitch; inſomuch 
that you would have thought at at times that he had 
beet perfect. 

 Aninaaz, If that was the caſe, poor bro- 
ken-hearted ſinners, and thoſe buffeted by the 
devil, could get but little ſympathy from him. 
For tempted ſouls, that are labouring under the 
plague of their own heart, think themſelves as 
far from holineſs as Satan himſelf ; when. at the 
ſame time it is the quickening and Wanting 85 


power of the Holy Ghoſt that makes them fi 
and ſee the evil of their hearts. I have heard 


men preach as if divine holineſs were to be pro- 


duced and put in practice by fleſh and blood. 
They call for heart holineſs, family holineſs, life 
holineſs, inſomuch that 1 have gone groaning 


home, and crying out, I have no holineſs at 
all. 


Cusnt. Yes z and FEA are many ann 
* Phariſces in the world, that are deſtitute 
| of 


- 
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of the Spirit of God, who yet appear in all that 
outward. garb of holineſs that ſuch: call for. I 


have heard people preach up holineſs in that 
way: but unleſs a man tells me where holineſs 
is to be got, and how holineſs has operated on 
his own heart, I generally conclude that he 
knows but little of the matter. 
The Bible informs me, that Jebovab 75 tbe 
boly One. There is none holy as the LoxD; for 
there is none beſides thee, 1 Sam. ii. 2. Gon is the 
only fountain of holineſs, and the ele& have their 
holineſs from him. Wie have had fathers of our 
| fleſh, which correfied us, and we gave them reve- 
rence; ſhall we not rather be in ſubjeftion to the Fa- 
ther of ſpirits, and live? For they verily for a for 
days chaſtened us after their own pleaſure, but 
be for our profit, THAT WE MIGHT BE PARTAKERS | 
OF His HOLINESS, Heb. xii. 9, 10. 
The ſanctification of a believer is, firſt, in 
_ Carisr his Head; He is made of Gop unto us 
SANCTIFICATION, and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
In CaxisT the believer's ſanctification is com- 
pleat : Ze are compleat in bim, Col. ii. 10. Cars? 
ſays, Thou art all fair, my" love, there is no ſpot in 
thee, Song iv. 7. 
| Secondly, The believer's ſanctification is alſo 
by the Spirit of God : Ele# according to the fore- 
knowledge of Gop the Father, through ſan#tification 
of the Spirit, unto obedience and OY of * ** 
of Jxsus CHRIST, 1 Pet. i. 2. 5 
8 Thus 
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Thus ydu ſee the believer is compleat in 
Caxtsy his Head, and ſanctified in part by the 
Holy Ghoſt, though he be not thereby made 
perfect in this life: for if we ſay we have no fin we 
| deteive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. This is 
all the holineſs that the Bible ſpeaks of; and this is 
the holineſs that every real believer partakes of: 
and it is called, by way of eminence and diſtinc- 
tion, true holineſs, in oppoſition to that which is 
falſe and feigned, and only makes a noiſe, and 
an outward ſhow- in the world. Wherever this 
holineſs is found, it is the workmanſhip of Gov, 
and the glory of CarisT's image. That ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in rigbte- 
ouſneſs and Te Vt HOLINESS, Eph. iv. 24. after the 
image of bim that created bim, Col. iii. 10. 


The ſoul that is united to CuRISr by the bond 
of love, and ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, is a 
| boly man of Gov, 2 Pet. i. 21. and walks in the 
path of holineſs, Iſa. xxxv. 8. his converſation will 
be holy, 1 Pet. i. 15. and be has Lis fruit unto 
oline, and his end everlaſting life, Rom. vi. 22. 
All cloſet holineſs, family holineſs, or life holi- 
neſs, that ſprings not from this root, or. flows 
not from this fountain, is only the varniſh of a 
bypocrite, and may be found or ſeen on thoſe 
whoſe hearts are filled with covetouſneſs, and 
where legal pride is enthroned, and Satanic re- 
bellion encouraged. FS ry 
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 AnMaaz. He that cleaveth the cloſeſt to the 
Saviour will ever be the moſt holy in heart, an 
the moſt fruitful in life: He that abideth in me, ; 
and I in bim, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for 
without me ye can do nothing. And that man will 
ever be the moſt happy whoſe heart is the moſt 
ſtedfaſt with the Lon: Thou will keep him in per- 
fect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, Iſa. xxvi. "SE 
But do inform me how Prodigalis went on, and 
how long he continued on the mount. 


4 


Cousni. Why, after he had been ſome time in 
this exalted frame, and had delivered many diſ- 


courſes as it were from the very threſhold of he- 


ven, the Loxp was pleaſed to bring him under a 
ſtrange diſcipline. In his private ſtudy he was 
very happy, and the ſcriptures were open to him, 
inſomuch that he generally went from his ſtudy 
furniſhed with a text, and the various heads of 
doctrine contained in it lay plain in his view, and 
often afforded him much comfort; but when he 
began to ſpeak, he found neither liberty in ſpirit 
nor in ſpeech; a gloomy confuſion came gradu- 
ally over his mind; his thoughts fled from him, 
he loſt ſight of his ſubje&, and his treacherous 
memory refuſed to give back what had been 
committed to her. This diſagreeable ftrait- 
neſs of ſoul rendered the miniſtry a burden to 
him; for he never had experienced much before 
this of being bound in the Rant which was the 
more n to him. 
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* Having | been exerciſed a few times this way, 
he began to complain to his flock of the various 
changes that paſſed on his mind, and of the dif- 
ficult experiences that he had been exerciſed 
with. Theſe things reached the hearts of the 
tried ones, and they gathered food under it; 
which was quite a myſtery to Prodigalis; that 
a man in' miſery ſhould be a miniſter of comfort. 
They appeared to him in no better light than the 
Philiſtines, who ſhouted againſt Samſon when he 
was bound, but dared not ſo much as look him 
in the face when he was free. The weak and 
feeble believers, being ſo joyful, provoked him 
to ſpiritual jealouſy. ' His adverſaries hearing his 
complaints, and perceiving him at times to faul - 
ter in his ſpeech, triumphed over him: while the 
Antinomian hypocrites, who hated his experi- 
ence, who talk of faith and religion, while ſtran- 
gers to the power of both, were in daily expecta- 
tion that his mouth would be ſtopped, and his 
miniſtry and profeſſion fink into > As and 
plague them no more. ü 


© Beſides, he ſoon found that the bands 45 he 
felt in the Pulpit followed him into his ſtudy 
likewiſe, . until he went mourning all the day 
long. He had not arrived to A profound 
depth, of experience that Paul had when he ſaid, 
Aud whether we be afitted, it is for your conſolation 
and ſatuation, which is effeAFual in the enduring of 
* ook 8 70 ae. which. 1 we N ſuffer ; or whether 
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we be comforted, it is for your conſolation and Jalva- 


' Wo, 2 Cor. 1 1. 6. 


— AniMaaz. Though I often appeared ſo CARS 
formerly to run with tidings, yet ſince I have 
been called by grace, 1 have trembled for fear 
it hould ever fall to my lot. I ſee it the molt 
important work under the ſun. A miniſter, as a 
public perſon, has many that will cleave to him, 


which are looking to him, and depending on 


him, under God, for inſtruction; and theſe per- 
ſons he muſt be accountable for, as a ruler of the 
houſehold ; which if he lead wrong, their blood 


is on his head: for they depended on him, by 


raking him to be what he pretended to be, 
namely, 'Gop's fins, Gov's ſervant, God's ambaſ- 


Jador, and Gov's mourb. This is what every real 


miniſter is, and this is what every falſe preacher 
pretends to be, as well as a true one. If he be 4 
falſe prophet, he will ſpit his venom at choſe chat 
are true, and, to the utineſt of his power, endea- 
vour to vindicate himſelf in theſe characters, 
which his arrogance has aſſumed; and blind, and 
bind all to him that he can. If he be a real be- 


liever in Jzsvs Enntsr, and one that is ſent of 


Gov, he is right in vindicating himſelf in the 
above characters, and in declaring God's plain 
truth, as he hath felt it in his 6wn heart; and 
as he lives it in his own life, he is a true ſaint, - 
ſervant, and ambaſſador of Cazisr, and a faith- 
_ * he delivers his own ſoul, * 
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the whole counſel of Gop; and . himſelf of 
the blood of thoſe that periſh in their fins; and 


is a miniſter of the SPA to mos who. are r 
ſpiritual. 


While, on the — — hand, he that; is a Sew 
ceiver comes in Go s name, who never ſent 
him: he ſays he is ſent of Gov, or inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, when he never was; 
perſonates Gop, whom he is a ſtranger. to; ap- 
pears in an office that Gop never conferred on 
him, and oppoſes. thoſe whom Chalsr hath ſent, 
Hence poor deluded ſouls, by believing his lies, 
look to him for inſtruction, as Gop's ſervant, 
when he is not: and if he prevails with them to 
adhere to, and live and die in his deluſions, both 
the leader and the led end in deſtruction together; 
or, as CRnRlisr ſaith, The blind lead the 4 until 
both. fall into the dilc h. 
Cusn. What you have. faid i is true: but Poor | 
digalis was no . deceiver ; He went | forth; and 
8H wrought, and the. Lonap worked with him, and con- 
firmed bis word with many. figns. But to be brief 
about his next trial. This bondage in his pulpit 
ſoon followed him home to his ſtudy, as was be- 
| fore obſerved, and at a throne of grace alſo, un- 
til his life, as well as his miniſterial work, 255 
came both labour and ſorrow. . | 
Under this moſt diſtreſſing and moſt miſerable 
* croſs, Prodigalis found dreadful murmuring and 


complaining : his old beſetting ſins * to call 
for 
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for ſome, acknowledgment for paſt, favours, and 
offered their pleaſures in this his comfortleſs ſitu- 
ation, if by any means they might gain a little 
loſt. favour, be a, preſent prop, or lend a little 
prefent aſſiſtance toward lengthening of PAO 
lity. 1 1 
This "OX was FAY altogether ale 
Darkneſs and bondage in prayer; the ſame in 
ſtudy; the ſame in company; the ſame; in the 
pulpit, made him catch at comfort from any 
quarter. Carnal. comforts are never repreſented 
to an heaven: born iſoul in, ſo deluſive a garb, as 
when divine conſolations are fled. When the 
good man is not at home, but is on a long Journey, and 
bath taken the Bag of money with bim; then it is 
that the world comes with ber, much fair ſpeech, and 
flattering lips; in order to. cauſe As to . Bok, vii. 
19 205 Net da | | 
Now was the time for Satan to 3 a 
he found that all divine comforts were gone, by 
the groaning petitions of Prodigalis; and that 
many of his former beſetting ſins began to gain 
upon his affections, and to meet with a little in- 
dulgence, though it was but in thought; yet the 
devil drew him, before ever he was aware, to the 
court of conſcience, and made his appeal to the 


heart, the thoughts, and even to the very con- 
ſcience of Prodigalis. 2 5 


Firſt, the Plaintiff 8 That his e * 
got cold to the work, worſhip, people, and ways 


of 


3 
1 aÞ © 4 A 
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of Go: which the Defendant 'could not deny: 
for as he had met with nothing but frowns of late, 
in the ways of Govp, and as all divine comforts 
| had left kim, he eould not deny but chat earthly 


comforts had been indulged and embraced op 
him, as a rival to the Gop of all comfort. 


| = Secondly, The Plaintiff ſhewed, That the life 

of 5005 Chriſtian was fuch, as never to offend 
either God, conſcience, or men: that the real 
ſaint was one that exerciſed bimſelf day and nig bi, 
always to have a conſcience void of offence both wwe 
Gop and towards men, Acts xxiv. 16. 

Thirdly, That Prodigalis bad left bis firf hi 
Rev. ii. 4. that as iniquity bad abounded, bis love 
bad waxed cold ; and therefore he had apoſtatiſed 
in heart from his Gov. Nor could he be deemed 
one of the number of them that perſevere; fer be 
that endureth to the end [in his firſt . foal be 


Javid.. 

The Plaintiff farther ſhewed, That the aue 
of Prodigalis were often very carnal ; and that 
inſtead of having every thought brought into capti- 
vity to the obedience of Cnrisr, at certain ben 
be had not a thought for CnRisr. 


Fourthly, That Prodigalis not only allowed 
theſe wanderings of heart, but at times really 
encouraged them, and ſeemed to be entertained 
by them, eſpecially when the preſence of his 
Lokp was gone; and therefore he could not ſay, 
+ 6am but thy law do I love. © 


Fifchly; 
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- Vifthly, The Plaintiff ſhewed, That he not 
* indulged theſe vain thoughts that lodged within 
bim; but that in the hours of ſenſible deſer- 
tion he had endeavoured to ſuck n from 

chem... -- 

Sinthly, That in "BOY a his peeviſh fits he 
bad even envied the happineſs of the 3 who 
an nor plagued like other 
 folks.- : 
Seventhly, That ee ſo far in ** his 
peeviſhneſs as to call the proud happy, whom Gon 
rtitetb: and in his deep poverty he had called 
ibe couetous bleſſed, whom the Lox o abhorreth. 
Eighthly, The Plaintiff further ſhewed, That 
— had not only given in to them in heart 
and word, but that be bad been brought into 
CO I "YO I HY men- 
** 

Ninthly, The Plaintiff appealed to the heart, 
thoughts, and conſcience of Prodigalis for con- 
firmation; and aſked if he could ſay, That bis 
rejoicing was in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 4s 
Paul did? Could he ſay, Happy is the man that 
condemneth not himſelf in the thing which be alloweth, 
Rom. xiv. 22. Nay, ſaid the Plaintiff, you are 
fo far from this, that thy own thoughts condemn 
thee. Therefore thou canſt not lay thine hand 
upon thy heart and ſay, in an holy triumph, 7s 
the multitude of my thoughts within me thy com- 

. forts delight my ſoul, Pſalm xciv. 19. The 
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| plaincif: .added, He tht is born ef Gop Annetb 
uot. e N 92 


A2. Why, t the devil | Ricks to his old 
text. | | 
Cusni. Yes; and he will ſtick to it, - kl 
the poor believer either find out the real meaning 
of it, or elſe fall into error, or deſpondency un- 
der the devil's temptations about it. Satan 
threw down Adam with a text of ſcripture, and 
took the ſame method when he mag the Don. 
CE 

AmMNMAAZ, I think this is one of the 0 
puzzling trials that ever Prodigalis had. It is a 
dreadful thing to a ſoul that is quickened, hum- 
bled, and bleſſed with a tender feeling of the evil 
of fin, and with a filial fear of God, and an heart 
bent to honour him, for ſuch an one to be ſo 
— of God, as for his old wretched cuſtoms to 

rſuing his mind, and entangling his 
ala ts, after he bas ſo forely ſuffered under the 
$ and ſenſe of them. But, as poor Job ſays, 
Such poſſeſs the iniquity of their youth, even in that 
ſenſe, though not the goilt of tbem. 


For my part, 1 have often wiſhed: hes. Gop 
had took me to himſelf in my firſt love; or 
. elſe had granted me a reſidence where I might 
never ſee man, woman, or child; yea, neither 
ſun, moon, nor ſtars. For the world is full of 
nothing but evil; look which way you will, fin 
00 iſelt : and if that ſteals on the heart, 

ü then 
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then my comforts die; I wiſh either for heaven, 
or for the lonely cot os hermit. 


Cusn. If you had died in your firſt love, how 
could you have ſerved your generation? and if 
you were ſhut up like a hermit, how could you 
let your light ſhine before men, that they = ſer your 
good works? 


Your firſt requeſt favours. of a diltruſt of 


Gov' s power to keep you ; and the laſt ſavours 
of cowardice, and of a narrow ſpirit. juſt as if 
the devil was to be left ſole ranger of the world, 
becauſe he has ſpread the earth with traps. No; 
it well becomes the ſaints, as good ſoldiers of 
Jesvs CuRisr, to ſeek the welfare of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and the kingdom of their ever 
bleſſed Lox D: to oppoſe the devil's reign, and 
expoſe the devil's works alſo; and ſo to weaken 
his intereſt as much as poſſible, And though we 
find it a perilous work, and are in imminent 
danger at it, yet the battle is the Loro's; the 
cauſe of truth is the Loa 's cauſe ; and his truth 
is our armour ; and the promiſe of victory is ſure 
to all the ſeed. The Loa o tells us to guit 
ourſelves like men, inſtead. of creeping into boles : 
and we may depend upon it, that his freugth will 
be made perfect in our weakneſs, becauſe he hath 
promiſed it. And when he comes to ſay, in the 
great day, Well done, goed and faithful ſervant, enter 
thou into the 49. 2 Loxp, that wil Pay for 


& 
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Aumaaz. Pray how long did. Prodigalis 
labour under this trials? 
Cusn. For many months; yet no man could 
hate fin more; no man mourned over it, ſtrug- 
gled with it, or prayed againſt it, more than he 
did ; but notwithſtanding all his efforts, he found 
himſelf to be a man burdened with the body of 
fin and death, which, God knows, he ſorely 
groaned under. Beſides his ſituation was none of 
the moſt pleafing ; he had a large flock to feed, 
whether his own ſoul was flouriſhing or barren; 
he had many enemies in the world, as well as 
friends; his enemies watched for bis halting, and 
his friends looked at him as a copy; the firſt 
looked for deſtruction, and the latter for perfec« 
tion, and both were deceived; for though he 
had as baſe an heart as the worſt of them, and 
more- temptations to grapple with than all of 
them, yet-Gop did not permit him to be utterly 
caſt down, to gratify his enemies, though there 
was enough expoſed to convince his friends that 
he was not perfect, but that the wares was in 
an earthen veſſel. 

The poor creature travelled in this way tilt his 
very ſoul was bowed down within him, and Sa- 
tan tempted him even to chuſe ſtrangling rather 
than life, Job vii. 15. or to drown himſelf, rather 
than ſuffer thus; yea, he wanted him to imi-» 
tate Jonah, leave the wort, and flee from it; he 
was fo beſet” with temptations, and with con- 
ſcience, that his very heart and ſoul failed him, 
1 22 | However, 


— 
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However, at laſt he went to his Loxp with as 
heavy an heart as mortal could bear. He firſt 
ſat down in his chair and reaſoned with his Lozp, 
until his ſorrow began to give way ; he then 
Eneeled on his knees he confeſſed—he: wept— 


he pleaded he ſupplicated, until he obtained 
theſe ſweet words as an anſwer to his prayer 
aur heart condemn us, Gob is greater than our beart, 
and knoweth all things, 1 John iii. 20. he imme- 
diately felt ſtrength communicated to his ſoul, 
his accuſing conſcience was ſilenced; he got up 
from his knees, and put the devil to flight with 
this text My lab and my beart faileth, but Goo 
is the ſtrength of RIO and Rn vie oy _ 
* Exiii. 26. 
© Now was the dear Redeemer more precious 
to Prodigalis than ever; his foul was fweetly 
becalmed, and bleſſed with a double portion of 
life and peace; every evil thought of his heart 
vaniſhed every beſetting ſin was deteſted and 
abhorred, and heaven itſelf ſeemed, if poſſble, 
to be in full view; and the poor man vainly 
thought, and indeed oſten ſaid, that he was 
ripening for glory that his work was pretty 
well done —that he ſhould not be long in this 
world, and that he was too happy to live. But 
the Loxd counterbalanced his anxiety for hea- 
ven, by laying the concerns of his flock in the - 
midſt of wolves, his wife, family, and friends, on 
his mind, which brought bins into a fireight between 
two, 
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tw6, having 4 defire to depart and be with Camsr, 
tobich is better than being here; nevertheleſs n 
in the fleſh is more needful for you, Phil. i. 23, 24. 
ſays Paul, and ſo Prodigalis thought, and — 
fore he prayed for ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
that wobetber be lived he might live to the Lord, or 
<whetber he died be *might die to the Lord ; that 
whether be lived therefore or whether be died, he 
might be the LorD's. E 


AnmNMAAZz. That is a moſt ſafe 0 a moſt 
bleſſed frame of mind—to be reſigned to the 
will of Gop: There is no galling croſs when 

our wills lay ſtreight with the will of Gop; it is 
our perverſe will contradicting, or laying counter 
to Gop's will, that makes the croſs, and the loſs 
is all our own; for when we have made it we are 
compelled to take it up. In this we act like 
'Haman, who erected his own gallows at his own 
expence, The Saviour has coupled ſelf-denial 
and the daily croſs together; if ſelf be denied, 
the croſs will lay eaſy; if ſelf be conſulted, then 
the croſs galls us. But bleſſed for ever be the 
dear Redeemer, who knows whereof we are made 
bo knows the weakneſs of human nature, 
and confeſſed it, though his body and ſoul were 
perfectly free and pure from that fin and corrup- 

tion that we feel, yet he complained that be Jpirit 
was truly willing, but the fleſh was weak. | | 


e e Savionr:. apps 
woderful in the r * deliverances of Pro- 
r digalis | 
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digalis.” Well might Eliphaz tell Job that God 
would deliver him in fix troubles, yea in ſeven no evil 

ſhould touch bim, Job. v. 19. Prodigalis is a liv- 
ing witneſs of the delivering hand of Gop, and 
muſt be well acquainted with. the bleſſed Sa- 
viour, «Sp in 1 glorious office: as an Ad- | 
vocate. 


Cusn. Ter as office of Cn as an Ag 
vocate is precious to Prodigalis, and to other poor 
tempted ſouls, who lay under the accuſations of 
Satan; indeed every poor finner has three to 
accuſe him; ſometimes his fins cry with an ac- 
cuſing voice, as the fins of Sodom are ſaid to 
do, Gen. xviii. 20, 21. Conſcience alſo will 
often accuſe him, live how he may; and Satan 
will accuſe him right or wrong; but, bleſſed be 
| Gob; we have an Advocate with the Futber, Ixsus 
Cnkisr the rig bteous, and be is the propitiation for 
our fins; and I believe it is not an eaſy matter for 
Satan to get the car of Gop the Father againſt 
us, becauſe he has reconciled. vs to himſelf by 
Jusvs Cnnisr; this Prodigalis found by blefſed 
Experience, therefore he continually looks to and <7 
zalls on his Advocate, every time he feels an 
ccuſation ; he ſees the need of Jesus Cnrisr i in 
every office - character that he ſuſtains, and is very 
wiſe in eying the Saviour in them according to 
the various trials that he paſſes through. 3 


_ ABIMAAZ, And pray how. did Prodigalis 
manage that text chat Satan ſo often buffeted 
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him with q namely He that is born ef Gov fianeth 
not; that is a very myſterious text; did he ever 
make it out? John ſays, that F we. ſay we bau 
10 we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us 
and James ſays, I mam things we offend all; and 
Solomon declares there is not a juſt man upon earth 
that doeth good and finneth not; and yet J 8 
He that is born of Goo ſinneth not. Some ſay, it 
means that a juſt man doth not ſerve ſin, and that 
he doth not fin with the full e his will, . 
as an unregenerate man doth, _ 
Cusnr. That is a poor comment. 8 : 
' Gnned with the full conſent of his will when he 
choſe a yoyage to Joppa, rather than a walk ta / 
Nineveh. Paul ſays, Vitb the mind 1 myſelf ſerve 
Ed the law of Gon, but with the fleſh the Iaw © "in, 
Rom, vii. 25. The dreadful evil that Adam 
contrafted by his fall, and which is propagated to 
us by natural generation, is called. the old man 
even in regenerate perſons. That which is ; born 
_ rhe fleſp i is fleſh, and will never be mended ; it will 
retain its own deyiliſh nature—deviliſh motions— _ 
and deſperate ftrugglings for maſtery, even in the 
beſt of men, as may be ſeen in Paul's complaint 
» the ſeventh to the Romans. This is called 
e old man; and, like a deſperate criminal under 
ſentence, it will oppoſe that grace that reigns 
over it; inſomuch, that when the believer would 
do good evil is preſent with bim; and bow to perform 
that which is good be finds not; it is as binding as a 
law, and bs ferns as an bero I. ſe avtother law _ 
in 
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Nom. vii. 23. 


This being the caſe, Jokat the: Tf we fo doe 
bave no fin we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not 
in us; while, on the other hand, ſpiritual and 
divine life, which the believer receives from the 
Saviour's fulneſs by the word and ſpirit of grace, 
is called an incorruptible ſeed ; it is called the ne 
man; it is called CnxIsr in us the hope of glury; 
It is called CarrsT dwelling in the beart by faith. 
This is born of Gop, and will overcome the world, 
1 John v, 4. and the old man too—Grace Hall 
reign, through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, iy 
Irsos CnrisT or Lok, Rom. v. 21. 1604 
_ Thus the new man, which is born of the ſpirit, 
is foirit, and will never be influenced by carnality; 
and the old man made up of ſin, which is born of the 
feb, zsfleſb, and will never be made holy by di- 
vinity ; Whoſoever is born of Gop doth not commit . + 
In, for nis SEED remaineth in bim; and HE cannot 
fin becauſe be is no of God, 1 John iii. 9. Sin 
will ever be fin, and grace will ever be grace.— 
Sin will end in death temporal or eternal, and 
ace will reign to life eternal. The way to get at 
John's meaning is to compare 1 John iii. 9. with 
x John v. 4. where the poor ſoul will ger full 
Aale. 
_ Ammaaz. I believe chat. to be the real mean= 
ing of the text, becauſe it harmonizes with other 


3 and for my part I am ſa- 
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5 not a corruption that * Sroans under, but What 


dlaſſed with your thoughts on it; and L take it ſor 
granted, that it was made out in n that way to or 


Prodigalis. n 


. Cum. I was; and 8 the devil never 
offered to give him another lecture on that ſub- 


ject, when he found that he underſtood its mean- 


ing. , Satan works chiefly in the dark with God's 


people; when they are in dark frames, then he 


comes boldly; but when the rays of Gop ſhine 
upon them, he ſtands at a diſtance, he hates 15 
Abt with perfect hatred. 

-  ABIMaaz. O what a great Grains are we 
ſaved with ! What potent and ſubtil enemies have 
poor believers got to grapple with! And what 
need is there of being fervent in ſpirit, and dili- 
gent in the means of grace, which Gob hath ap- 
72 for our growth and encouragement. TY | 

ow does Prodigalis go on now? 

Cusni. He goes on as "moſt of the Lond! 80 
people do, 1 believe. Sometimes he is up, and 
ſometimes down; ſometimes in the light, and 
ſometimes in the dark. He often complains of 
his wicked heart, and of the weakneſs of his 
faith; his ſhort-lived joys, and long-lived cor- 
ruptions ; but againſt bope he till believes in bope z 
and ſays, that he ſhall neither believe nor hope 
in vain. Satan cannot diſpute him out of his 
ſonſhip, nor buffet him with the word of Gop, 


as he formerly has done, on account of the cor- 


ruptions of his own heart. For he ſays there is 
he 


# 
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he can find ſome 8 in che 1 of Goo has 
have groaned under the ſame; and while he is in 
the footſteps of the flock he thinks he is ſafe... Alt 
that he is afraid of is, that Gov ſhould leave | 
hin to himſelf ; he is, truly ſenſible of his own 
weakneſs, and at times finds it no eaſy matter | 
to believe that Gop will keep him upright even 
to the end, though he believes he ſhall be eter. ' 
_ nally ſaved. He dreads the thought of falling; 
the thoughts of broken bones, and of going 
halting to the grave, is a terror to his ſoul. & 


AniMaaz, The Lox preſerve and keep him 
through this perilous wilderneſs; and when you 
ſee him, tell him that AnIMAAZ, formerly a tid- 
ings-bearer, a Reubenite, one unſtable as water, 
ſaluteth him, and wiſhes grace, mercy, and peace 
to him, And now what ſhall I ſay ta thee, with 
whom J have taken ſuch ſweet counſel, and with 
whom I have ſpent the ſweeteſt moments that I 
ever ſpent, The Load reward thee, my brother 
bend thee belp from the ſandtuary, and ſtrengthen 
thee out of Zion — accept thine offerings grant thee 
according to thine own beart—and fulfil all thy coun- 
cils; and God forbid that T ſhould ever ceaſe praying = 
for thee, whom Go "y made lo great a bleſſing 
to me. . 


Cusn. The L325 be with thee, my dear 
brother, and frengthen thee'by bis ſpirit's might in 
the inner man, that thou mayeſt be ſtrong in the grace 
. that is in CaHrIsT Jxsus; and thou muſt not 
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| temptation ſhould: befal 
this long and happy converſation: that we 
» had. Remember agar and pre 


- an 4 n and this wilt not be diſap- 
inted of either. Fare thee well; the ie 


Abraham, and the fear of Jac, be ever wi 
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